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INTRODUCTION 


w ncN, on n quf'^tion tiiat lias underiionc 

much iuvcstiiiation and excited Rcnei’al atten- 
li<»iu an iudividua) conu's Idiav aid to coni ro- 
V('rt ix'ccivcd opinions, and to olii-r eiews wliicli 
liavc prcviouslv passi'd unnoticcil, evtu’y oiu- 
ih ilis])oscd to ask, what have IxT-n tlie pc’cii- 
liai opjiortunities ot" infonnation upon which 
he jncsuines to contradict those avIio have 
gonr bid'ori' him. J trust, theretbre, it will not 
be deemed an unbecomimi; egotism, that some 
particulars relating to myself form the subject 
of thesi' [irelhninarv [lages. 

Without any immediate or local connexion 
n ith th(“ Highlands, 1 was led, very early in 



Il^TEODUCTlbx. 


life, to take a warm interest in the fate of niy 
(Countrymen in that part of the kingdom. Du- 
ring the course of my academical studies, my 
curiosity was strongly excited by tlu' repi’c-, 
sentations 1 had heard of the ancient state of 
society, and the striking pc'culiarityof manners 
still remaining among tlumi ; and. in the year 
1792, T was prompted to take an extensive 
tour through their wild rt'gion, and to explore 
many of its remotest and most secluded val- 
leys. Jn the course of this I ascertained se- 
veral of the leading facts, on which the ar-- 
guments of the following pages are grounded; 
in particular, that Emigration was avi una- 
voidable result of the general state of the coim- 
try, arising from causes above all cojitrol, and 
in itself of essential consequence to the tran- 
quillity and permanent welfare of the king- 
dom. 

'fhe particular destination of the emigrants 
is not likely to excite much interest in those 
who bglieve that emigration may be obviated 
altogether. Being {)ersuaded that no such ex- 
pectation could be reasonably entertained, T 
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bestowed some attention on details, wliicli to 
other observers may have appeared migalorv. 
1 learnell, tliat the Highlanders were disper- 
sing to a variety of situations, in a foi'eign land, 
where they were lost not only to their native 
country, but to themselves as a separate peo- 
ple. Admiring many generous and manly 
features in their character, 1 could not ob- 
serve Without regret the rapid decline of their 
genuiiK' manners, to which the circumstances 
of the country seemed inevitably to lead. J 
thouglit, however, that a ])ortion of the an- 
tient spirit might be. preservc'd among tlu' 
] liAdanders of the New World — that the end- 
grants ndglit be brought together in some part 
of th(‘ir own coloides, Avhere they Avonld be of 
national utility, and where, no motives of gt'- 
neral })olicy Avould militate (as they certainly 
jnay at home) against the preservation of all 
those peculiarities of customs and language, 
A\ hich th(\y are themselves so reluctant to give 
up, and which are perhaps intimately connect- 
ed Avith many of their most striking and cha- 
raet(Misti(* virtues. 
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It was on the eve of the late war that these 
views occurred to me, and any active prose- 
cution of them was precluded by the event- 
ful period which followed ; but the object was 
deeply impressed on my mind, and has never 
been lost sight of. Far from being effaced by 
the lapse of time, or the occupations of nia- 
turer years, my ideas of its practicability and 
its importance have been confirmed b; every 
succeeding reflection. 

The emigrations from the Highlands, which 
had been of little amount during the conti- 
nuance of hostilities, recommenced upon the 
return of peace, with a spirit more determin- 
ed and more widely diffused than on any for- 
mer occasion. All those views which 1 had 
hitherto entertained, then recurred as re- 
quiring immediate attention ; and the strong 
impressions 1 had on the subject induced me 
to state, to some persons then iii Administra- 
tion, the necessity of active interference, for 
attracting the emigrants to our own colonies. 
These representations were treated with polite 
attention, but did not excite an interest cor- 
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responding to my own ideas of the importance 
of the object. Inasmuch, however, as it could 
be promoted by the disposal of waste lands of 
the Crown, I was informed that every reason- 
able encouragement might be expected. See- 
ing no probability of my views being effectu- 
ally adopted by Government, and reluctant to 
% 

abandon the object altogether, 1 was led to 
consick;r how far, under the encouragement 
held out, 1 could, as an individual, follow it 
up on a more limited scale, to the effect at 
least of establishing the practicability of my 
suggestion. Having, therefore, received the 
assurance of a grant of land on such terms, 
as promised an adec^uate return for the una- 
voidable expellees of the undertaking, I re- 
solvi'd to try the experiment, and, at my own 
risk, to engage some of the emigrants, who 
Avere preparing to go to the United States, to 
change their destination, and embark for our 
OAvn colonies. 

1 1 is unnecessary to detail the transactions 
to which this led, and the various obstruc- 
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tioiis I met witli in the IJighlands, from per- 
sons whose jealousy had been roused by my 
attempt. When the preparations foniny ex- 
pedition were pretty far advanced, I Iearu(;d 
that in consequence of some calumnious re- 
j»orts, (iovennncnt were disposed to look less 
ikvourably than at first on my undertaking. 
To remove the grounds of these misajijirehen- 
sions, in February 1803, I stated to t ie 8('- 
cretary of State for the Colonial Dcjiaitinent, 
(in tlie concise form to which the bounds of 
a Letter restricted me,) the principal outlines 
of the following arguments ; and 1 had the 
satisfaction to h'arn that this representation 
had removed tlie doubts of the Noble Lord 
to whom it was addressed, 

I was given to understand, however, that it 
would be more satisfactory to Covernment, 
if the people I had engaged were settled in a 
maritime situation, instead of that J had at 
first in contemplation. For reasons, which 
I may perhaps have occasion hereafter to lay 
hefo^’e the public, i, was by no means satis- 
fied that'tliis suggestion was founded in just 
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views of natiojia] policy. Never! Jielcvss, J 
thouglit it nij duty, under all the circumstan- 
ces of the case, to acquiesce, and determined 
on making my settlement in the Island of 
St John (now called Prince Edward’s) in tlu' 
Gulph of St Lawrence. 

From various considerations I found, that, 
to gi\\^ the exj)eriment a fair prospect of suc- 
cess, my oAvn ju’esence ivitli the colonists was 
indispensable. It was indeed with some re- 
luctance that I ultimately yielded to this ; for, 
before J sailed, the unexpected reneival of 
hostilities had taken ]>lace. The business was 
then too far advanced to admit of any change 
of plan ; and it was with the most anxious 
heelings that I found myself under the neces- 
sity of quitting the kingdom at so eritical a 
moment. In other respects 1 have had no 
reason to regret my absence, as it has not only 
led me to so.urces of information, to Avhich few 
have access ; but I trust that my occupation 
in the mean time has not been Avholly useless 
to my country. 
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I find, that my own views in this underta- 
king have been as much misrepresented, as 
the subject in general has been misunder- 
stood. But I enter with confidence on the 
task of correcting the mistakes that have been 
disseminated ; trusting that a simple state- 
ment of facts will be not less convincing to 
the public at large, than it has already been 
to an official character. 

My first intention was to have given to the 
world the very letter, 1 have above alluded 
to, with a few additional illustrations ; but I 
could not avoid expanding my observations 
more than was consistent with sucli a plan, in 
order to render them intelligible to those who 
are not well acquainted with the local cir- 
cumstances of Scotland. 1 have th('rcforc 
cast the whole anew into its present form ; 
and, notwithstanding the bulk to which it has 
grown, I cannot flatter myself that the sub- 
ject is exhausted. If time had permitted, 
some valuable additional documents might 
have been collected. Anxious, however, that 
the misrefwresentations, which have been cir- 
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culated- under the sanction of respectable 
names, should no longer remain uncontradict- 
ed, I venture to submit these remarks, in 
their present imperfect state, to the judgment 
of the public, and solicit that indulgence, to 
which, perhaps, I have some claim from the 
importan^ of the subject, and the unavoida- 
ble haste of tliis publication. 

Lon^n. J/u/e, 1 80.5 




OBSERVATIONS 


ON 

THE PRESENT STATE 


OF THE 

IUGII%\NDS OF SCOTLAND, &c 


L hidependencc of Ihe Highland Chieflaws in fornivr times 
— Internal state of the count)\y ixsulting fro)n that ci)eum- 
stance, 

T HE state of commercial refinement and re- 
gular government, to Avhieh we are accus- 
tomed in England, has Ix^en so long <'sta- 
hlishcd, that it requires some efi’ort. of imagi- 
nation, to form a distinct idea of the situa- 
tion of things under the feudal system. \Vc 
must look hijick to a distant period of time, 
the manners and customs of which have gra- 
dually disappeared, Avith the causes Avhich 
gave rise to them, and have left fcAV traces of 
their existence. This has also beci> the case. 
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to a great degree, in the Low Country of 
Scotland ; but the progress of society in the 
Highlands has been very different, iit must 
not be forgotten, that little more than half a 
century has passed, since that part of the 
kingdom Avas in a state similar to that of Eng- 
land before the Norman conquest When 
Ave look back to the condition of the High- 
lands before the year 1745, the diffe’cnces 
which still exist betAveen that and the other 
parts of the kingdom are easily accounted 
for. There is much more reason to be sur- 
prised at the pi’ogress that has been made by 
the inhabitants in these sixty years, than that 
they should not have accomplished to its full 
extent the change, Avhich in other parts has 
been the Avork of many centuries. The feudal 
system has been abolished ; but the customs 
that arose out of it are not forgotten. An act 
of parliament, supported by a military force, 
could destroy the one ; time only can eradi- 
cate the other : and in every peculiarity of 
the Highlanders, we may trace the remnants 
of this former state of the country, or the ef- 
fects of its violent and rapid change. 
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Though the conquests of Cromwell, and 
the isHie of the rebellion in 171.5, gave a check 
to the independence of the Highland chief- 
tains, yet it is well known that, till after the 
year 1743, it was never completely overthrown. 
Before that period, the authority of law was 
too fee^^^to afford protection. The obstruc- 
tions to the execution of any legal warrant 
were t^ch, that it was only for c)bjects of great 
publics concern that an extraordinary effort 
was sometimes made to overcome them. In 
any ordinary case of private injury, an indivi- 
dual could have little expectation of redress, 
unless he could avenge his own cause ; and 
the only hope of salcty I'rom any attack was 
in meeting I’orce by force. 

In this state of things, every person above 
the common rank depended for his safety and 
his consequence on the number and attach- 
ment of his iijcrvants and dependants : rvithout 
people ready to defend him, he could not ex- 
pect to sleep in safety, to preserve his house 
from pillage, or his tkrnily from murder ; he 
must have submitted to the insolence of every 
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neiolihoiiriiig robber, unless he had maintain- 
ed a numerous train of followers to tjn with 
him into the field, and to fight hisf battles. 
'I’o this essential object, every inferior consi- 
deration was sacrificed ; and the principal ad- 
vantage of landed property consisted in the 
means it afforded to the proprietor/; )f multi- 
plying his dependants. By allowing his te- 
nants to possess their farms at low rei/ts, ho 
secured their services whenever required, and, 
by the power of removing any one v ho was 
refractory, maintained over them the autho- 
rit\^ of a monarch. The sacrifice of pecuniary 
interest was of very inferior imjxntance, and 
Avas not a matter of choice ; for au}^ proprie- 
tor, who shoidd have actetl on contrary j)rin- 
ciples, losing the attachment of his people, 
would have, been left a pn'y to the violence 
of his neighbours. 

The Highland gentlemen appear to have 
been so anxious on this subj('ct, that they 
never ventured to raise their rents, however 
much the circumstances of any case might 
make it reasonable : the tenant, in fact, paid 



15 


liis rent not so much in money as in military 
servi^<^s ; and this explains the extraordinary 
difFercn«e between the apparent value of land 
in the Highlands, in former times, and at pre- 
sent. I’he small rentals of the estates forfeit- 
'>!d JjiV^the rebels of 1745 have been often re- 
marked V^th surprise, and contrasted with the 
great value of the same lands at present ; but 
were the rent of these lands at their utmost 
actuallvalue to be all laid out in employing 
labourers, at the rates now current in the 
north of Scotland, the number of men to 
whom they would furnish wages and mainte- 
nance woxdd not be very different from that of 
the duns who formerly came out in arms from 
the same tracts of country*. 

'I'lie value of landed property was, in these 
times, to be reckoned, not by the rent it pro- 
duced, but by the men rvliom it coidd send 
into the fiejd. It is mentioned, indeed, of 
one of the chieftains, that being questioned 
by a stranger as to the rent of his estate, he 
answered, that it could raise 500 men. 


* See Appendix [A.] 
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Under these circumstances, it was natur^jl 
that every proprietor should wish to <^duce 
his farms into as small portions as j^ossible : 
and this inclination was fully seconded by the 
disposition of the people. The state of the 
country left a father no other means of 
ding for a numerous family, than by^lividing 
his farm among them ; and where two fami- 
lies could be placed on the land that wns pre- 
viously occupied by one, the proprietor ac- 
quired a new tenant, and a new Soldier. 
From the operation of these j)rinciples, the; 
land seems, in a great majority of cases, to 
have been divided into possessions barely suf- 
ficient for a scanty subsistence to the occu- 
piers. 


It was indeed usual for the head of a clan, 
possessing extensive territories, occasionally to 
grant more considerable farms to the younger 
branches of his family ; but this circumstance 
had little effect on the general mode of agri- 
cultural management. The tackmcn (as the 
holders of such large farms weie termed) were 
considered nearly in the same light as pro- 
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Iljietors, anti acted on the same principles. 
The^;^were the officers who, under the chief, 
commanded in the military expeditions of the 
clan. This was their employment ; and nei- 
ther their own dispositions, nor the situation 
.of the country, inclined them to engage in 
the dru*^'l^ery of agriculture, any further than 
to supply the necessaries of life for their own 
families. A parL of their land was usually suffi- 
cient for this pur[)osc ; and the remainder was 
let ofl| in small portions, to cotters, Avho differ- 
ed but little from the small occupiers who held 
their lands immediately from the chief, except- 
ing that, in lieu of rent, they were bound to a 
certain amount of labour for the advantage 
of their immediate superior. By collecting a 
numberof these people around his own habita- 
tion, a gentleman iiot only procured the means 
of carrying on the work of his farm with ease, 
but also promoted the personal security of his 
J'amily. Bpsides this, the tacksmen, holding 
their lands from the chief at a mere quit-rent, 
were naturally .solicitous to merit his favour, 
by the number of their immediate dependauts 
whom they could bring to join his standard; 

B 
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and theyvhad in fact no other means o'f erji-. 
ploying to advantage the superfluity o^*^ieir 
land, than by joining in the general System 
of the country, and multiplying the ultimate 
occupiers of the land. 

Tliesc circumstances produced a^tate of 
maimers, from which it is easy still to trace 
the most striking peculiarities of the Higlilan- 
ders. l^hc greatest part of the count/y was 
fit only for pasturage, and the small portions 
of arable land which fell to the share of any 
family, could occupy but little of their time. 
On two or three occasions in the course of the 
year, the labours of the field required a mo- 
mentary exertion, to prcjiare the soil, or to 
secure the crop : but no regular and conti- 
nued industry was re(|uisitc for jiroviding the 
simple necessaries of life, to Aidiich their fore- 
fathers had been accustomed, and beyond 
which their desires did not extend, ^'he pe- 
riods of labour were short ; and they could 
devote the intermediate time to indolence, or 
to amusement, unless when they were called 
upon by tAie chief to unite for the common dc- 
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^Siqce,' or for an attack on some hostile clan. 
The sucrit of every individual wsft estimated 
by his 'prowess on these occasions ; warlike 
atchievements were ever the favourite theme 
among them ; and the amusements of their 


■^vSnre hours generally consisted of active ex- 
ercises, ^r displays of strength and agility, 
calculated to enhance their character as war- 
riors. 


Th^ style of life, favourable as it w^as to 
those 'equalities of mind and body which are 
recquisite to form a good soldier, was no less 
adverse to habits of industry. If, indeed, the 
natural disposition of the Highlanders to in- 
dustry had b<'en ever so great, their situation 
Avoidd have allowed it but little scope. 'J'hcir 
lands afforded few ol>jects of commerce : the 
only article of which they ever had any con- 
sidt;rable suq)crfluity was cattle ; and, froin 
the turbulent state of the country, these could 
not be brought to market without the utmost 
difficulty. The desire of accumulating was 
checked by the insecurity of property : those, 
indeed, who derive their acquisitiorfs from the 
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sword, arc^eldom in the habit of hoarding thel.i 
with care ; '‘svliat may next day be rer<3aced 
by the plunder of an enemy, they are' dispo- 
sed to lavisli with careless profusion. I'hus, 
among the aiitient Highlanders, the same men, 
who made a glory of pillage and rapine, cm- 
ried the sentiments of hospitality and*^ genero- 
sity to a romantic excess. 

'I'he meanest of the Highlanders Avyis im- 
pressed with tliese sentiments ; but, while he 
reckoned it disgraceful to shut his door against 
the stranger, or to withhold from him any 
thing which his house contained, he consider- 
ed it as equally unpardonable, if a friend re- 
fused him any thing of which he was in want. 
IVorn the chieftains, in particular, the most 
unbounded generosity was expected ; and the 
necessity, which they were under, of conci- 
liating the attachment of their people, led 
them to follow the same conduct, whatevc]' 
might be their natural disposition. 

The authority of the chief, however great, 
was not of that absolute kind Avhich has some- 
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'S^es Been imagined, and could notBe main- 
tained^ without an unremitted at^htion to aii 
the arts> of popularity. Condesjbending man- 
ners were necessary in every individual, of 
whatever rank ; the meanest expected to be 
as a gentleman, and almost as an 
equal. 7’hc intimate connexion of the chief 
with his people, their daily intercourse, the 
daily dependance they had on each other for 
iimnecbate safety, the dangers which they 
sharedi were all calculated to pi’oduce a great 
degree of mutual sympathy and affection ; and 
if there were any of the higher ranks rvho did 
not really foci such sentiments, prudence pre- 
vented them from allowing this to ai)pcar. 

On the other hand, the devoted attachment 
of the common people to their chiefs, though 
described in terms of astonishment by conteni-, 
porary writers, was an effect easily deducible 
from the general principles of human nature. 
Among the poor in civilized countries, there 
is, perhaps, no circumstance more severely 
felt, than the neglect they meet with from 
persons of superior condition, and tv liich ap- 



pears to sitiginatise them, as of an inferior «'»e- 
cies : and ff. in the hour of distress the^ meet 
with an unexp«rcted degree of sj'inpadij, the 
attention bestowed on their situation is often 
more soothing than direct benefits, conferred 
witliout any appearance of sensibijity-'^i- 
concern. hen a jierson of rank treats his 
inferiors witli cordiality, and shows an in- 
terest in their welfare, it is seldom that, in 
any country, this behaviour is not re|>did by 
gratitude and alfection. d'his was piirticu- 
larly to be expected among the Highlanders, 
a people naturally of acute feelings, habitua- 
ted to sentiments of a romantic and poetical 
cast : in them the condescending manners and 
kindness of their chiefs excited an attach- 
ment bordering on enthusiasm 


* See Appendix [B], 
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ll. Cha^^G^e in the policy of the Highland proprietors subsc- 
^ qiient to the Ktbellion in I7<i5, 

TT HE change which this state of society un- 
^f^rwriit after the rebellion in was great 

and sudden. The final issue of that contest 
annihilated the independence of the chief- 
tains : and the vigorous measures, by which 
the victory of Culloden was followed, gave to 
reguhjr government an authority which it had 
never before possessed in that part of the 
kingdom. The country was disarmed, and a 
sufheient force stationed in it to prevent any 
great and daring violation of the law. 

The chiefs now ceased to be petty mo- 
narchs. 'J’he services of their followers were 
no longer requisite for defence, and could no 
longer be made use of for the plunder of a 
defcnceles* neighbour. They were reduced 
to the situation of any other proprietors : but 
they were not long in discovering, that to sub- 
sist a numerous train of dependants was not 
the only way in which their estate* could be 
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rendered, of A^alue ; that the rents they rec^-’ 
vcd were ij^r below those given for l^nds of 
equal quality jjJ- other parts of the kingdom. 


For a few years after the power of the chief- 
tains was broken, the influence of old habjXs 
seems to have prevailed, and it was some 
time before any great change took place ; 
but, by degrees, the proprietors began to 
exact a rise of rent. Though the fi^st de- 
mands of this kind were extremely moijerale, 
the rents being still far below the n ah value 
of the lands, yet the circumstance was so un- 
j)recedented, that great dissatisfaction ensued; 
and the removal of some of the tenants, who 
refused to comply, excited still mon; indigna- 
tion. Accustomed to transmit their posses- 
sions from father to son, as if they had been 
their property, the people seem to have- 
thought, that as long as they paid the old and 
accustomed rent, and performet' the usual 
services, their possessions were their own by 
legal right. 


The discontents which arose from these 



cJt'ti^es, were for a time but partial for tlie 
progress of I’aising rents was slow. J’hc gen- 
tlemen, who had been educated amidst the 
liabits of the feudal tinu^s, could not at once 
relinquish all the s(‘ntiinents of their youth. 
'^^I'hc attachnumt of their ])coplc was of so flat- 
tering a nature, that it was often j)refciTed to 
pecuniaiy advantages ; and little alteration 
se('ms to have been made, till the generatio)i 
of old ^n‘o[)ri(dors was extinct. (Gradually, 
howevc ■, men educated under ditferent cir- 
cinnstdices came forward, and feeling more 
remotely the influence of antient connexions 
with th,;ir dependants, were not inclined to 
sacrifice for a shadow the substantial advan- 
tage of a productive propert3\ 'I'he more 
necessitous, or the less generous, set the ex- 
ample ; and one has followed another, till 
at length all scruple seems to be removed, 
and the proprietors in the Highlands have no 
more hesitation than in any oIIkt part of the 
kingdom, in turning their estates to the best 
advantage. 

'J'here are still, iiuU'ed, a few chieftains who 
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retain so much of the antient fcurlal notifi-.iS 5 
as to be iV^iwilling to dispossess tiie old'adhe- 
reiits of thenv-familics ; and, from a tender- 
ness towards them, submit to considerable 
loss. 'J’here are many others who, from va- 
nity, are desirous of counting a numerous te- 
nantry, and would willingly preserve the po- 
pulation of their estates, if it could be recon- 
ciled to tlieir pecuniary interest. These mo- 
tives, though now wearing fast awas>g have 
hoAvever had gix'ut effect till of late ; liso that, 
notwithstanding the length of time ttiat has 
elapsed since the year I7d5, a very considtT- 
able proportion of the Highlands remains 
under circumstances directly arising out of 
the feudal s!ate, or is at this moment in the 
crisis of change. Jiut the causes which have 
hitherto rctardi;d the change are so much en- 
feebled, that they cannot long continue to 
have a jierceptible cfi'ect ; and, as an una- 
voidable consequence, the Highlands in ge- 
neral must soon fall into that state ot‘ occu- 
pancy and cultivation which is most condu- 
cive to the pecuniary interest of its individual 
proprietors. 
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III. Co?iscqiic?ices of this change on population — through the 
prevalence of Pasturage — Sheep- Far ruing — and Engros- 
sing of Farms. 

In one very important cii'cumstance, the an- 
tient state of' the Highlands differed remark- 
ably I’rom the rest of the kingdom ; — every 
spot was occupied by nearly as many families 
as the [Voducc of tlie land could subsist. 

! 

In otfier parts, and indeed in every civilized 
country where landed estates are on a large 
scale, we find no more people upon a farm 
than are reckoned necessary for carrying on 
the work that must be done upon it. 'I'his is 
the natural result of the operation of ])ri\'ate 
interest. 'I'lie proprietor lets his land to the 
tenant who will give him the highest rent for 
it ; and the .tenant manages it in the manner 
that he expects will produce him the most 
profit. For this purpose, he must raise as 
much produce, but with as little expense, as 
possible : to avoid expense, he must employ 
no unnecessary hands ; must feed nv) super- 
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fluous inoutlis. The less of the produofe .13 
consumed upon the farm, the more he ean 
carry to market. 

From these causes, the population in all 
those parts of the kingdom which are merely 
agricultural, is reduced inucli below the pro- 
portion of j)cople which the country could 
feed ; while particular sj)ols that arc favour- 
able for manufactures have accumulated a 
population greatly exceeding what ®ie pi’o- 
duce of the immediate vicinity couldi main- 
tain. There the superabundant produce of 
the agricultural districts finds a market; there 
any superabundant population may expect 
to find employment. 

AVhere there is no employment but what 
arises directly from the cultivation ol the land, 
the country is more or less peopled according 
to the mode of cultivation. A Itighly refined 
agriculture, that approaches to gardening, 
will employ a considerable population, though 
not equal to that of a manufacturing district. 
In the ordinary style of agricultural manage- 
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less labour being bestowed on tlie land, 
fewer people will be recjuired, and fewer will 
find a inaintenanee. This will be still more 
the ease where a great proportion of the land 
is in grass ; and even in countries entirely 
devoted to pasture, a dift'erence will be ob- 
served ; as a dairy farm will require more 
hands than the same land employed for mere 
grazing. 

Whc’ii we iiupiire, thcrefori*, what popula- 
tion m^y be maintained in any district, we 
have not merely to ask Avhat the country could 
produce, or how many inhabitants that pro- 
duce could maintain ; the essential point is. 
to know what employment it can afford, and 
under Avhat motle of management the land 
will be most profitable to the oeciqiier. d’o 
examine the Highlands of Scotland by this 
test, let us eonsidei’ what are the other parts 
of the kingifom to which it bears most resem- 
blance. If in any of the mountainous dis- 
tricts of England, Ave find a considerable po- 
pulation collected in one spot, it is where a 
numl)er of hands are required for. Avorking 



: 3 () 


mines, or where the abundance of eoal^haS 
led to the establishment of manufactures. In 
the Highlands there are lew mines, and these 
of little consequence : the country is entirely 
destitute of coals ; and though the inhabitants 
liave an opportunity of supplying themselves 
with }>eat or turf from the mosses, yet this is 
by a process so expensive and precarious in 
a rainy climate, that this fuel is by no means 
a complete sidjstitute for coals, and i? of very 
inferior value. The Highlands are therefore 
on a par with the mountains of the fvouth of 
Scotland, and those on the l^ordeis of the 
two kingdoms, Avith a great part of Cumber- 
land and ^Vestmoreland, of North W ales, and 
some other mountainous districts in I'ngland: 
— in all of these, the soil and climate forbid 
tlu' extension of tillage, Avhile the scannty of 
fuel has discouraged manufacturing industry. 

In such mountainous rcgioils, the most 
profitable employment of land is universally 
found to be in rearing young cattle and 
sheep, which, at a proper age, are bought 
and fattened by farmers in more fertile coun- 
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ti'ies. Few of these mountains arc entire- 
ly' destitute of spots in which cultivation 
might be practicable ; but it is found more 
advantageous to keep them in grass, as the 
numerous docks which a rami’c of mountains 
can feed in summer, require some better pas- 
ture in sheltered situations for a retreat in 
winter. For these reasons, judicious farmers 
attemot little cultivation, except in so far as 
it can be rendered subservient to the accom- 
modatic n of their docks ; and those who have 
tried nu^rc have been obliged to aeknowlcdge, 
that the expense of labour, combined with 
tlu^ loss of their winter pastures, has overba- 
lanced any protit arising from their crops. 

These reasons have still more force in the' 
Iliohlands, where the climate is more adverse 
to the production of grain, and renders a re- 
serve of winter pastures still more indispensa- 
ble Frou’ the jjrevalence therefore of the 
same circumstances, it must be expected that 
the lands will fall into the same general style 
@f manngement ; and that in the Highlands, 
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as in the Cheviots or in Tweeddalfe, a lew 
shepherds, with their dogs, will be found suf- 
ficient for all the profitable work of many an 
extensive range of land. 

Ever since sheep-farming gained a footing 
in the Highlands, the ancient possessors of 
the lands have had a very unequal struggle 
to maintain. It Avould be difficult, jierhaps, 
to quote an instance where they have been 
able to oft'er a rent fully equal to thqt which 
the graiiiers would have given ; and tqe com- 
petition against them has been continually 
increasing. 


On the first introduction of sheep-farming, 
it was confined to a few adventurous indivi- 
duals, Avho, bidng aeeustomed to it in the 
south of Scotland, had penetration to observe 
the vast field Avhich was open to them, and 
firmness to persevere, notwith!}.tanding the 
multiplied obstacles which opposed them. 
Having a great extent of country in their 
choice, they selected only such fanns as were 
]icculiar)y adapted to their purpose, and such. 
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ax they could obtain on very advantageous 
terms. This monopoly, however, lias gradual- 
ly disappeared. 

The first sheep-farmers, like all who intro- 
duce new and successful modes of agriculture, 
reaped great profits, extended their capital, 
and have naturally been induced to employ 
it all ill the same manner. Their success has 
also attracted others from the South of Scot- 
land. 'Vhe more sagacious of the inhabitants 
of theicountry itself saw the benefits they 
might derive from a similar mode of manage- 
ment. The small proprietors of land were 
among the first to imitate it ; and some of 
them have taken the whok?, or the greater 
part of tlu'ir estates into their own possession. 
Many of the tacksmen have also discarded 
their supertluous cotters and subtenants, and 
imitate the lactive industry of the strangers. 
In this manner the graziers have now become 
so numerous as to enter into competition Avith 
one another, and to otfer rents as fully pro- 
portionate to the value of the land as in other 
parts of the kingdom. 

c 
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During the earlier periods of this progress, 
the competition against the old tenantry was 
partial and comparatively feeble ; while, on 
the other hand, the feudal prepossessions of, 
the landlords in their favour still retained 
great force. Hence they often received a 
preference at rents much inferior to those 
which might have been procured for their 
farms ; and though, in many instances, the 
utmost was exacted, that under their mode of 
management appeared to be possible, they 
have, in general, found their situatic'n more 
advantageous than they had Just reason to 
expect. From the great and continual rise 
in the value of grazing cattle, many who, in 
taking their leases, could only calculate on 
a bare subsistence for themselves, have been 
enabled to pay their rent with tolerable ease, 
and even to accumulate some savings. 

The profits of the sheep-farmers during the 
same period, have, however, been incompa- 
rably greater. The sanie rise in the value of 
produce, has operated in their favour also, 
and has" encouraged them to extend their of- 
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fei's of rent to the utmost which the improved 
modes of management enable them to afford. 
TIk^ invariable success that has hitherto at- 
tended the new system of grazing, has, at the 
same time, drawn into this business almost 
every person in the Highlands Avho ean com- 
mand any considerable capital ; so that there 
are now numerous competitors for every faim 
that is adapted to this purpose. — Such a com- 
petition, the old tenantry cannot possibly re- 
sist ; and the consecpience is inevitable, that, 
as fastias the current leases expire, the whole, 
or nearly the whole, of this body of men will 
be dispossessed. 

The cotters are scarcely more likely to hold 
their place ; because, though a few may be 
re([uisite, yet the number usually employed 
f)n any farm under the old system, was incom- 
jiarably greater than a grazier has oecasion 
for. The rents that are now to be paid, will 
not allow the occupier to submit to any un- 
necessary expense : the families to be main- 
tained on the ground must, for his own inte- 
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rest, be reduced to the small number who are 
sufficient for the tending of his flocks. 

The tract of country known by the general 
name of Highlands, is not everywhere moun- 
tainous ; and there are situations where, in 
all probability, sheep-farming will not pre- 
vail. In some parts the country consists of 
low hills, more adapted for pasturing black 
cattle than sheep ; in others, there is a great 
proportion of arable land ; but the climate is 
generally a discouragement to tillage, even 
where the soil and situation oppose no obsta- 
cles. — The Western Coast and Isles are sub- 
ject to such excessive rains, that a crop of 
grain can scarcely be secured Avithout da- 
mage, or at least not without great expense, 
difficulty, and uncertainty. Under these cir- 
cumstances, the farmer will certainly find it 
for his advantage to keep the greatest part of 
his arable land in pasture : and^ though the 
tending of cattle may require rather more la- 
bour than that of sheep, yet grazing of any 
kind, when managed Avith oeconomy, can af- 
ford employment to very fcAV people in com- 
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p^rison with the numbers hitherto maintained 
under the old system of the Highlands. 

The same general principle is applicable; 
even to the districts where agriculture can be 
carried on to advantage : in no part Avill cul- 
tivation require all the people whom the pro- 
duce of the land can support. Where farms 
are very small, the proprietors will, in every 
situation, find it for their interest to throw 
several into the hands of one man. The oc- 
cupier pf a minute portion of land, Avho, Avith- 
out any other source of profit, can raise little 
more produce than enough for his own con- 
sumption, has no means of paying an ade- 
quate rent. One man, constantly employed, 
might accomplish all the work of cultivating 
several of these small possessions. AVhen they 
are thrown together, the farmer is enabled, 
merely by diminishing the number of super- 
fluous mouths, to send a part of the produce 
to market ; and from the same land, without 
any addition to its fertility, to afford a better 
rent to the landlord *. This the Highland 


See Appendix [C]. 
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proprietors have already begun to experience ; 
and a tendency to the engrossing of farms, is 
very observable in the agricultural districts, 
as well as in those employed in pasturage. 

From these reasons, it is an unavoidable 
consequence that a great pro})ortion of the 
small occupiers of land must be dis])ossessed. 
Of the people, whose services were necessary 
in the feudal times, a small part only can be 
useful as agricultural labourers. 'I'he super- 
fluous numbers have been hitherto twuibled 
to live by possessing land at a rent below its 
value : directly, or indirectly, they arc a bur- 
then on the proprietors ; and unless some new 
and profitable employment can be devised lor 
them, they must continue to be a burthen as 
long as they remain in the country. To this 
the proprietors certainly will not long sub- 
mit ; and, therefore, a. great part of the pre- 
sent inhabitants of the Highlands must, in 
one way or another, seek for means of live- 
lihood totally ditferent from those on which 
they have hitherto depended. 
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Though there has been a continual pro- 
gress towards this state of things, it lias never 
till now taken place to its full extent. Those 
parts of the Highlands, where the new modes 
’ of management are generally established, form, 
as yet, but the smaller proportion. From other 
distriets, where they have been more recently 
introduced, emigrations have taken place on 
former occasions, but not to such an extent, 
as to produce a sensible diminution of the 
inhabitants. Thus the change of system has 
yet to ^produce its entire and unimpaired ef- 
fect in a country still teeming with the su- 
perabundant population accumulated by the 
genius of the feudal times. 
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IV. Situaiion and circumstances oj the old tenantry — choice 
of resources when dispossessed oJ their farms — Kmigration 
preferred — for what reasons — limited in extent. 

T HIS great change in the system of manage- 
ment throughout the Highlands branches into 
various and complicated eft'ects. In order to 
give a clear view of its unavoidable conse- 
quences, it will be proper, first, to enter into 
some details as to the situation and mode of 
life of the people, such as we actually find 
them, where the old system of occuj)aiv"y still 
remains. From this it will be easy to deduce 
the immediate effects which the change must 
produce on their circumstances ; and it will 
thus appear that emigration is the line of con- 
duct which the occasion leads them most na- 
turally to pursue. After considering this con- 
sequence, as it affects the interest of the pub- 
lic, the same details will enable us to appre- 
ciate hoAv far it may be obviated.or modifit'd 
by legislative wisdom ; and this will lead to 
a discussion of all the resources which have 
been proposed as remedies for preventing emi- 
gration. . 
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In consequence of the extensive distribu- 
tion of landed possessions arising from the I'eu- 
dal manners, combined with the small pro- 
gress that has been made in the arts of life 
and division ol‘ labour, the people of the High- 
lands are not separated into distinct classes of 
farmers, labourers, and mechanics : they are 
all more or less engaged in agriculture. There 
arc no markets where provisions can be pur- 
chasc;d, so that every man must be a farmer, 
at least^ so far as to raise provisions for his 
own family. AVhatever additional employ- 
ment a man Jiiay folloAV, he must occupy a 
small spot of land ; and any one who cannot 
procure such a possession, cannot live in the 
country. 

I'he I'arms occupied by the common te- 
nantry, are hamlets or petty townships held 
by six or eigjit partners, sometimes by many 
more. I’lui shai'cs appear to have been ori- 
ginally equal; but, by the subdivision of some, 

^ Called ill the Gaelic language hailc ; in the Low 
( ’ountry dialect toum. 
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and the accumulation, in other cases, of scA'e- 
ral in the same hand, it is noAV frequently 
found that one man has a third or a fourth 
part of a farm, while his neighbour has but a 
fifteenth or a tAventieth part. 

These farms consist, in general, of a por- 
tion of a A’allcy, to AA'hich is annexed a tract 
of mountain pasture, ol’teu stretching to the 
distance of many miles. The habitations arc 
collected in a little Aullage, upon the best of 
the arable lands, Avhich are used as (pvfis in 
constant tillage. The less fertile of the arable 
lands on the outskirts, termed outfield, are 
only occasionally culti\'ated, and every part 
of them is in its turn allowed to rest in grass. 
I’he lands in tillage ar;e sometimes cultivated 
in common, but are more usually distributed 
among the tenants in proportion to their shares ; 
seldom, hoAvever, in a permanent manner, 
but f]-om year to year. The produce of the 
land in tillage is rarely more than sufficient 
to maintain the tenants and their families. 
Their riches consist of cattle, chiefly breed- 
ing coAvs, and the young stock produced 
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from them, which are maintained on the 
farm till of a proper age for the market ; 
and by the sale of these the tenants are ena- 
^bled to pay their rent. The number which 
each farm or toxin is capable of maintaining, 
is ascertained by antient usage, and may b(‘, 
in general, from thirty to eighty cows, besides 
other cattle. Of these, each tenant is allow- 
ed to ket^p a fixed proportion, according to 
his share of the farm. 

3’he ioint occupiers of such farms are term- 
ed small tenants, to distinguish them from the 
tacksmen, who hold entirt^ farms, and who are 
in gx'neral of the rank of gentry, each of them 
tracing himself to some antient proprietor of 
the estate, who has allotted tlu* larm as a 
provision for a cadet of his family. 

Upon th« farms of the tacksnum, are a 
number of subtenants or cottex-s, under which 
general term may be included various local 
denominations of crofters, mailers, &c. &c. 
d’hese people hold their possessions under va- 
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rious conditions i sometimes they differ fronj 
the tenants in little else than the diminutive 
scale of their possessions ; but in general they 
have a greater or less amount of labour to 
perform as a part of their rent. Frequently 
they arc absolute servants to their immediate 
superior, having the command only of a small 
share of their own time to cultivate the land 
allowed them for maintaining their families. 
Sometimes the tacksman allows a portion of 
his own tillage-field for his cotter ; sometimes 
a small separate croft is laid off for hipi ; and 
he is likewise allowed, in general, to pasture 
a cow, or perhaps two, along with the cattle 
of the farm 

Cotters are not confined to the farms of the 
tacksmen — they are also intermixed with the 
small tenants. Two or three are gcmerally em- 
ployed on every farm, as servants»ot the whole 
partnership, lor herding their cattle, or pre- 
venting the trespasses of others. I’here are also 
a few people who exercise the trades of black- 


See Appendix [Dj. 



smiths, weavers, taylors, shoemakers, &c. and 
who bargain with one or other of tlie tenants 
for a portion of his land. Sometimes persons 
who have been dispossessed of their own 
farms, and are unable to procure a share of 
one elsewhere, will secure a temporary resi- 
dence in the country by taking subsets of this 
kind ; sometimes individuals, connected by 
relationship with the tenants of a farm, and 
who have no other resource, are permitted, 
from mere charity, to occupy some corner of 
waste l^nd, where, by raising crops of pota- 
toes, they contrive to procure a miserabk? 
subsistence. 

It may be easily conceived, that the line 
between these two classes, the small tenants 
and the cotters, is not always A'^ery accurately 
defined ; some of the more opulent of the cot- 
ters being as well provided as the lowest of 
the tenants. .Upon the whole, however, there 
is a great difference in the amount of their 
property, and in the vicAvs they may enter- 
tain, when, by the progress of sheep-farming, 
they are dispossessed of their tenements. 
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Among the more opulent, it is not uncommon 
for one man to have twelve, fifteen, or even 
twenty cows ; but, in general, the small te- 
nant, according to his share of the farm, may 
have from three or four, to six or eight coavs, 
and always Avith a proportionate number of 
young cattle. He has also horses, a few small 
sheep, implements of agriculture, and various 
household articles to dispose of ; and, from 
the sale of all these he is enabled to embark 
in undertakings Avhich cannot be thought of 
by the cotter, and Avhich arc not Avithin the: 
reach of the peasantiy even in the more im- 
proved and richer parts of the kingdom. 

There the labouring pool-, though earning 
A-ery considerable Avages, are seldom possess- 
ed of much permanent [iroperty. 'J'heir daily 
or Aveekly wages are expended in the market 
as fast as they arise, for the innnediate su])- 
ply of their families. Jn the. Highlands, 
there are fcAV of the loAver class Avho have 
the means of living nearly so Avell as an En- 
glish labourer, but many who have property 
of much greater value. In the Agricultural 
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Survey of the Northern Counties, details are 
give n of the economy of a farmer of about 30 
acres of arable land, whose diet and habita- 
tion appear to b(' of the lowest kind, the total 
value of his buildings not exceeding 10/., and 
the annual consumption of jwovisions for his 
own family and three servants amounting to 
about 15/. ; yet liis ca])ital is estimated at 1 16/.; 
and ti'om the adx unce in the price of cattle 
since tlic date of that publication, his stock 
must now be of considerably greater value 

Of this dcscri])tion of people it has often 
happened that 30 or 40 families have been 
disjiossessed all at onc(', to make' Avay for a 
great sheep-larm ; — and those w lio have at- 
tended to the preceding details will easily un- 
derstand the dilemma to which every one ol’ 
tlu'sc* people must b(^ reduced. 'J’he country 
atfords no means of living without a posses- 
sion of land,. and how is that to be procin’ed ? 
I’he farms, that are not already in the hands 
of the graziers, are all full of inhabitants, 

See Survey of the Northern Counties of Scotland^ 
drawn up for the Jioard of Agriculture, page 76 to 84. 
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themselves perhaps in dread of the same fate, 
and at any rate too crowded to make room 
for him. Should he, in spite of every diffi- 
culty, resolve to earn his bread as a labourer, 
he can expect no employment in a neigh- 
bourhood, where every spot is occupied by 
many more people than are necessary for its 
own work ; and if any casual opportunity of 
employment occur, it is too uncertain to be 
depended upon. Let his industrious dispo- 
sitions be ever so great, he must, in the total 
want of manufacturing employment in his 
own neighbourhood, quit his native spot ; 
and, if he do not leave the kingdom altoge- 
ther, must resort to some of those situations 
where the increasing demand for labour af- 
fords a prospect of employment. 

When a great number arc dispossessed at 
once, and the land is to be applied to pur- 
poses that afford little or no employment, as 
ill a sheep-walk, the conclusion is so evident 
as to require no illustration : but the case is 
not essentially altered when these people arc 
dismissed in a gradual and continued pro- 



49 


gress one after another. In this way, indeed, 
the circumstance does not excite so much 
public attention ; but the effects on the state 
of the country are the same : and to the indi- 
vidual who is dispossessed, it makes no other 
difference than that he has fewer companions 
to share his misfortune. It is equally impos- 
sible for him to find resources in his native 
spot, and he is equally under the necessity 
of removing to a dift’erent situation. 

Sliocp-farming, though it is the most pro- 
minent occasion, is not the radical cause of 
the clifficulties to Avhich the peasantry of the 
Highlands are I'educed : the disposition to ex- 
tend farms by throAving several possessions 
into one, must produce the same effect, in 
whatever mode the laud is afterwards to be 
managed. 


To the dispossessed tenantry, as well as to 
the cotters, who by the same progress of 
things are deprived of their situation and live- 
lihood, two different resources present them- 
selves. They know that in the Low Country 

i> 
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of Scotland, and particularly in the manu- 
facturing towns, labour will procure them 
good wages : they know likewise that in Ame- 
rica the wages of labour arc still higher, and 
that, from the moderate price ol‘ land, they 
may expect to obtain there not only the pos- 
session of a farm, but an absolute property. 

Of these alternatives, every one who is ac* 
(luainted with the country must admit that 
Emigration is b}' far the most likely to suit 
the inclination and habits of the J lighlanders. 
It requires a great momentary elfort ; but 
holds out a speedy prospect of a situatif)n and 
mode of life similar to that in Avhich they 
have been educated. Aceustomed to poss('&s 
landj to derive from it all the comforts they 
enjoy, they naturally consider it as indispen- 
sable, and can form no idea of happiness 

•» 

without such a possession. No prospect of 
an accommodation of this kind can enter into 
the vicAVS of any one avIio seeks lor employ- 
ment as a day-labourer, still less of those who 
resort to a manufacturing toAvn. 
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The manners of a town, the praetice of se- 
' dentary labour under the roof of a manufac- 
tory’-, present to the Highlander a most irk- 
.some c( itrast to his former life. Among his 
native mountains he is accustomed to a free- 
dom trom constraint which approaches to the 
independence of the savage. His activity is 
occasionally calked forth to the utmost stretch, 
in conducting his boat through boisterous 
waves, or in traversing the Avildest mountains 
amidst the storms of Avintcr : but these ef- 
forts an* succeeded by intervals of indolence 
ecjually extreme. He is accustomed to occa- 
sional exertions of agricvdtural labour, but 
Avithout any habits of regular and steady in- 
dustry ; and he has not the least experience 
of sedentary employments, for Avhich, most 
frequently, the prejudices of his infancy have 
taught him to entertain a contempt. 

'''o a person of such habits, a manufactory 
can lave no attraction except in a case of ne- 
cessity ; it can never be his choice, Avhen any 
resource can be found more congenial to his 
native disposition. The occupations of an 
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agricultural labourer, though very difterent, 
would not be so great a contrast to his for- 
mer life ; but the demand for labour, in this 
line, is too limited to afford him any great 
encouragement. In this, as well as in ma- 
nufacturing establishments, every desirable 
situation is pre-occupied by men of much 
greater skill than the untutored Highlander. 
He has therefore little chance of finding em- 
ployment but in works of the lowest drudgery. 

To this it is to be added, that the rituation 
of a mere day-labourer, is one which must 
appear degrading to a person, who has been 
the possessor of a portion of land however 
small, and has been accustomed to consider 
himself as in the rank of a farmei'. I n America , 
on the contrary, he has a prospect of supe- 
rior rank ; of holding land by a pennanent te- 
nure, instead of a temporary, precarious, and 
dependant possession. It is not to be forgot- 
ten, that every motive of this nature has a 
peculiar degree of force on the minds of the 
Highland peasantry. The pride, which for- 
merly pervaded even the lowest classes, has 
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always been a prominent feature of their na- 
tional character : and this feeling is deeply 
wounded by the distant behaviour they now 
experience from their chieftains — a mortify- 
ing contrast to the cordiality that subsisted 
in the feudal times. 

It has sometimes been alleged, that these 
motives of preference derive their principal 
strength from the ignorance of the people, and 
their expectation of procuring in America lands 
like thcise of Britain, fit for immediate cultiva- 
tion. That such ideas may have been enter- 
tained, and even thatindividuals who knew bet- 
ter may have been unprincipled enough to cir- 
culate such falsehoods, is not impossible : but 
certainly there is no need of recurring to de- 
lusions of this kind, for an expl^ination of the 
universal preference of the Highlanders foi’ 
America. 1 know, indeed, from personal 
communication with them, that they are 
aware of the laborious process that is neces- 
sary I'or bringing the forest lands into a pro- 
ductive state. But this is not sufficient to 
deter men of vigorous minds, when they are 
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incited by such powerful motives to encoun- 
ter the dilficulty. 

It is indeed very probable, that the fashion, 
being once set, may influence some who are 
under no absolute necessity of emigrating. 
That this cause, however, has any very ex- 
tensive o])eration, I can see no ground for 
believing. Those who represent the emigra- 
tions as arising from capricious and inade- 
quate motives, argue from the circumstance 
of tenants having occasionally relinquished 
advantageous leases several years before their 
expiration, in order to go to America. 'J’his, 
I believe to be a fact, though a very rare oc- 
currence ; but were it ever so common, it 
would afibrd no proof in favour of the argu- 
ment which it is brought to support. 

Do the gentlemen who urge tins argument, 
suppose the tenantry so blind as to perceive 
no danger till they are overwhelmed ? Tlie 
fate of their friends and neighbours is a sufli- 
cient warning of that which they must sooner 
Of later expect. It is surely with good rea* 



son they are convinced that they cannot long 
continue to retain the possessions- they now 
hold ; and, under this conviction, the simplest 
dictates of prudence would lead them to an- 
ticipate the evil day, if they meet any un- 
commonly favourable opportunity for execu- 
ting tlie plans to which, sooner or later, they 
must have recourse, 

I’hc price of cattle has of late years been 
so fluctuating, and at some periods so ex- 
tremely high, that opportunities have occur- 
red for tenants to sell ofl' their stock at two 
or three times their usual and average value. 
Those who availed themselves of this advan- 
tage have accpiired so great an increase of 
capital, that a few remaining years of an ex- 
piring lease could be no object when put in 
comparison. Such instaiiccs, so far from im- 
plying capricious levity in the people, are ra- 
ther a proof of the deep impression which the 
circumstances of the country have made on 
their minds, and of the deliberate foresight 
with which their determinations arc formed. 
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If there were no other proof that emigra- 
tion arises from radical and peculiar causes 
in the circumstances of the country, it might 
be strongly presumed from the fact, that while 
this spirit is so prevalent in the Highlands, it 
has made no impression, or a very inconsider- 
able and transient impression, in the adjoin- 
ing Lowlands. The labourer in the South 
may occasionally feel the stimulus of ambi- 
tion ; but this affects comparatively few : the 
great mass of people go on in the track to 
which they have been accustomed ; none but 
those of peculiarly ardent minds can bring 
themselves, for the sake of a distant object, 
to make the exertion which emigration re- 
quires. 

The Highlander, who is dispossessed of his 
land, is forced to this species of exertion : it 
is utterly impossible for him to go on in the 
path he has been accustomed to tread. Whe- 
ther he emigrate to America, or remove to 
the Low Country of Scotland, the scene is 
equally new to him ; his habits are broken 
through : he must in either case form himself 

4 
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to an eritirely new mode of life. Forced to 
a change, it is comparatively of little conse- 
quence whether he undertake an exertion of 
greater or less amount To move his fami- 
ly tfom the Highlands to Cflasgow or Paisley, 
is not to be done without an eftbrt, and, to a 
poor man, a very considerable effort : and if 
the result is, that, after all, he must enter 
upon a mode of life to which all his habits 
render him averse, which all his prejudices 
t(;ach him to consider as degrading, it is sure- 
ly to be expecte d that he Avill be ready to 
cany his effort something further, in order to 
attain a more desirable situation. 

I'hough the Highlanders arc certainly very 
inferior to their Southern neighbours in ha- 
bits of regular and steady industry, yet, for 
a temporary effort, there arc few peo})le expial 
to llu'in ; rfonc who will submit to greater 
hardships and privations, where tlure is a 
great object to be accomplished. Any one 
who resolves on braving the difficulties of 
an American settlement, may soon look for- 


* See Appendix [E.] 
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ward to a situation so much superior to 
that of a day-labourer, and, particularly, so 
much more consonant to his former mode of 
life, that no tenant, who loses his farm in 
the Highlands, can hesitate between these 
resources, unless his preference is over-ruled 
by circumstances of inevitable necessity. 

Accordingly, with a very few exceptions, 
we find the choice of the Highlanders has 
been entirely regulated by their ability or in- 
ability to afford the expenses of their j)assage 
to America ; and among those whose poverty 
has forced them to go into the manufacturing 
towns, some of the most remarkable exertions 
of industry have been prompted only by the 
desire of accumulating as much money, as 
might enable them to join their friends be- 
yond the Atlantic. 

From the peculiar circumstances of the 
Highlands, the proportion of the peasantry, 
whose property is sufficient to caiTy them to 
America, is much greater than in other parts 
of the kingdom. 
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.Tlie excessive division of land arising from 
the feudal manners, has confounded and in- 
termixed the characters of farmer and la- 
bourer ; and, while it has reduced to a very 
low standard the rank of the individual far- 
mer, has diffused the agricultural capital of 
the country among a great number of hands. 
'J’he small tenants I'orm a very considerable^ 
proportion of the population of the High- 
lands. Tew, even of the loAvest of this class, 
aix', in ordinary times, unable to pay for 
their passage to America : in most instances 
they have carried with them some money to 
begin Avith in their ncAV situation. 

The cotters, on the contrary, have not, in 
general, had property adequate to the ex- 
pense of the passage, and Icav of them have 
ever been able to emigrate. I’ln'ie have been 
instances of* young unmarried men binding 
themselves by indenture to a number of years 
service in return for their passage ; but this 
has been very rare. From Ireland, there has 
been a greater proportion of these redemp- 
tioners (as they are called) : they are gene- 



rally, however, young men who go to seek 
their fortunes ; careless, perhaps, whether they 
ever again meet their relations. 'J’he more 
social and systematic plan which the High- 
landers have always followed in going to Ame- 
rica, is inconsistent with the obligations of a 
redemptioner ; and to men with families, this 
resource is wholly inapplicable. The emi- 
grants have, therefore, been almost entirely 
of the class of tenants ; while the cotters, 
•whom the same change of agficultural system 
has deprived of their means of livclihoQd, have 
in general removed into the manufacturing 
districts of the South of Scotland. 

Some expectations have been entertained, 
that the great public Avorks which have lately 
been set on foot in the North of Scotland, 
the Caledonial canal, and the improvement 
of the roads, may prevent emigration by the 
employment they will afford. ‘But this is 
more than problematical. Their great and 
permanent national utility is a sufficient 
ground of praise for these noble undertakings. 
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without ascribing to them effects to which 
they are altogether inadequate. 

These works may give a temporary relief 
to some of the peasantry, but will not essen- 
tially alter the circumstances of the country. 
They bring employment a little nearer to the 
people, but few can derive any advantage 
from this Avithout a change of residence. 
Those who have to remove their families, 
cannot forget that the employment will only 
be tempoi’ary, and this reflection will strong- 
ly counteract the preference Avliich the situa- 
tion Avould otherwise cominand. No one Avill 
be disposed to form permanent arrangements 
on such a foundation. 

Except in point of situation, the employ- 
ment afforded by these public Avorks has no 
adAmntage over that Avhich the Highlanders 

O O 

have long been in the habit of seeking in the 
Low Country of Scotland. The small tenant, 
who is deprived of his land, has still the same 
question to ask himself as formerly, — Avhether 
he AyiJi'^emove into a different part of the 
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country to earn his subsistence as a labourer, 
or go to America to obtain land : — and the 
motives which have hitherto determined his 
preference for emigration will in no respect 
be altered. 
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, Political effects of the Emigrations — The Highlands 
hitherto a nursery of Soldiers — circumstances on which this 
depended — no longer exist — the loss of this national ad-- 
vantage does not arise from Emigration. 

A.MONG the effects of emigration, there is 
none that has been more universally lamented 
than the loss of tliat valuable supply of sol- 
diers, which the public service has hitherto 
derived from the Highlands. At such a mo- 
ment as this, it is impossible not to feel deep 
legret at e\'ciy circumstance which may tend 
to impair the military resources of the nation ; 
and if any satisfactory means could be devi- 
sed for obviating, or even Jbr suspending, an 
e\'il of this nature, it must b(; considered as 
of the greatest importance. But how this is 
to be accomplished, is not to be rashly de- 
cided. This is not the only (juestion of poli- 
tical econom;^ where an apparently direct re- 
medy, occurriiig on a superficial view of the 
subject, may ‘prove to be calculated in no 
.degree to prevent, perhaps to aggravate, the 
m il we nish to avoid. 

Fmu*^ie details that have been given as 
to tlfe state of the Highlands previous to the 
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year 1745, it will be observed, that all thr 
power of the chieftains over their followers, 
was ultimately derived from the low rent of 
their lands. This was the essential circum- 
stance on the greater or less continuance of 
which the subsequent state of the country has 
chiefly depended. 'J'hose proprietors Avho 
continued to exact rents very inadequate to 
the real value of their land, maintained all 
their former authority over the tenantry, per- 
haps even a still greater ; for, during tlu; feu- 
dal times, this authority was temper<>d by the 
dependence of the gentiy on the afli'ction of 
their followers for personal salely. Alter the 
year 1745, the tenantry had no such return 
to make for the means of subsistence they 
derived from the indidgence of their land- 
lord. They felt, at the same time, tliat lu' 
must be under frequent temptations to dis- 
continue that indulgence, and, tluax'fore, were 
still more anxious than formerly to merit his 
favour. 

The only opportunity they had of render- 
ing him any important obligation,^ ''«s when 
he undertook to raise men for tlie army. , Tlie 
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zeal with Avhich the followers of any chieftain 
came forward to enlist, was prompted 
not only by affection and the enthusiasm of 
clanship, but likewise by obvious views of 
private interest. The tenant who, on such 
an occasion, should have refused to comply 
with the wishes of his landlord, was sensible 
that he could expect no further favour, and 
would be turned out of his farm, d'hc more 
considerable the possession he held, the more 
was it his interest, as well as his duty to exert 
himself. The most respectable of the tenant- 
ry would, therefore, be among the first to bring 
f'orward their sons; and the landlord might, 
with an authority almost despotic, select from 
among the youth upon his estate, all avIio ap- 
peared most suitable for recruits, 'hhe gentry 
of the Highlands were, in general, too good 
pt)litk;ians to make a wanton display of this 
power A and well enough acquainted with the 
temper Jof their people to know that they 
wouldjwmc forward with more alacrity, if al- 
lowed to indulge the flattering idea that their 
exertions Avere the spontaneous effect of at- 
faenmenty^o the chief ; yet, perhaps, jio man 

I', 
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of penetration in the country ever cloul>tcd 
the real cause of the facility, witli which tb.e 
Highland landlords could raise such numbers 
of men m ith such magical ra})idity. 

It is easy to see liow superior a body of 
men, thus composed, nuist be to a reginu'iit 
recruited in the ordinary manner in otiu'r 
parts of the kingdom. As long as the old 
system remained in its purity, as long as the 
rents in the ilighlands continued nearly at 
their old standard, the iiighland regiments 
maintained a \ ery supca’ior character, instead 
of the refuse of a manulactui ing town, these 
regiments were comj)osed of hardy mourn 
taineers, ■whose ordinary mode of life was a 
perfect school for the habits of a st)ldier. 'liiey 
were composed of tlu; most res})ectable of the 
peasantry ; men, for whose fidelity and good 
conduct there was a solid pledge', ih the fa- 
milies they left at home, and in the motives 
that induced them to enter into the service ; 
men, who had much stronger motives of obe- 
dience to their officers than the lash can , en- 
force ; who were previously accustomed, from 
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their infancy, to respect and obey the same 
.sVperiors who led tlicin into the field ; who 
looked on them as their protectors no less 
than their commanders ; men, in whose minds 
the attachment of clanship still retained a 
large portion of its antitmt enthusiasm. 

Besides this, each corps being collected 
from the same neighbourhood, the men were 
connected by the lies of friendship and of 
blood ; and every one saw in his companions 
those with whom he had to pass the rest of 
his life, whether in a militaiy capacitj’^ or not. 
Every one Avas thercibre more solicitous to 
maintain an unblemished character, than he 
would have been among a medley of stran- 
gers, from whom he might soon be parted, to 
meet no more. I’he same circumstance tend- 
ed to'^vc the soldiery a peculiar degree of 
that esprit de corps, Avhicli is so powerful an 
engine in the Jiands of a judicious comman- 
der. J«e attachment of the Highland soldier 
to' ms regiment Avas not of a casual or transi- 
torji nature, —it Avas not a matter of indiflfer- 
enoe to iu(m, or the result of accident, whe- 
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ther he hclonged to one regiment or anotlior, 
— his regiment was derived from his clan, anti 
inseparably connected with it : in the honour 
of his regiment he saw that of his name ; and 
to it he transferred all those sentiments of 
glory, which early education had connected 
with the achievements of his ancestors. 

The well-known military character of the 
Highlanders may thus be naturally accounted 
for : but the peculiarities that have been de- 
scribed may all be traced to the recent feudal 
state of the country ; and in proportion as 
this has been supplanted by the progress of 
a commercial systeni, the Highland regiments 
have approached to a similarity with the other 
regiments in the service. 'I’he low rent of 
land was the foundation of the whole difha- 
ence ; and, that existing no longer, t/herc is 
no possibility tliat its consequences Can long 
continue. When the Highlavid chie'‘’tain ex- 
acts the full value for his land, his ^people, 
even if he could accommodate them all, 'will 
no longer be dependants ; the relation ^^be- 
tween tiiera must be the same as \etweefc a 



69 

kmtilord and his tenants in any other part of 
l|iie kingdom. 

It is not usual in any district for a consi- 
derable proprietor to exact for his land the 
utmost shilling which it can possibly afford. 
'The tenant has almost always some advantage 
in his bargain ; and, in proportion to this ad- 
A’antage, he will be disposed to pay a certain 
deference to his landlord. Jn many parts of 
England, where the farmers are tenants at will, 
the rentes arc certainly lower, in proportion to 
the real value of the lands, than in Scotland, 
where leases for a term of years are generally 
prevalent. It is probable, therefore, that the 
tenantry of the Highlands, under the new 
system, Avill be even more independent than 
those of England ; and certainly in a very 
different situation from that, in which tliey 
felt a necessity of (juitting their families and 
their h/)mes,» whenever they were called upon 
by^heir landlord. 

Yorkshire farmer may give his vote at 
a/ election for the candidate whom* his land- 
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lord recommends, but would be rather sur- 
prised at an order to enlist, — not less, perhaps, 
than he would be at a summons to attend his 
lord to the attack of a neighbouring cas- 
tle. Such a summons, however, to his an- 
cestors, would once have been as iiTesislible 
a command, as recently it was to the High- 
lander. d’he same change in the circumstan- 
ces of the country, must produce the same 
consequences in the Highlands as in Kng- 
land. It would be as absurd now to expect 
every Highlander to follow his chief into the 
field, as to suppose that any English noble- 
man could, in these days, march against Lon- 
don with an army of his dependants, because 
that Avas done by Warwick the King-maker. 

Independently, therefore, of depopulation, 
that nursery of soldiers Avhich has liiyfierto 
been found in the Highlands cannot continue. 

1 

If there is a possibility of retaining tlic nre- 
sent population under the change of the agri- 
cultural system, it is clear that this must be 
done by introducing among the inltabitatlN 
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new brandies of industry, by which lhost‘ 
yiio are deprived of their lands may obtain a 
subsistence. If manufactories could be es- 
tablished, so exb'nsivcly as to employ all the 
present inhabitants, they must, of course, ac- 
quire the habits of other manufacturing dis- 
tricts. Like them, indeed, they would furnish 
a proportion of recruits ; but these would be 
of a very difterentdi'scription from the recruits 
that have hitherto b('en sent Ironi the High- 
lands. 

Will it be argued, that there is something 
in the blood of the Highlanders that will ren- 
der them soldiers under every circumstance 
of habit or education t If that be the case, 
they will form as good a nursery of soldiers at 
Glasgow or Paisley, as in their native valleys. 
Or (^es their military character arise Irom 
the loAil and physical circumstances of their 
countr/ ; and is the manufacturer of a moun- 
taiimds district ditferent tfom the manufac- 
Lii/er of a plain ? Be it so — still a Highland 
[•cKiment, recruited among manufacturing vil- 
lij><^es, ymst be extremely ditferent •from the 
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Highland regiments we have hitherto seen - 
we can no longer expect to see the flower (, f 
the peasantry, collected in the ranks, undcT 
their natural superiors. 


Where men are occupied with industrious 
pursuits, those of steady habits will be suc- 
cessful in their business, and become attached 
to it ; none will be easily tempted to quit 
their home, but those who from idleness and 
dissipation have not succeeded in their ordi- 
nary occupations. Men of tliis description, 
inlisting singly and unconnected, in any regi- 
ment they may happen to meet, under officers 
who are unknown to them, can be depended 
on no further than their obedience is enfor- 
ced by the rigour of military discipline. A 
regiment thus composed, whether from the 
Highlands or any other part of the kirv^dom, 
will be in no respect different from the ordi- 
nary regiments in the service. 


r*’ 


This change in the composition and chanx- 
ter of the Highland regiments, is not a mbre 
speculative probability, but has bee»^tua¥tv 
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going on in a progressive manner, eyer since 

• t^ie advance of rents began to be consider- 
able. We must go baek to the Seven- Years 

• W ar to find these regiments in their original 
purity, formed entirely on the feudal princi-^ 
pie, and raised in the manner that has been 
described. Even as early as the American 
war, some tendency towards a dilFerent system 
was to be observed * ; and during the late 
war, it went so far, that many regiments were 
Highland scarcely more than in name. Some 
corps wjere indeed composed nearly in the 
antient manner ; but there were others in 
which few of the nien had any connexion 
whatever with the estates of their officers, 
being recruited, in the ordinary mannei', in 
Glasgow and other manufacturing places, and 
consisting of any description of people, Low- 
landcis and Irish, as well as Highlanders. 

Those genthmien, whose estates had long 
beeji ''occupied in large grazings, could not, 

• injifact, raise men in any other manner. The 
influence yt' a popular character in his im-» 

* See Appendix fF.] 



74 


mediate neighbourhood, will every where 
have some little efl'ect in bringing forward rcr 
emits ; and the care with which the commis- 
sions ill some regiments were distributed 
among gentlemen resident in the same dis- 
trict, gave thi'sc corps a certain degree of 
local connexion, which is not I'ound in the 
service in general. Still, however, there was 
a great ditference between these, and the 
regiments which were raised in the remoter 
parts of the Highlands, where the change in 
the state of the country was only partially 
accomplished, and where recruiting jirocecd- 
ed on the old system. 

It is to be observed, that the great demand 
for men during the late Avar, and the uncom- 
mon advantages that accrued to those gentle- 
men, who had still the means of inti ui?hcing 
their tenantry, suspended for a time the ex- 
tension of sheep-farming, and tlpc' progress of 
the advance of rents. Many estates v:hich 
were ripe for the changes that have siacc 
been made, and Avhich, if peace had not 
been interrupted, Avould have beoy. let \.o 
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glaziers seven or eight years earlier, remain- 
ed, foi* a time, in the hands of the small te- 
nants, Avho were not dismissed till the conclu- 
sion of the war rendered their personal servi- 
ces of little further use. 'J'his circumstance 
goes a griiat way in accounting, both for the 
suspension of emigration during the late war, 
and for that sudden burst, which appeared 
immediately after peace was concluded. 

The same may again take place in a cer- 
tain degree, but cannot again have much ef- 
fect. The tract in Avhich the old system re- 
mains, is reduced within narrow limits ; and 
even there, the tenantry will not be so easily 
influenced as formerly. They have learnt, 
by the experience of their neighbours, that a 
com[)liance with the desire of their landlords 

may protract the period of their dismissal, 

» 

but cannot procure them that permanent pos- 
session they formerly expected to preserve. A 
few years more must, in all probability, com- 
plete the change in the agricultural system 
of the Highlands, and bury in oblivion every 
circumstance that distinguishes the High- 
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lands, as a nursery of soldiers, from the rest 
of the kingdom, 

The change in the composition of the High- 
land regiments, whatever may be its conse- 
quences hereafter, has not yet entirely alter- 
ed their peculiar spirit and character. Mi- 
litarj^ men well know the effect which the 
established character of any regiment has 
in moulding the mind of the recruit ; and 
how long a peculiarity may thereby be 
preserved, though pei’haps originating from 
mere accident. The reputation acquired by 
the old Highland regiments, has probably 
had no small effect on their successors, and 
perhaps also on the opinion of the public. 

In a period of great and imminent national 
danger, the reflection may naturally occur, as it 
has, in fact, occurred to men whose opinions de- 
serve the highest respect, that an exclusive at- 
tention to commercial improvement may lead 
to very pernicious consequences, and that ^he 
feudal system, with all its unavoic^able evils, 
had effects on the national character, the loss pf 
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which may be justly regretted. Whether it 
be within the reach of political wisdom to re- 
concile these opposite systems, or by any 
means to retain the appropriate advantages 
of each, is a most interesting question, but 
not connected with the immediate subject of 
these discussions ; since every argument which, 
in this view, ca7i be applied to the Highlands, 
must be equally applicable to the rest of 
the kingdom. It is sufficient for our present 
purpose, if the circumstances we actually ob- 
serve, ^re distinctly traced to their real cau- 
ses ; and if it be made apparent, that the de- 
cay of a military spirit in the Highlands ne- 
cessarily follows from the abolition of feudal 
anarchy ; from that system of policy which 
was adopted in the year 174^6, and which 
has from that time been the theme of un- 
qualified approbation. If the military cha- 
I'aeter of the Highlanders is to be preserved, 
it must be founded on principles different from 
those that have hitherto operated ; and while 
the change in the state of the country goes on 
without hitcrruption, no remedy can be ex- 
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pected from compulsory measures against 
emigration. 

If we are to look no farther than to the 
mere number of recruits of the ordinary de- 
scription to be procured from the Highlands, 
it must be apparent to every one who is ac- 
quainted with the circumstances ol‘ the emi- 
grants in general, that these arc not the men 
who can be expected to enlist. Men with 
money in their pockets, and with families to 
take care of, are not those wliom a ri'pruiting 
serjeant would assail. IVoin their ])ersonal 
and domestic situation, they must entertain 
objections against a military life, which can- 
not be overcome by any motive less powerful, 
than those which influenced the feudal te- 
nantry. There is no reason therefore to ex- 
pect, that any direct obstruction to emigra- 
tion, however severe, can add a single re- 
cruit to the army. 
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V I. Th^ Emigrations of the llighhimlcrs inlimaiely connected 
with the ptogi ess of National prospe/ity — not detrimoital to 
Manufactures or A<gi icutturc. 

IMMIGRATION has also been thought preju- 
dicial to the public interest, as depriving tlie 
country of the hands reipiisite I’or carrying on 
its agriculture and nianufaetures. liow far 
this idea might be just, if the people who went 
away Avere industrious Avorkincn, is not- the 
question ; but in the case of the Highlanders, 
the effect of emigration is absoluti'ly benefi- 
cial to the commercial prosperity ot tiie king- 
dom. 


To give a just vicAV of this subject, tlu'. 
great and important change that ha^. been 
described in the general management of the 
Highlands, must be considered as one con- 
nected event. Emigration is a part of the 
general change : it is one ri'sult, and cannot 
in fair reasoning be abstracted from the other 
• concomitant effects. If the national wealth 
be essentially promoted by the causes from 
Avhich emigration necessarily ensnes, this 



80 


their effect cannot be reprobated as detri- 
mental. 

The same change in the state of the coun- 
try, which Ave now see going on in the High- 
lands, took place in England under the Tu- 
dors. In the reign of Henry \TI. the autho- 
rity of the crown Avas firmly established ; the 
poAver of the great barons Avas broken ; their 
retainers, being found to be useless, were dis- 
missed. In the same progressive manner the 
rents were then raised, by turning the lauds 
into more profitable modes of management, 
and letting them in larger farms ; the same 
odium Avas excited by dispossessing the small 
occupiers, and by the preA'^alence of pastur- 
age ; the very same complaints Avere made of 
the sheep having driven out the men No 
one, hoAvever, now entertains a doubt, that 
from the aera of this change the prosperity of 
England, as a commercial country, is to be 
dated : and can it be supposed that an ar- 
rangement, of which the beneficial conse- 
quences in England have been so remarkable. 


* Sec Appendix [G^] 
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will liave an opposite effect when extended 
, to the Highlands of Scotland ? 

, After all the declamation that has been ex- 
cited by the depopulation of the Highlands, 
the fact in reality amounts to this ; that the 
produce of the country, instead of being con- 
sumed by a set of intrepid but indolent mili- 
tary retainers, is applied to the support of 
peaceable and industrious manufacturers. 
Notwithstandina: the marks of desolation 
which occasionally meet the eye of the travel- 
ler, impressing him with melancholy reflec- 
tions on the change which is going on, it can- 
not be doubted, that the result is ultimately 
favourable to population, when avc take into 
account that of the whole kingdom, balan- 
cing the diminution in one district by the in- 
crease in another. 

In former .times, when a great population 
was maintained in the midst of these rnoun- 
'taiiis, their produce was almost entirely con- 
sumed on, the spot. All the cattle that at 
any time found their way to a distant mar- 
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ket were of inconsiderable value, in compa- 
rison with the produce sent away under the 
new system of grazing. This produce is an 
addition to the supply of the manufactu-, 
ring districts ; and, in proportion as it aug- 
ments their means of subsistence, must tend 
to the increase of population. Supposing, 
therefore, that the produce of every farm un- 
der the new mode of management, were of 
the same total amount as under the old, the 
effect of the change would only be, to trans- 
fer the seat of population from the remote 
valleys of the Highlands, to the towns and 
villages of the South, without any absolute 
difference of numbers 

It is agreed, however, by the best autho- 
rities, that the produce is not merely changed 
in its kind, but augmented, by the improved 
management which has been introduced. No 
doubt can be entertained as to- the augmen- 
tation of pasturage produce ; but it may be 
questioned, whether this is not balanced by' 
the diminution of tillage. The lan(^ , however. 

See Appendix [IT]. 
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which ife still kept in tillage, will certainly be 
• much better managed ; and, from a smaller 
number of acres, the same, or nearly as great a 
produce, may perhaps be obtained. — It is ob- 
served by Dr Adam Smith, that “the diminu- 
“ tion of cottagers, and other small occupiers 
“ of land, has, in every part of Europe, been 
“ the immediate Ibreruniier of improvement 
“ and better cultivation When the land is 
occupied by men in the lowest state of po- 
verty, their penury and want of resources must 
affect th^ir husbandry. It is only when farms 
are on such a scale, as to be objects of at- 
tention to men of education and capital, 
that ao;riculture can be carried on with that 
spirit and intelligence, which are necessary for 
obtaining the most abundant produce of 
which the land is capable. 

Besides this, the change in the management 
of the Highlands Avill probably be followed by 
an increase of tillage in the Southern parts of the 
kingdom. It is well known, that in England a 
great deal ®f arable land is kept in grass, for 
yt'aring young cattle and sheep : but there 


* See Appendix [C]. 
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Avill be the less necessity for this, when the 
mountains furjiish a greater su})ply. Many 
of 1 lie arable pastures will then be broken up, 
and, in all probability, their produce Avill far 
exet'od that of the fields hitherto cultivatc-d 
in the Highlands, as the soil and climate are 
both so much better adapted lor the produc- 
tion of grain. In this, as in juany smnlar 
instances, motives of private interest lead to 
the. same geiieral arrangenu'nts, Avhieh the 
most enlarged vicAvs of public advantage 
would dictate 

But leaving out of the question thesv' more 
remote consequences, tlie emigrations of the 
Highlanders have an immediate and direct ef- 
feet in extending the productive industry of 
tht'ir OAvn country. 'I’he extreme indolence of 
these people, Avherc tlu'y are allowed to remain 
in their original scats under the old system, has 
often been remarked. 'J’hat indolence, how- 
CA cr, is not to be ascribed to inhercait disposi- 
tions, but to the circumstances in Avhich they are 
placed ; to the Avant of sufficient incitements 
to industry, and to the habits Avhich have na • 


* Sec Appendix [I.] 
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turallyjgrown out of tlicir situation 'I'his 
is demonstrated by their laborious exertions 
when they come into the Low Country, and 
feel at the same time the spur of necessity 
and the encouragement of good wages. A 
stranger, who had seen them in their native 
spots, would scarcely believe them to be the 
same men. 'I’hough, in many branches of 
business, they cannot be ecjual to people of 
more practised industry, yet their labour, 
however unskilled, will admit of no compari- 
son, in })oint of value and productive ell’eet, 
with their former work, while lounging over 
their paternal farms. 

Thus the same general circumstances, whicli 
lead a part of the Highlandtas to emigrate, 
occasion a very great increase of productive 
industry among those who remain. There 
can be no shadow of doubt, that this increase 
is much move than equivalent to the trifling 
amount of work that vvas usually performed by 
the emigrants before any change took place. 
Where thcjold system of management is broken 
* See Appendix [L.] 
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up, the utmost that can be supposed \^,ith any 
probability is, tliat from an estate inhabited 
by 100 families, 2o or perhaps 30 may have 
the means of emigrating : and does any one 
acquainted with the Highlanders entertain a 
doubt, that 70 or 75 well employed labourers 
will perform work of more value than 100 
small tenants and cotters ? It would perhaps 
be nearer the truth to say, that they Avill do 
three or four times as much. 

If, by restrictive laws, those whq would 
otherwise have emigrated should likewise be 
brought under the necessity of seeking em- 
ployment within the kingdom, it does not by 
any means follow, that the increase of produc- 
tive industry would be in proportion to the 
additional numbers. The laborious life for 
which any of these people have to exchange 
their former habits, is a hard and unwelcome 
change, forced on them only by .the pressure 
of severe necessity. Those who have capital 
enough to go to America, are not under such 
immediate necessity as those whp have no 
property, and will be so much the more re- . 
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luctanti to conform themselves to their new 
situation. It is they who will feel with pe- 
culiar force the idea of degradation from the 
change ; and, in proportion as their situation 
was formerly above their neighbours, they will 
rank below them as useful labourers. De- 
prived of the eneouraging prospect of main- 
taining or improving their station in life, they 
will continue in a state of inaction or feeble 
exertion, as long as the remnant of their pro- 
perty will allow them. This little capital, 
which would have enabled them in the colo- 
nies to begin as settlers, will be wasted in in- 
dolence at home ; and no etl’ectual exertion 
of industry can be looked for from them, till 
they too arc reduced to beggary. 

But is it possible to suppose that a policy, 
Avhieli must occasion so much individual hard- 
shi[>, would be adopted for so trifling a pub- 
lic object, a§ any advantage that could be ex- 
j)ectcd from the reluctant industry of those 
Avlio might be restrained from emigration ? 

'I’he peasantry, whom the necessity of their 
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circumstances has brought from thei High- 
lands to the manufacturing towns, have 
been found but ill suited for any of the 
nicer operations of mechanical industry, and 
have been chiefly employed as labourers in 
works of mere drudgery *. 'Vhough the Le- 
gislature has at times thought fit to interfere, 
for the purpose of preventing our manufac- 
turers from being deprived of their choice 
hands, of workmen whose' peculiar skill and 
dexterity were considered as of essential con- 
sequence ; yet there is perhaps no precedent 
of regulations for obviating a deficiency of 
porters, and barrowmen, and ditchers. 

If such a precedent should be found, is it 
for the advantage of Glasgow and Paisley, 
that the peasantry of the Highlands arc to be 
debarred from the exercise of their natural 
rights ? It was, however, from a very differ- 
ent quarter that the adoption of restrictive 
measures has been urged. The principles of 
political oeconomy are too well understood 
among the leading merchants and manufac- 


* See Apendix [K]. 
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tarers <i)f tliat city, to allow them to suppose 
, that, without giving adequate wages, they 
can procure the hands re(piired for their work ; 
nor will they entertain a doubt that good 
wages will attract all those they need. Any 
trifling advantage, tliat might arise from for- 
cing a superabundant, and, of course, tem- 
porary supply of hands, is an interest inucli 
too inconsiderable to excite, in that liberal 
and enlightened body of men, any of the in- 
tolerant zeal which some individuals of a dif- 
ferent dpseription displayed upon this ques- 
tion. 

If any partial interest, however, is promo- 
ted by measures of this kind, assuredly it is 
not that of the Highlands. The utmost effect 
that can result from the regulations that have 
been adopted, or from any others of the same 
tendency, can only be to force a greater pro- 
portion of the people who must leave the 
Highlands, to settle in the seats of manufac- 
turing industry, instead of going to America; 
to force tl\e small tenants to follow the same 
.course as the cotters. If the restrictions were 
even carried as far tis a total proiubition of 
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«ny person leaving the kingdom, it would not 
prevent the depopulation of the Higulands, 
unless the people were also restrained from 
moving to a different district. 

We hear, indeed, from some gentlemen, 
that the spirit of emigration threatens such a 
complete depopulation, as will not leave hands 
even for the necessary business of cultivation. 
This, however, rests upon mere conjecture, 
and is not supported by any one example. 
There is scarcely any part of the Highlands, 
where the new system of management has 
conic to such full maturity, as to have redu- 
ced the population to that which is absolutely 
requisite for the business of the country. 

In some districts, the more secluded val- 
leys, lying in the midst of high mountains, 
retain scarcely any inhabitants ; but numbers 
are everywhere found along the larger vales, 
and near the arms of the sea, by which the 
country is so much intersected. In these si- 
tuations, where fishing affords some addition- 
al resource, and where opportunities of occa- 
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sional employment occur, many proprietors 
have laid out small separate possessions or 
crofts, and have never found any deficiency 
of occupiers for them. 'J’he cotters seem al- 
ways to prefer a situation of this kind to any 
j)ros])ect they may have in the manufactur- 
ing districts ; and hence there are, in almost 
every part of the Highlands, more of the in- 
ferior class of peophi than enough to carry on 
all the work that is to be done ; a greater po- 
pulation than is proved by experience to be 
sufhcieijt, among similar mountains in the 
South of Scotland 

That the population in the Highlands still 
bears a greater proportion to the demand for 
labour than in other parts of the kingdom, there 
is a satisfactory proof in the customary rate of 
wages. In some of the Southern districts of 
the 1 J ighland’s, w'here the system of sheep-farm- 
ing has been longest established, where the 
small tenants are entirely gone, and the alarm 
of depopulation was felt upwards of forty 
years ago,, wages are higher than in the rest of 
•the Highlands, but still below the rate of the 
»Sre Appendix [M], 
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Loav Country of Scdtland : and still there is, 

' 

from among the remaining inhabitants even , 
of tliese parts, a silent hut continual migra- 
tion towards the great centres of manufactur- 
ing industry. 'J’his drain is, perhaps, no more 
than sutheient to relieve the country of the 
natural increase ol‘ inhabitants. Be that, how- 
ever, as it may, it is evident that, if any cii- 
cumstance should lead to a further dimiau- 
tion of numbers, such as to occasion a want 
of hands, the consequence woukl be a rise of 
w'ages, which would take away from tlje temp- 
tation to seek employment elsewhere, and, by 
rendering the situation of the labouring poor 
as favourable as in other parts of the coun- 
try, would retain at home their natural in- 
crease, till every deficiency should be filled 
up. 

Thus it must appear, that emigration pro- 
duces no real inconvenience, even to the dis- 
trict most immediately affected. But these 
arguments are, perhaps, superfluous ; for, if ' 
the subject deserves the interference of the 
Legislatnre, it, is no more than justice, that 
among the interests that are to be consulted. 
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that of the Higliland proprietors on^ht to be 
the last of all. They have no right to com- 
plain of a change which is their own work, 
the necessary result of the mode in which they 
choose to employ their property. Claiming 
a right to use their lands as they see fit and 
most for their own advantage, can they deny 
their tenantry an ecpial right to carry their 
capital and their labour to the best market 
they can find ? If the ri-sult of this should 
prove of such extreme dt*tnment to the pub- 
lic welfare, as to call for a restrictive remedy, 
— if necessity demand a limitation on these 
natural rights of the peasantry, — would not 
the same principles justify, and would not 
(Hpiity dictate, a correspontling restriction on 
the pro[)rietors in the disposal of their lands ? 

If the gentlemen of the Highlands are de- 

# 

termined at all events to preserve the popu- 
lation of their estates, it is unquestionably in 
their power —by replacing their farms on the 
old footing, and relimpiishing their advance 
of rent. If they do not choose to make this 
pecuniary sacrifice, they must abicte by the 
consequences ; and it is with a bad grace 
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they cojiie to the Legislature for the meaits 
of obviating them. 

If any one of these proprietors, while he - 
lets his farms for the most advantaget^us rent 
he can procure, could also concentrate upon 
his estate a numerous population, enriched 
by productive industry, it would, no doubt, 
be much for his advantage. If he has a view 
to such improvements, it is incumbent on 
him to find the means of carrying them into 
effect, as it is to his advantage they will ulti- 
mately redound. It is his own business to 
provide the means of subsistence and em- 
ployment for the people he wishes to re- 
tain ; to render the situation advantageous 
and acceptable to them. If he cannot suc- 
ceed in this, he has no more title to expect 
public assistance for keeping his dependants 
on his estate, than any other proprietor would 
have, for establishing a village, and compel- 
ling people to inhabit it, on the summit of 
the Cheviot mountains, or of the Peak of 
Derby, 
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VII. Means that have been proposed for preserving the popv^ 
lation of the Highlands — improvement of waste lands—Jish^ 
eries — manufactures — cannot obviate the necessity of emi- 
gration. 

Though the partial interests of the High- 
land proprietors do not seem entitled to all 
the regard that has been claimed for them 
from the Legislature ; though it is contrary 
to every principle of justice, that unusual and 
unnecessary restraints should, for their bene- 
fit, be imposed on the personal liberty of 
their dependants ; yet every friend to his 
country would rejoice, if they could find 
means of obviating the local depopulation 
of their district, by the introduction of suit- 
able branches of productive industry. 

Among these, the most promising is the 
cultivation of waste land. Some attempts 
have been made in the Highlands to turn 
the superfluous population to this employ- 
ment. The success with which they have 
been attended is sufficient to encourasre fur- 
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liiCT (WjH rinuMUs ; niu! to ic'av r no donhl lliat. 
by tlii> liu aiis, a nunilx'r of people' may (‘\ery-' 
wJu ie 1)(‘ I'l taiiu'd, inon' tban acic (piat(“ to any 
su])piy oriahomers that can Ix' n'epiin'd tor the* 
a(*ro]iHnodation oi t lu' (*omi1 j'v. d Ix' mainlr- 
luuu c' to ix' (U'ii\(‘d lioni this i'c^\(m\'rr is in- 
eiex'd a \\i\'t(‘h(‘d o5U‘ : pool' as it is, Iionv- 

v\ v\\ there' art' ic\\ oi’ tlu' e'las- of ('ot tes's w ho 
W'oukl not 1 ( aehly ae*(‘( pt anv sit ua; ion, iiei\' 
the y ex>uUl l)y this e inploMiK'ut iind a sup- 
poi’i loi t h( ir humru's. 

'The plan upon which tlu' L\r:,\vy oh tla- 
M iyhlaneis ha\ (' |)i'oe('e'd(‘d m cix om aync* 

this hi’anch ol" iiiehistiw, doe's not ( m cak'U- 
fated te> draw iroin it ali I lu' ml \ .i nta yey w ineii 
eireuihslanee's miyhl admit, h' y ha\(‘ m 
l^eMKi'al laiei out jiatedu's of a (ew aen -> 
waste' huie!, wdiiedi tiU'V ha\e' aomled on xery 
slu)]'! K'asi's, se'leloin exeec'diUL; ''> xor? yems 
U'axmii,* tlie‘ oeeupiea's to t!a a* Bua'haae- 

memt, without rui'tlK'i* ouidane'e, and with lit- 
l!('. or no jx'euniai v aid it is sm’pi’ismip 
that mule r suedi le'asc's, any improvements at 

^ Scr Aprin]ix [N]. 
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^are,i^p3^C in ihgSiStSiSlSS 

'iby lfo'ric;' of;wJw^:;|ii'«?; 
‘be| 9 |fj|||: so short a periocl to roycrf t|?||| 
liowcvet, are 

ces of the couutry, that these ten tSes^aresuffivI 


cient to encourage the occupiers to ^cohsHer- 
ablc exertions oi‘ their own personal labour; 
but there arc few instances where that alone 
is sufficient for improving waste lands. Cal- 
careous manure is a requisite almost indis-^ 
pensable ; and Avhere it must be .purchased 
from a distance, the poor qcqu|lei^^^^ 
be expected, on such a tenur4j^j||i^e^^ 
any share of the expense. 
propiictor docs not fnd if^OOHyement.to ^ 
cur the expense himself, it is .ab^lqte|y ne- 
cessary that the terms of the lease shopld be 
much more encouraging. 


It is not easy td ju%e* ::^^ 

.people eopM , by,: any^me^ns.'be. i||| 





they may possess : but there is ho probability 
that they would do so, without a lease of such 
duration, as to be nearly eiquivalent to abso- 
lute property. The cahmlations which a rich 
and intelligent farmer would make, as to the 
proportion between his outlay and its return, 
would by no means be suitable ti) a case of 
this kind. The poor Highland cotter finds 
so much difficulty in aceuinulafing a small 
sum of money, that it is no wonder he should 
be disposed to hoard it with t('naeity, and be 
n^luctant to lay it out tor a profit, which a 
person, accustomed to a liberal scale of busi- 
ness, might think more tlum adequate. In 
proportion as he finds his labour of little va- 
lue, he must valiu* his money the more, and 
will not part with it without a very evid(‘nt 
advantage indeed. On the other hand, a very 
long lease would certainly have bad effects. 
The exertions of these poor cotters arc s('l- 
dom carried further, than they are impelled 
by the necessity of providing a maintenance 
for their families. Whenever this becomes 
tolerably easy, their new and half-formed ha- 
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bits of industry relax ; an4 at anyjratc tlicy 
proceed in a trifling and unsystematic maimer. 

The improvements would be carried on 
with much more effect, if the proprietor would 
not only advance the pi-cuniary expenses 
which are indispensable, but make the occu- 
pier an allowance for every iin])ro\ ^■uicnt, to 
such an amount, as will form (<tku)o with the 
first crop or two on the improved land) a fair 
compensation for his labour, in this way, 
there would be no lu'ccssitv of giving him a 
permanent temire, and the pr<.j^ri( tor might 
cany foiavard tLf' improvements with s])uit 
and regularity, Kec'p up the industry of the 
p{'opl<’, and render ii^ tar more eflectivc. The 
teiuporaiy burthen, thus incurred, would soon 
be eoinpensaled by the increased value of the 

land, and those who have the means could 

■ 

not perhaj)s apply their ca[)ital in a more ad- 
vantageous manner. Jlow far peeuniaiy tlii- 
fjculties may pn'vent (he proprietors in genc- 
*ral through the Highlands from making these 
advances, and how far the situation of entailed 
?*states may be an obstacle, arc questiCms very 
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iatcrcstiue: in an cxarainaiion of tlio improve- 
ments of whicli tlie JtJigWauds ait capable, 
but not jinmetliutely connected with ti e Mib- 
ji'ct of tljcsc observations ; for there is no pro- 
bability that tins resomce cati have any (liect 
in dunsnishiua, the (‘niigrations. ft is only to 
the poorest of the js oplt' that it eau be ren- 
dt'red aeecptabh' ; l)_> the tenants, ('ven those 
of the lo^vest ordei, it wouUi in' eonsidert'd 
as too gn at a th grailalion . 

'Die same ina v. pt ihaps, be said of the fish- 
eries, whic h '•({'ui, next to tlu' enlti\atiou of 
waste lands, the most important j’Csouree that 
is ojH'n to the liighlaiulers in their envu eomi- 
tiv. d’he extent to nine!) Uie_y nia\ beeai- 
ried, will probably fail tar short ol' any ex- 
pectations formed u])on the romantic iti< as, 
which some authors have gi\en of the* abun- 
hlancc of fish. V. ithout attending to these' 
exaggerations, it is inuptestionabUi that se- 
veral stations are very ])roduetive, and a 
great extent ot“ coast suflicie'otl} so to afford 
an adequate reward for th(' labour of the in’* 


■* See Appcndi.x [O]. 
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tlustvkms fishcriuai', and to employ a coasi- 
(Icrahlr uumher oi' people, ft is aKrf certaia, 
that no n<'w employiiKait eouhl h(' de- 

vised nvore eoni><‘uial to tlso luddls and ui- 
clinations of tiu pc’ople; arul without aav\{'ry 
cxfraordiitary ('ueomaaenu'nt, tiiis braiieli 
of business nut} !)(’ carried as far, as uafuia! 
cireumstaiiees and tlie e\t<‘iil of tin' inarket 
A\ ill jx'nnit. 

d’he obstacles arisiny S’roia the s;di-!avvs, 
<S:c. arc ibustraied in so many jn.hr’cabons, 
tliat it is uiHU cc'ssary lure to dat l) ujion 
tlam; Intt it ma\ aoi bfc superduous U) ob- 
sc'i've. that the ^(.‘neial ch'ange, iii tlu' ma- 
iiai’t'inent of iliiihlaiKt ('stales, is iihely !(' 
r('mov(' tlu' greatest of all the inijM-dimcnts, 
winch now retard the progress of I he tislnrks 
on tin' Wb'steru coast and Isles : I nicaii the 
conni‘('tion l)('tneeu tisliing and llic cultiva- 
tion of land.. 'I’he o])inion ‘of practical men, 
as to the absolute' ineompatibdity of these' 
' einploymciils, is nniform ; and experience 
has also jxroved, that a very uitiing posses- 
* Sec Aj)pftidix [P.] 
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sioii of land, bj distracting the attention of 
a fi&licniian, will lead him to neglect oppor- 
timities of more important profits in his own 
business. The minute division of famis, 
which was the result of llu' feudal state, pre- 
cluded entirely the separation of these cm- 
pk)yments. d he natural remedy to this lies 
in the rise of the value of land, and its ac- 
cumulation in the hands of active and intel- 
ligent ianners. When land becomes dear, 
some of those ^^ho camujt procure it, will be 
unde]- tlie necessity ol' betaking themselves to 
fislting, as tlieir only employment. T’he suc- 
cess, which may jtistly be expected to attend 
those, who first apply to it with steady and 
unremitting indnstry, is the only bounty which 
wail be necessary to induce others to follow 
their example 

It is to be regretted, that the establish- 
ments of the British Society for the encou- 
ragement of Fisheries have not, in this res- 
pect, been conducted on just principles, and, 
in so far as tliey have had any effect, have 


^ See Appendix [Q]. 



JOS 

tended to counteract, instead of aiding, the 
. natural progress of the country. In the villa- 
ges, where these gentlemen proposed to fix tlie 
heat! -quarters of the Highland fisheries, they 
have annexed to the building lots, portions 
of arable and meadow land at low rents, with 
a right of conmiou for the pasture of a cow 
or horse. 'I'iiese patches of land, though they 
atford but a luisi’iable subsistence, are yet a 
suffieieut n'souree for men, wliose rooted ha- 
bits nspiive the stimulus of absolute necessi- 
ty, to bring them to a lih' oi’ regular and per- 
severing industry. Accordingly, the villages 
of Tobermory and Steen, on which ^ery large 
sums of money hav<' been expended, are 
scarcely possessed of a fishing-boat ; their hi- 
habitaiits are sunk in inactivity, and consist 
in general of the refuse «)f the population of 
the country. 

The custom so universally established in 
the Highlands and ^Vcstenl Isles, that every 
person whatc'ver should have some portion 
of land, large or small, has timdcd to render 
*hshiug an entirely subordinate cmpi’oyment. 
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foJU)^\c<i ill an irregular inariiier, only as it 
suits tli(' intervals o( leisure from businc.-NS on, 
sliore. It is a imlural eonseifuenee, that llse 
nshing boats and apparatus are in general e\- 
(nuK'ly liad ; nor is it Mirprising, tlial tVom 
rhesi* ecatilnued eireunHtanees. an idea should 
preiad an. util! (he jiea'^antrv, tiiat it is iin- 
possibk' !iv lisliinii alone to eiirn a Inelihood. 
Instaeeis atetpiotid, nht'ti' proprietors, on 
di'-pu-.-.i ' - M)‘, t( eauiN of tin n lauds, ha\ e liet'n 
anxious to tuid « ii!plu\ itit'iii fot tlnui in hsh- 
iiai : and navi, with (hisiiow, math' hheia! 
otH r ' of suppi} ini> holts. iK'ts. ami (‘Vei_\ re~ 
(piisitt' material, wha*! hint Insm I’ejm'ted 
undtr that idt'a. !( ison!\, ]»erhaps, m a 
gratiua! mannt r that tismne, < itu In esta- 
blished ns a sepaiati cniploMiient, In en- 
eouraginu individuals tu jta\ a greatt i sham 
of attention to it, jirerious to tluir bmng 
totally deprivetl of land ; and (hougli this 
might not siK'eetd with thost who have 
pjopert^, tiiere is no donbt that, among 
those rvlio aio tt>o pool to lunt' much land, * 
munY might Ix' foimti who wovdti ^lursue the 
busintss with aciiiity, if they were assisted 



»vith rrrdit fi>r tlio piarbaH' of llic ivn’^Kuy 
.mali'i iitls, and it an'angi'menK ^utc madr tor 
sc'curing them a^ ad\antag('()iis a market as 
[(O'^sihlc 

It is with p]< asui'f 1 i* urn. tl.ui Ilf 
eabilil V oi* tins ae.'g< stn>n !>us ix (Ui asiuTla'ui- 
ed l)_y experiinciitul proof in a villam' on 
l.oe]ii Futo, ('st;d)iish<ai !)\ i\]r M.ielaoldaii 
Maeiaciiuiu. 'riait u(ml!< man, fmdic)^ inm- 
so if. '.oino u'io. under a neeessitv of 

Illumine, 'ii-' p’'pui:itu)ii on seni’ui of his 
tanns, ^eleet('d u>'’, or tiiinili, s <ti the 

jioore'i eo! f( IS, men, hon(ni-i, Aviiom he kiiew 
to hi' eupahtt' ol' ia!) irions < \('rt ion. 'flus<* 
lie h\( d in a snualiou on the shore, iviu'r'' 
he tunu‘'!i''d Jliem vitJi tno snh'.taiitial lisit- 
ing-hoats ff liie i»< si eonstnietion, vvitli all 
their appai’ale.s, on eoinlilioii that tht'ir eosl 
‘'iioiild h(' lepaid to him !r..in thv' prmluee of 
fhi'ir industre. Anxietv to di-'chargi' ti.< ir 
d(‘ht, stiimdaled tiu'sc' nn'ii to <'\(‘rtion, ami 
a season or tno of sueeessfu! tishing left them 
free proprirtors of the boats ila'v had bi'en 
furnished with. I'he proprietor nas seusibh' 
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tbat, from the habits of these people, thej; 
would thiuk it impossible to live without 
some laud ; and that in fact, from the want 
of markets for purchasing provisions, such an 
accommodation was to a certain degree in- 
dispensable in the prese nt state of the coun- 
try. Tie tiiereforc laid out a part of a farm 
for them, and, to avoid disheartening them, 
allowed them to possess it I’or a year or two 
at an inadequate rent, lly dee;rces, however, 
he raised it to its fnll value, so that the pos- 
sessors cannot trust to the land -for their 
support, having no means to pay their 
rent unless tboy arc industsious in tishing. 
Other inhabitants have likewise been brought 
to the village-, and the original portions of 
land subdivided, so as to become to every 
individual a mere accommodation, and an 
object entirely subordinate, When th(' fui- 
tltcr progress of the country towards a com- 
mercial state leads to the establishment of 
markets for provisions, these people, being 
already brought to sucli a elegree of advance- 
ment, may be entirely deprived of land, with-r 
out any fear of their being disconcerted by 
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the change. The shtJCcss of the first fisher- 
.iiicii has been such, that they have fitted owt 
a number of additional boats, of the best 
construction, at tludr own charge, and seve- 
ral of them have acciunulated considerable 
sums of money. 

This experiment nas made, in one respect, 
under favourable circumstances; as the si- 
tuation, I'rom tlic vicinity of the richer parts 
of Scotland, has tlie advantage of a constant 
and readj- market for fish. In the ixmioter 
parts of the Highland coast, and Hebrides, 
the people can 5>caice]y get any price for fish 
in small ([uantities ; and in the establishment 
of a village there, it would be of essential 
consequence to obviate this difficulty by pro- 
pc'r aiTangemculs. ihit if, with a due at- 
tention to this poiiit, experiments were made 
on the same principles, in each of the capital 
fis])iug stations in the distant Hebrides, a 
race of people exclusively fishermen would 
by degrees be formed, and would sprcjad to 
every part of the coast that is arlapted to tlu^ 
purpose. 
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7'h(‘ success tjf a lew jHjor people, suppovl- 
C(i hi liic iiia.'HUT that hits been iilhfdrd to. 

• 

AYOiiid ovt rcomc tlic pvt'vuiruig })Tcjudic('s, 
and encourage tlu'ir uriglihiuirs toc'udiark in 
liic business on their omu cajiitid. It is not 
likely, indeed, that any of the middling or 
nuH'o opulent ti'iiauts coaid lie brought to 
lilts; nor is there any r< ason to he anxious 
on that ;u'(‘onnt ; as then^ tire < <'rtainly among 
the e(tttei> a great nungv uioi. pi op!e, thiin 
tlicrc is iiny pios|uel of nnplov in.’ in llu' 
fisheries of the (’stc-rn agd ls!e>,. 

Ihougl) earrievi on in the ix namner, aiul to 
tht' utmost extent whuii tiu ('stalife-hed de- 
jiiand o! the maikiU uili admit. 

Manufact tin's are anolhei resourei-, fie 
ijuently j>oiutcd out as capable o! alioi(iiug 
maintenance for all the ]<cople in the llgdi 
lands, svho must lx- de])ri\ed of their lauds 
Idiis idea does not appi ar to b<' well fomuh'd. 
iManafactures may jK'i'haos })c carried on to 
a small exb'nl in the llighhuuls in a doums-* 
tic wajg by tlu; families ol' men engaged in 
other pursuits ; but a largo establishment 
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ro'iikl not succeed iliiderso many natural dis- 
-:ul vantages of situation, Jn tiict, tliough 
much lias been said on the subject by sjiecu- 
hitjvc writers, and cMry disposition lias aj>- 
pi'ured on the part <>(' llic* landholders to en- 
courage the atteanpt, net jiractical munuiae- 
tuu'r lias e\er sliown the least inelinatjon to 
make it ^ , 

liic nu<-lianical jm]tro\ ('iinmls, tliat ]ia\( 
In eii in'iodueeil of late \ear'. into so niais} 
InaiH in , (U manni'aeluu', h um InO xiryten, 
u hit h, like t ho luu'ii maiuiliu t U!’(' of !i<“!and, 
(an bf e.ui'i- d uh to ad\.i<itagc ))y a sealfer- 
cd population. A maiuiraeti >ry, in wliieh ina- 
chmci j is uiueh employed, is cldoin so pro- 
lii.ikde on a small, as eni a large scale : and. 
ou the '.mailco, retjuiixs an aeeunmiation 
of peopk, that i'- raody to be' met with 
m tile liigidauds. '(’h('u' .u‘e. incU'C'd, two 
oi three villages, wlu're ihe; popnh-itmn ■,\<'!dil 
suj)j)ly hauds enough tor a small c-itaidisli-- 
nieiit ; but othe'r ditliendtic's mi'-'e i’rotn the 
remoteness 'eit the situation, ami the intimt 
' See u(li\ [K]. 
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state of the country as to every improve- 
ment in Ibc arts. I’hert; are inniunerablc oc- 
casions ou wJjich a manufacturer must have 
r<’course to the assistance of various meciia- 
nical artists. It is only in the great centres 
of cmmnei'cial industry, that these; are al- 
ways at hand, and (he want of this aceoiu- 
modatiov. is a. great inconvenience in an in- 
sulated situation. An inconsidciabh.; break- 
age of luaclhnery, which in a gv<ait town 
migiit, perhaps, bt' r(‘])aired in a. few hox’.rs. 
will there be sutlieient to intcn-u[)t ti;e whole 
business for a long period, d’o tliis inconve- 
nience is to he added the w ant of regular 
and s|K*('dy conveyance for goods, and the 
lediousness of the posls. 

All these ditFicuities might be obviated, 
were there any great advantage on tin; otlu'r 
hand, or any great profit to be the reward of 
success. -But there is no prospect of the kind. 
Hie temporary superabunthincc of population ^ 
and consequent low rate of wages, is the only 
favourable circumstance that can lie named, 
and this is more than counterbalanced by 
the total want of skill, and of iiabits of regu- 



jar industry, in tlie people. These eon id n< 5 t 
be introduced without much assiduity and 
patience, and perha])s some loss to the ma- 
. nufaciurer, wlio should undertake an esta- 
blishment; and after all should he succeed 
in edeeting this leform, it cannot be disguised 
that, as soon as he had reuflered the situation 
desirable, other advaaiturers would follow liim 
to it, and ranse tiu' price of labour bv tluar 
combetition. 

7\1! tlx;’ permanent advantage arising ti'oin 
the establishment, would rest with the pro- 
prietors of th(' a(iia('ent lands, aiul if the 
dii]icidti(‘s attending the attempt are to be 
overcome, the bmtlu'n also nu!st rest rvit!> 
tluiu. The exertions which may be made 
with a view to this imj)rovcment m\ist be 
considered as laudable ; but it is an object of 
no national importance, and of a totally dif- 
ferent nature from the other r('Sourees wliieli 
itave been alluded to, as fit einployincnt for 
*Uie superabmuhmt j)opu!a<ioii. I>y the im- 
provement of waste land, or the extension 
of tlie fisheries, a nett atui absolute addition 



is iiia{l(' to Ih^ prodnctiO|j of oational wealtli, 
a supply is procured of.lmnian'subsist-. 
ciice, which would olliciwisc be lost. But the 
success of a iiiauufac tilling establishment 
in the Highlands ’lirouid have uo further ef- 
fect, than to fix the seat of a certain portion 
of industry in one pait of the kingdom, in- 
stead of anotluT. MamdiicUuing enterpiiscs 
arc limited by the extent of the market, 
still more than by the sujipl}’^ of hands. A 
manufactory, tlieieforc, established in th(' 
Highlands, vith much pains and«e\pcnse, 
could only occupy the place of one, vhich 
would of itself have grown n[) in those pails 
of the kingdom, wdieie the undertaking i^ not 
subject to till' same disadvantages, and where 
the Highlanders, who aie so disposed, already 
find the employment they are m w ant of. 

’The establishment of inamifuctures in the 

H 

Highlands, might tlius affect the migrations 
of those, who now seek cmployiiicnt in 
the old establish<*d seats of industry : but 

I- f » 

to the small tenants, tlie same* objections, 
which occur against a manufactory in the 



113 


South, >vonl(l apply apially to a similar (Uiw 
,])l()yme'nt in a situation a little nearer iKune. 
'I'here is no proha})i!ity lli('refore, ihat sueii 
, ('stal)listinients eoiihi iia\'e an y elli'el on those 
!k) tin' inclined to emitiTale to Anu'i ieti. 
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numbers to a due proportion with the ein- 
ploynK'iit that can be given them. On the. 
other hand, if a numb('r of people, who are 
under no absolute necessity, should emigrate, 
tiiose who remain behind will lind it so much 
easier to procure einployinent and subsistence, 
that marriages will more readily take plact*, 
and the natural increase of population will 
ynocc'ed with more ra]>idity, till every bhmk 
is filled up. 

On this subject it will be sutlicieijt to refer 
to th(' valuable work of Mr ISlalthus on the 
Principle of Population, in which these* argu- 
ments are trace'd to such uncontrovertible ge- 
lU'i al principles, and with such force of illus- 
tration, as to put sce|)ticism at defiance. 1 
may be allowed, however, to state one or two 
facts, wdiich, while they add to the mass of 
c:oncurring prool’s which Mr Malthus has quo- 
ted, may serve to show how immediately his 
principles are applicable to the particular 
case of the Highlands, 

Ify the returns made to Dr AVebster, in th<* 
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year 1755, the seven parishes of tlie Isle of 
•Sky contained 11,252 inhabitants. By those 
to Sir John Sinclair, between 1791 and 1794, 
14,470 Some time alter J)r Webster’s enu- 
meration, tlie emigrations commenced, and, 
since tlie year 1770, liave been frequent and 
extensive. A gentleman of ability and ob- 
servation, whose employment in the island 
gave him the bc'st opportuniti('s of informa- 
tion, estijiiates the total num!)cr who emi- 
grated, between 177^2 and 179B at 4000. J'he 
number v ho, during the same period, Avent 
to the Low Country of Scotland, going in a 
more gradual manner, and exciting less no- 
tice, could not be so av(‘11 ascertained ; but 
from concurring circumstances he considers 
8000 as th(' least at Avhich they can possibly 
be reckoned. 

NotAvithstanding this drain, it appears that 
the nalural tendency of population to in- 
crease has niore than filled up the blank ; 

* See Statistical Account of Scotland. General Table 
of Populaticjii, Vol. XX. 
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and if, to the numbers which have left the 
island, we add the increase Avhich has pro-, 
bablj taken place among them also, in their 
new situation, we cannot doubt that there 
are now living a number of people descended 
from those who inhabited the island at tlie 
period of Dr Webster's enumeration, at least, 
double of its actual population. Now, let it 
be supposed, lor the sake of argument, that 
the Avhole of these could again be colh'cted 
within the island ; will the wildest deelaina r 
agaijist emigration pretend to saj, that it 
could afford support or employment to them 
all ? when its actual numbers are an ()])pr('s- 
sive burthen, Avliat would be the case if such 
an addition were made ? Can it possibly be 
believed, that, if the emigrations had not ta- 
ken place, the same natural increase would 
have gone on ? and does not this instance de- 
monstrate, that to restrain emigration Avould 
only be to restrain the principle.of increasing 
population ? , 

Another instance of a similar fact is quoted 



by Mr Irvine*. It Avas coinniiinicated, he 
• says, by a gentleman of untjuestionable vera- 
city, Avlio relates, from his j>ersojial know- 
ledge, that ‘ in 1790, a })lace on the Avest 
‘ coast contained 1900 inhabitants, of Avhoin 
‘ 500 emigrated the same year to America. 

‘ In 1801, a census Avas taken, and the same 
‘ spot contained 19<57, thougli it had furnish- 
‘ ed 87 men for the army and navy, and not 
‘ a single stranger s(‘tlled in it.’ 

'^I’here.is, perhaps, no part of the Highlands, 
Avhere the pc'ople have so strong a spirit of 
emigration, and Avhere the gentry are so much 
in dixavd of its ctfects, as in that part of the 
llebritles called tlie Long Island, particularly 
in North and South List, and Jlarra. I'ronr 
these islands there ha\'e been very considerable 
emigrations at diti’erent times ; some of Avliich, 
though by no means all, are enumerated in 
the statistical accounts. liow many people 
may have Icyt these islands, I cannot pretend 
to say with/ precision ; but from various cir- 

* See Irviiie’fc fuquirv into tlie and Effects of 

'EinigralioiL^N p. f). 
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cumstanccs the number appears to have been 
as great in proportion to the whole pbpula- 
tion, as in most other parts of the Highlands. 
Nevertheless, these parishes, which, in 1755, 
contained 5268 people, Averc found to have 
8308 at the date of Sir John Sinclair’s statis- 
tical survey. The particnlars that may be 
collected from that publication, as to the 
croAvded state of })opulation, and the poverty 
of the people in consccpicncc' of it, make it 
apparent that the inhabitants have multi- 
plied to an inconvenient and cxcess^ivc; d('- 
gree. 

These facts might be corroborated by many 
other examples * ; but these are perhaps suf- 
ficient to leave no doubt of the principk', that 
emigration does not imply the necessity of a 
permanent diminution of population, and is 
not even inconsistent Avith an increase, Avht^re- 
ever there are adequate rcsoui cei? for its em- 
ployment and support. 

This principle, important in itsplf, leads to 
* See Appendix [V]. 



gr conclusion of still more importance — tlie 
. emigraltions from the 1 lighlands, witliout ul- 
timately atfecting tlie numbers of the peoi)le 5 
opcn’ate a very (lesiral)le change in their cha- 
rncier and comj^osition. 

A few of tlie small tenants, who eomliinc 
industry and good management with some 
amount of capital, gradually exteml their 
possessions, and grow up into farmers on a 
more respectable scale : the rest of tliis class, 
and th(',grcat(‘r proportion, emigrate to .Ame- 
rica ; the c'otters, or as many of them as can 
remain in the country, fall into the station 
ol’ labourers on these extended farms, and 
other subordinati' employments, multiplying 
till every blank is fdled up. 'I'lu' jieasantry 
in this Avay takes the form most lit lor a 
commercial state of societ}’ ; and in order 
to complete the abolition of feudal man- 
ners, such a change in the jicople of the 
iiighlands isj absolutely necessary, 'rheir ('s- 
tablished chpraeter, founded ujion the habits 
Avhich the. mnner state of the country rc- 
tpiired, do^ not accord with the oondition 
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ul’ tlic lower classes in ati industrious eoiM- 
iniiuily. 

'I'lie obstacles to th*' rc<]iiisitc change arc 
cliietiy found among the nioi(' opulent of the 
commonalty : among tiu’m is it most ditii- 
cult to excite a spirit of industry, or to di- 
rect it to any new pursuit, and, nearly in 
proportion to the amount of their jwojjcrty, 
are their dispositions intractable. 'J'he te- 
nants are, no doubt, those' who come ne'arest 
to the description of men whom an, ancient 
chieftain would value, 'j'he cotters may not 
retain so much of the gc'nerous spirit of their 
warlike ancc'stors ; but they rvili be more t a- 
sily moulded inte) the characte'r adapted to 
the prest'ut circumstances ol’llie t'ounlry, — 
into industrious and contente'd laboun'rs. 

While the small te'iiants emigrate, the cot- 
ters, if any productive cm})loyng'nt is intro- 
duced as a resource lor them, w ill fc;el tlu'ir 
circ'umstanccs ameliorated in })j|Oportion to 
the growdh of their industrious liabits. Ha- 
ving little in their previous situation to excite 
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feelings of regret, and animated by the pros- 
pect 6f bettering their condition, they will 
proceed with Angonr iind checTfidness in the 
career that is opened to them. 

i f l>y any e()ercive means the small tenants 
should be oblig('d to remain, it must be with a. 
v(,M'y diillMent spii it that they would follow the 
same [)ursuits. 'J’hey would not forget that they 
were once in a higher station, nor would they' 
allow tlu'ir children to be ignorant that tliey 
were oiice on a level with the men who might 
assume a superiority over them. Instead of 
the aniiiiating ])rospcct of rising in the world, 
they V, ould have the idea of degradation con- 
stantly rankling in their minds, to damp their 
(wertions and to sour their temper. 

It is not to be overlooked, that among the 
peasantry ot‘ the Highlands, and particularly 
among the b'uants, a spirit of discontent and 
irritation is, widely ditfused ; nor will this aj)- 
peur ext ra'j)i'di nary to any one, Avho pays a 
minute attention to the circumstances at- 
teudihg thfvbreaking up of the feudal system. 
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The progress o1 the rise of’ rents, and the fre- 
quent removal of the antient possessors of the 
land, imve nearly annihilated in the people 
all that enthusiastic attachment to their chiefs, 
■which was formerly prevalent, and have sub- 
stituted feelings of disgust and irritation pro- 
portionally violent. It is not the mere bur- 
then of an additional rent that seems hard to 
them : the cordiality and condescension which 
they formerly expcrienceil from their suj)eri- 
ors are now no more : tiny have not yet learnt 
to brook their m-glcct ; they are not yet ac- 
customed to tlu! habits of a commercial so- 
ciety, to the coldness which must be expect- 
ed by those, Avhos(' intercourse with their su- 
periors is confined to the daily exchange of 
labour for its stij)ulated reward. 'I'hey re- 
member not only the very oji]iosite behaviour 
of their former chiefs ; tluy recollect also the 
services their ancestors performed for them : 
they recollect that, but for thesCy no estate 
could have been preserved : theydwell know 
of how little avail was a piece of ^parchment 
and a lump of wax, under the ol^.l system of 
the Highlands : they reproach th^ir iandlord 
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with ingratitude, and remind him that, but 
for tlit'ir fathers, he Avould uoav have no pro- 
perty. d’he pcninanent possession which they 
had always rt;taiucd of their paternal farms, 
th('y consider only as tlieir just right, from the 
share their predecessors had borne in the ge- 
neral defence, and can see no diH‘erenc(' be- 
tween the title of their chief and their own. 

iMcn in ■whose minds these impressions liavc 
tiiken root, are surely not a desirable popu- 
lation and if they do not remove, the irrita- 
tion that ])rcvails among them may be trans- 
mitted from generation to generation, and 
disturb the peace of tlu; country long after 
the causes from which it has arisen may be 
considered as woi'n out. 'J'he exampk' of Ire- 
land may, perhaps, be ([noted to jirovag to 
•(vhat distant [leriods the eifect of an antiqua- 
ted ground of discontent may be prolojiged, 
by a train of cons('([ucnces coutinually re- 
viving the original inijiression. Amidst all 
the vari(Ay? of o[)inions that are enUntain- 
cd as to fPae immediate efh'ct of more re- 
(^ent ineasf/r(‘s, no one who is av(|uainl('d 



with that kingdom will deny, that the mu- 
tual animosity of its religious parties is (at 
least in a great degree) the legitimate offs-* 
[)ring and consequenee of the horrible feuds 
that raged in the 17th century and preceding 
ages ; nor can it be doubted, that if after the 
forfeitures under Cromwell and King William, 
all who I'elt themselves immediately aggrieved 
by tlu'sc acts of power, had Ibund the means 
(as much as they doubtless had the inclina- 
tion) to seek a distant asylum, tlu^ internal 
stati' of that country at this day woj.ild be 
much more satisfactory. 

To state any comparison with a part of tlie 
empire so deeply agitated, niay appear an ex- 
aggerated view; but incidents hav(' ocmirrc'd 
in the Highlands, sutlicient to prove' that the 
appre'hcnsion I have stated is not alUigetluT 
visionary. Tor the truth of this, 1 may ajipeal 
to any gentleman, who was in th(^ shii’e of 
11 OSS or Cromarty in July and Aip^;ust, 

I happened to be there myself a' that mo- 
■nu'nt, when the irritation alludc(i to broke' 
out into actual violence. Sheeji-tiVi’ming was 



^lien in the first stage of its introduction into 
that district, but the people liad heard of its 
consequences in others. Rousc^d by the cir- 
cumstance of a particidar estate being turned 
into shccp-Avalks, the tenantry of all the ad- 
joining country took part with those who 
w(!re ejected, and rose in arms. These ])oor 
and ignorant men, without leaders, and with- 
out any conct'rted jilan, actuated by indig- 
nation nun’cly against their immediate supe- 
riors, and as if they did not understand that 
they Avere committing an otVenee, against the 
general government of the kingdom, proceed- 
('d to vent their rage by driving away the sheep 
that had been brought to stork l!ie grazings. 
They had tor many days llie (mtire coiiimand 
ol" the country ; and it was not iroin want of 
opportunity, that lew acts of pillage or per- 
sona! violence wi're committed, in a letter 
lo liie otliecrs of government at Edinburgh, 
a general meeting of gentlemen expressed 
themselves nearly in tliese AA'ords : ‘ e are 
‘ at the feet of the mob, and if they should 
proceed t\> burn our houses, w<^ arc incapa- 
_ " hie ol' a Dv] resistance.'’ 



It is saiisracUiiT to n llcct, tliat this imta-r 
tiun (}i tlu* coininoii jM'oj^h' lias been liitherto 
auaiii'-l their iiiiinetliatt' suj)eri;)rs only, and 
. that the Highlanders have lu'va'r given reason 
to iir.jxaeh that eharaeter of loyally towards 
{h('ir sovereign, whieli tiu'ir anei'stors inain- 
laiiK'd. It is surc'ly of sonu' iin]>ortanee to 
pix'se'rvo th('S(' sentisiaaits unimpaired ; and 
this ol'ieet ought not to be overlooked in tlie 
Co! sideratioe e)l‘any le'gislative' ineasure', which 
may <;])])e‘;ir to these [>e^0])le tiu^ re'sult e)f un- 
chie {):;rliality t()r the' inte'o si of tlu'ir snpe'- 
ri(;i's, I'r whieli can with any plausibility Ix' 
d('eiii<‘d an iniriug; na nt e)l' tia' prine'i])!es e)l‘ 
e(}iiai justice towards t!u‘ lower eweie-rs. 


'I'his, however, is not the only view, in whie-h 
a eliie'cL atteiu])! to re'strain e'uugraliou may 
l!ave])e'rnicie)use‘e)nse‘e|iU'nce‘S. 'There is se-arce- 
ly any ])art of the Highlanels that has not in 
its turn bee'ii in a state' of irritation, as great 
as that of iloss-sliire in 17.92. Can any e'erm- 
inent be: necessary to shewv what would have 
been the dreadful state of thij)gs,< if this had 
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diltjl^illj at different mmu of 

the enpagrations, the discontent^* people of 
Ode have been removed, before ie same 
causes of discontent had produced their full 
effect in another. What must we think, then, 
of the |>olicy which would impede this saiu-* 


lary dtain, and would prevent a population 
infected 'with deep and permanent seeds of 
every angry pas#n, fteim removing and ma- 
king ^vay for o^ of a more desirable charac- 
ter ? 


-r 



IX, Prejudices of the Highland proprietors againit Emigra^ 
tion — mistakes from which ihep arise, 

Ir the preceding arguments are satisfactory^ 
it must appear very unaccountable, that the 
gentlemen of the Highlands should express 
such extreme aversion against emigration. 
Since the removal of the superfluous popula- 
tion is necessary for the advance of their rents, 
why (it may be asked) do they (quarrel with 
that which is so beneficial to them ? But 
those who reflect how very common it is for 
men to mistake their own interest, wall not 
consider this as a paradox. The change that 
has taken place in the Highlands, is so exten- 
sive, its efiects are so complicated, and so 
many circumstances have concurred to dis- 
guise their operation, that it ought not to ex- 
cite surprise if they arc not generally under- 
stood. 

The prejudices which many persons enter- 
tain on this subject arise from the most pa- 
triotic, though mistaken motives. Ascribing 
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. tl>c spiHt of emigration to mere capricious 
restlessness, they deprecate in it tlie loss ot 
the nursery of soldiers that Has hitherto been 
, found in the JJiglilaiids, not adverting to the 
decay of those causes from which that advan- 
tage was derived, 'fhey see the possibility 
of employing great numbers in works of pro- 
ductive industry, and overlook the distinc- 
tions wliich render llicse unsuitable to a great 
proportion of the actual inhabitants. 

'fo these hav<’, in some instanc'cs, been su- 
per-added mistaken yieAvs of private interest. 
Some proprietors, accustomed to the advan- 
tageous facility of recruiting, would wish to 
[)res('rve this power, at the same time that 
tlu'y profit by the advance of their rents. A 
few individuals have perceived the incompa- 
tibility of these objects, and, unwilling to re- 
linquish the ahtieiit splendour of a numerous 
train of dependants, have frankly resolved to 
make an adequate pecuniary sacrifice ; but 
•in a much greater number of instances, this 
incompatibility has been over-looked, or seen 
indistinctly ; and the consequence hgs been 



4?1|jrain of inconsistent maitagejat^jent^ vibrating 
between contradictory motives. 

The ideas of the Highland gentry have also, 
perhaps, been influenced by the very unjust 
cry that has been prevalent against themsel- 
ves, and the unfavourable impressions, as to 
tlie tendency of their conduct, which the pub- 
lic have been led to entertain. The long 
continued indulgence of the landlords, the 
sacrifice of rent to which they submitted for 
so many years to preserve their people, are 
little known beyond their immediate neigh- 
bourhood. It would be difficult to find a 
proprietor in other parts of the kingdom, who, 
to please his tenants, wmuld accept a rmit not 
half the value of his land. I'liis has be(’n 
done by many in the Highlands, and yet 
these gentlemen have been generally reputed 
severe landlords. 

The old system of the Highlands, so long 
established and deeply rooted, could not be 
broken up without a great degree of popular 
odium When any proprietor grew tired of' 



133 


the loss of rent he sustained, and resolved to 
enjoy the full value of his estate, his conduct 
was deemed oppressive and iiiyust ; and the 
clamours of the tenantry were re-echoed from 
distant parts of the kingdom. When a popu- 
lous valh'y was converted into sheep-walks, 
the author of the change was held up as an 
enemy of the public, who, for a sordid inte- 
rest, promoted the desolation of his country ; 
and the remote consequences through ^Isicli 
these “ ])arlial evils” terminate in “ univ^'r- 
“ sal good,” were not to be seen by superfi- 
cial observers. 

'I'lie gentlemen of the Highlands might have 
rejx'Hed these aspersions, by appealing to the 
getieral right of laiuh'd proprietors to manage 
their property to the best advantage ; but 
this argument was too much at variance with 
the established ])rejudiccs of their neighbour- 
hood to be well received. Conscious, there- 
fore, of the unpopularity of their conduct, 
and sore under this* impression, they acted as 
if diffident of the justice of their own cause, 
and, instead of meeting the question on fair 
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-and manly grounds, recriminated with accu- 
sations of capricious discontent on the part 
of the people, excited only by the artifices of 
men who had an interest to delude them. 

Suchli||otives of pique, and a remnant of 
the feudm pride', which a numerous clan was 
calculatcd^to inspire, have perhaps more in- 
fluence than any view of pecuniary interest, 
in exciting a violent j cal ons}’’ again^l^'migTa- 
tion in the minds of the more considerable 
proprietors of the Highlands; and, this may 
account for a singular contradiction that has 
been frequently observed. Many of these 
gentlemen, who, in their cooler moments 
have expressed their regret, at the loss they 
sustained trom the excessive population of 
their estates, have nevertheless becai u armed, 
even to indignation, when any of their ow n 
tenantry showed a disposition to emigrate. 
Their feelings liave been roused, and die 
phantom of autient prejudice has ])ut to flight 
every sober consideration ol' interest. 

These impressions among the greater pro- 
prietors are sometimes, perhaps, strcngtheuir 
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ed by the clamour of certain persons among 
their dependants, or their neighbours of an 
inferior order ; some of whom have an aver- 
sion against emigration, founded on motives 
not altogether so lionourable, though more 
active, as arising more immediately from 
views of pecuniary interest. 

Among the few branches of business which 
furnish more or less employment for labour- 
ing people in the Highlands, is the manufac- 
ture of kelp, w'^hich, to many landed proprie- 
tors, is a very considerable source of income. 
I’lie sea-weed, from which this article is made, 
is cut on rocks along the shore, which arc 
sometimes annexed to the adjoining larms. 
In most cases, however, these rocks are rc- 
s('rvt'd by the landlords, who let them from 
yc'ar to year, or more frequently employ la- 
bourers to make the kelp at a stipulated al- 
lowance per ton. Many gentlemen feel on 
this account an immediate interest in keep- 
ing down the wages of labour, and therefore 
imagine the crowded state of population to 
be an advantage. Some go so far as to as- 





sert that, if tliey had fewer liatidg, the making 
of kelp must be given up altogether, or, at 
least, that the increased expense of the work 
would reduce its tiett profit to a trifle. This 
may be ; but the difference of expense is not 
all clear gpin to the landlord : the season of 
kelp-making is but a few weeks in the year ; 
and in so far as any gentleman retains a greater 
number of people on his eslate than full em- 
ployment can be found for, he must do it by 
letting land to them below its valut'. In all 
the great kelp stations, the land is^ in fact, 
made an object totally subordinate, and let 
at rents more disproportioned to its real value 
than in any other parts of the Highlands. 

Were an accurate computation to be made, 
it is probable that the proprietor wmuld find 
it more for his advantage, on the Avhole, to 
jpay the most liberal wages for the manufac- 
ture of his kelp, and to let his land at its full 
value. A great proprietor, of a liberal mind, 
might perceive the force of such a statement, 
nor Avould his judgment be warped by the fear 
of losing 10 or 15s. per ton on his kelp. But 
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the subjecC^l^ Viewed in a very different 
light by those who have no pt^rmanent inte- 
rest in the land, by some of the tacksmen, 
and other inferior ])eople erigag^Sd in this bu- 
siness. A small difference in the expense in- 
cturred may fonn a great proportion of their 
profit. TJiey, too, feel all the benefit t)f the; 
low price of labour, while the sacrifice that is 
necessary for maintaining that low price, is 
made at the expense of another. Among 
them, therefore, we find a zeal approaching 
to fury, A\'hcn any thing thrcateais to intertbre- 
with this interest*. 

To men of this class, the dcpj-cssion of the 
price of labour appears an object of import- 
ance ill other respects. If tlicy have not kelp 
to make, they feel the same interest in keep- 
ing down the wages of thifir agricultural ser- 
vants, or of those they employ in any other 
species of work. From these causes a consi- 
derable body of men feel a direct interest in 
repressing emigration ; and it is not to b© 


^ Set' Appendix [R.] 



wondered at that their clamours should im- 
pose on the greater proprietors. 

These gentlemen are only occasionally re- 
sident on their estates ; and, conscious that 
their own personal acquaintance with the in- 
ternal state of the country is imperfect, are 
disposed to place too great a rt'liancc on the 
opinions of others, whose practical inlbnna- 
tion they believe to be coniph^te, and whom 
they do not suspect to have interests so di- 
rectly at variance with their own. This evil 
is much increased, by the practice (unfortu- 
nately, too common with the proprietors of 
great Highland estates) of letting fanns to 
their factors or land-stewards, and allowing 
them to engage in various petty branches of 
business, bj^ which their interest is identified 
with that of the very people on whom they 
ought to be a cheek, and is set in opposition 
to that of their employers 


* See the latter part of Appendix [T]. 
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X. Conduct of llie Ilit^kfaTid Society— Emigrant Regidation 

Bill. 


If, from all these circuinstaiiees, individual 
proprietors so far mistake their own interest, 
it will not be surprising that the same mis- 
takes siiould pervade and influence a public 
body. The resptx’table names which appear 
on the list of the Highland Societ}’^, and the 
benevolence which marks their proceedings 
in general, leave ho reason to doubt of their 
conduct respecting emigration having been 
founded on the purest motives. Neverthe- 
less, they have lent the sanction of their name 
to re[>resentations of the most partial nature, 
and have recommended measui'cs inconsistent 
Avith every principle of justice. 

As this Society claim (and I believe Avith- 
out any competition) the merit of the bill 
j>asscd in 1803, for regulating the transporta- 
tion of emigrants, the consideration of that 
bill cannot easily be separated from a discus- 
:sion of the arguments and statements, upon 
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whicli they recommended the measure. They 
transmitted for the consideration of Govern- 
ment, and of several members of the Legis- 
lature, three Reports, ou the emigrations from 
the Ilighla^s, in which many topics, con- 
nected with the improvement of that district, 
arc trcal('{l witli great jiidgnu iit, and on the 
most liberal principles of political o'eonomy. 
Tiitermixcd, however, with these (^^ussions, 
we find some of a very diflVroit des^n^tion 

Tlie first Report eornm('nec“s witlua stah'- 
ment of the cause's of emigration, among 
which arc cnum('rated, 

^ These Reports have never been published, but are 
noticed in the Introduction to \^ol. 11. of The Prize Es- 
says and Transactions of the Highland Society. The Hist 
wa>s presented to ilie Society in January, JBO'i — the se- 
cond in June following — ^the third in March, 1 803 . — Some 
extracts have been printed as an Appendix to a Report 
of a Committee of the House of Commons on the Sur- 
Vey of the Coasts, 8cc. of Scotland, relating to Emigra-^ 
tion — ordered to be printed, June yth, The 

quotations I have occasion to make, refer to the MS. 
copies engrossed in the Records of the Sociey, with which 
they have been collated, and in which the First Report 
occupies iO pages, and the Third, 13. To the Second Re- 
port, I haVe no occasion to refer. 
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■ ‘ I. Such an increase of population as the 

* country, in its present situation, and with 

* a total want of openings for the exertion of 
‘ industry, cannot support/ 

‘ 2. The removal of many of the tenants 
‘ from their farms, in eons('quence of a cou- 
^ viction on the part of tlie proprietors, that 
^ they will be better cultivated and managed, 
‘ and pa}' better rents, when let in larger di- 

* visions ; add more particularly, in cousc- 
‘ qucnc^^ of the preference now veay generally 
‘ given to a sheep stock, of which the nia- 
‘ nagement does not, like that of a black-cat- 
‘ tie pasture, admit of minute partition of the 
‘ farm, nor re<|uire nearly so many hands.' 

‘ 3. The active cireidation of seductive ac- 
‘ counts of the immense advantages to be de- 
‘ rived from going to settki in America.’ 

The two lirst of these causes are so candid- 
ly stated, ami furnish so plain ami consistent 
an account of the fact, that it must (‘xcite 

surprise in the reader to find the thud insist- 

6 
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ed upon as the principal and the most exten- 
sive in its elfccts. ' 

The Reporter indeed assumes the fact, that 
the condition of a labourer in America is not 
so advantageous as in Britain* ; and, taking 
for granted, that the flattering aceoxints which 
have reached the people as to vVineriea are 
all false, has to explain Iioav in the course' of 
so long an intercourse, as has bc'cn kept up 
between different districts of Scotland and dif- 
ferent settlements in America, no Cv)ntradic- 
tion of these falsehoods should have apjieared. 
Here he docs not think it beneath the dignity 
of the Society to repeat the thrcadbaix' and 
ridiculous story of Uncle James, and to assert, 
that all letters, not of a particular tenden- 
cy, are detained )-; as if every letter had to 
pass a scrutiny, and as if there Avas no post- 
office establishment in America.* Had some 
inquiry been made before such an assertion 
Avas hazarded, the Society might have learnt, 
that throughout all British America at least, 
the posts are under the same regulations as 

* First JRepoil — page 11. f See Appendix [S]. 
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;it liorae, and that (under the authority of the 

Postrmstcr-Genera] of England) letters imiy 

be conveyed from almost every part of the 

colonicis./ more tediously indeed, but (sea-risk 

cxceptedy with as much safety as within Great 

Britain itS;|?lf. 

\ 

It is truly ^surprising, that gentlemen of 
respectable abilities and information, should 
give credit to ^fables of so little apparent j)ro- 
bability. they expect, by repealing such 
stories w^fiout examination, to deter the com- 
mon people from emigration, they Avill bo 
miserably disappointed. Then', arc so many 
of the people in the TIighlands who have in- 
formalion of the situation of their friends in 
America on indubitable authority, confirmed 
1)3" eoncurring testimonies, that it is in vain 
to think of eoneealing from them the true 
state of th(; fact ; and the attempt to impose 
on their understanding can only tend to con- 
firm the jealous sus{)icions, which they" enter- 
tain against their superiors. 

Ill another Report we find details of the 
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•f*, y'No reference' is given ,in.;,>^e;J^f^rt, 
te;,the anBiorit j on 'which, me;fe^‘'ar|:!^te'd ; 
^j;;^-;.i^or^ of the aceom'ppi^lng r^pks; 
»^_at;l^ast giye rpom,toBouht',|^,jcandour 
l^l'lnpderation.'of/^e narrator, .a.vchcum- 
pf'no less importance than his veracity, 
credibility of his informal 


ij^g6 t and 2. 

^ ;|s4Qd, c'oi]|,c^ing' 

^ W'}' 


;wjp|:|^ddf ,tb^:::are for, 




145 


■ J’ut, allowing every of cix'd it to the 

eireui/istanees related in this report, iljey are 
tar I’rym wa.rraiding the eoiu-lusions drawn 
I'roni 1i nil, aiul an', in laet, nothing more 
than iiis{^iiees ol that irrilatioH, on the [lart 
ol 1 he eonnnon people, tlii' yioumi^ ot \\ Inch 
ha\(' already'heen ('\ plaiiii'd It c amiot Ix' 
thought ('xtraordinarv, that tix/'C w !,o have 
ch'termined < li ('migration, should I'Xjii'vss 
tlu'ir dis('ont('tits with littk' rt'si'iwe, and avail 
thenis('lv('s ^gitl-tlu' jiri'vailing temper ol’ tiu' 
eountry *' to rnduei' othc'rs to join in tlieir 
sehenu's. 

Iiuk'pi'udently of anv (piestion as to tIu' 
policy of I'l'taining against tiu'ii’ will, a [lopu- 
lation inl’eetc'd with a, spiiit of diseonti'ut, it 
sei'iiis ^ ('I'v [liaiii that tlu'ir supt'iiors aix' not 
following till' Ix'sl nu'lhods to allay tlu' iv'r- 
iiu'iit. If tin'll' ('\ist among tlx' IJighlanders 
any siu'li wanton dist'onti'nt and rc'st h'ssiu'ss 
as till' So('i('ty alh'ge, nothing si'cms so likely 
to k('e]) alive and ('\t('nd this spirit, as the at- 
tempt to repress it by individual j>erseetiliou 

See ['] ]. 

K 
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Every manly heart will revolt at such meaiTs 
employed to restrain the exercise of *an ac- 
knowledged natural right ; and the imligna- 
tion Avhich every act of oppression \nust ex- 
cite, may actually impel those to ^ligration 
Avho otherwise Avould never haveJnhought of 
it. 


Should an unreasonable a|l^l unncecssary 
disposition to emigration be Vny where ob- 
served, those Avho Avish to o.l,^^iyte it, may 
perhaps profit by an example, Avh\h occur- 
red in the island of Barra in 1802. A num- 
ber of people were prcjjaring to emigrate. 
The proprietor, Avithout alloAving any hint to 
escape of his re gret at the circumstance, told 
his tenants, that since such Avas their deter- 
mination, he Avished to see tlicm avcII accom- 
modated, and Avould assist them to negotiate 
for a ship to convey them to America. 'J'he 
frankness of this procedure laid every mur- 
mur at rest, and no more Avas heard of the 
emigration *. Nor is this the only instance 

* — at least for the time. The circnmstances of that 
island renJer it probable, however, that no very long pe‘* 
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that might be quoted, where a rising spirit 
of this kind has been allay(*d by the temper 
and ifioderaiion of a proprietor. 

Though the macliinations of the leaders of 
emigratiofK as described in the ileports, are 
nothing mol^f than might reasonably be ex- 
pected from nVn of that stanq) in a country 
wliere a gcU'l^’al tt'ndeney to irritation j)rc- 
vails ; 3"et th'*; Society consider these artihees 
as tlu' prip£^j^)ur(u; of all the discontent they 
observe/and assign as tlu'ir ultimate motive, 
the unjust and tempting gains accruing to 
the traders in emigration*. No explanation, 
however, is given of the mode in which these 
('xtraord inary gains arise, and therefore it 
may not be superfluous to state a lew of the 
details which arc passed ovei\ 

Whenever the circumstances of any part 
of the country induced the people to think 
of emigration, the usual procedure has gene- 

riod can elapse, before it will be absoiiilely necessary, that 
it should be relieved of a part of its population. 

* Third Keport — page 4 to 6. See also Introduction to 
"Vol. II. Transactions of the Highland Society, p. 8 and 9. 
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rally bccm, that the leading individuals have 
circulated a subscription-paper, to whkch all 
those, who agreed to join in chartering A ship 
for the purpose, signed their nani^ ; and 
whenever they had thereby asccrtaXed their 
number, they called together all^iiosc who 
had declared their intention to/mio;rate. If 
previoxis information had beem obtained of 
the price at which shipping cokld be procu- 
red, it was usual for some persoV, of the most 
respectable situation and prop«?^Nan)ong the 
associates, to make [>roposa]s to transact tlic 
business for them at a certain rate for each 
passenger ; if his offer was accepted, one half 
of the price agreed upon was deposited by 
each in his hands. With the mom^y so col- 
lected, he protx'eded to some of the great 
commercial ports, where he made the best 
bargain he could with a ship-owner, con- 
tracting for such provisions and accommoda- 
tion as were customary, and giving security 
that the rest of the passage-money should be 
})aid previous to embarkation. When no in- 
dividual was prepared to undertake the bu- 
siness in this manner, some one in whom the 
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rest of the associates liad conlidence, was 
.usually deputed to negotiate in their name, 
and tu procure them the best terms he. 
could, i^n either ease, hoAvcvc'r, the })rice 
to be paie, by the individual ('migrants, was 
always AvoiA iindeistood to be rather higher 
than the priev,; bargained for Avith the ship- 
ownei'. A dith’^rence of from 10 to 20s. on 
each passeng('0 Avas not considered as unrea- 
sonable, to c<Aipcnsate the trouble, expen- 
ses, and rish,<._to Avhich the intermediate con- 
tractor Av/is subj('ct. 'I’he ship-OAvner seldom 
made? more by the voyage than a mere freight; 
and the ordinary gains ol’the contractor, avIio 
Avas usually himsell’one of the emigrants, do 
not seem entitled to the epithet (^1 unjust and 
tempting, or to be assignc'd as the motive tor 
deceits and impositions, so artful and so ex- 
tensive, as to be capable of dilfusing the s})i- 
rit of emimation all over the Highlands. 


It may b(' readily believc'd, that in the 
course of such a transaction as has be(,'n d(?- 
scribed, carried on among men of Ioav rank 
-fend little education, (the contractor b<;ing 
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sometimes but a few steps above his asso- 
ciates), much higgling would take plac^ some-, 
times deceit and imposition, and ahVlost al- 
M'ays a great deal of petty artifice Ehgil vulgar 
intrigue. It docs not appear ho^ the regu- 
lations proposed by the Societ^riin operate 
to remedy any of the inconvtwenecs arising 
from these circumstances, 01/ to obviate the 
deceit and imposition whicl;|emay occasion- 
ally be practised by contraett^s. In tliis, as 
in other trades, competition noi^be the best 
check to abuse. 'I’Jic emigrants understand 
the accommodation for which they stipulate, 
and competition alone can prevent them from 
paying too much for it. All that can be ne- 
cessary, therel'ore, to put an end to the un- 
just and tempting gains, of which the Society 
complain, is to enforce, on the part of the 
ship-owner and contractor, a fair performanc (5 
of their bargain ; leaving it to every one to 
make the best terms he can for himself. It 
is surely an extravagant idea, that the igno- 
rance of the people, as to the nature of the 
voyage, puts them on a footing with men 
who have no will of their own, and renders m 
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as necessary to regulate tlicir accommoclatiou 
.as tlia^of the negro slaves *. 

The 1 ficcssity of regulation is, however, in- 
ferred fi'o ,'1 ‘ the hardships to which the eiui- 
‘ grants wcic subject on their passage from 
‘ this country,/' which, it is said, ‘ were as- 
* certained bey\)nd the possibility of doubt by 
‘ authentic dof,uments i-.’ It is rather singu- 
lar, however,y that, to find an instance in 
point, the Seciety go as far back as tlu' year 
1773. 'I^iere is indeed one other instance 
quoted, in 17915 ii>id from the delails that 
are given, it is evident that the shi]) referred 
to was too much crowded to be comfortable. 
As to the actual result, however, all we ean 
learn is, that being put baek aftei’ twelve days 
boisterous MX'ather, the passengers were 1 ir(;d, 
especially the women and children, and did 
not choose to proceed : — a consequence not 
at all surprising among jx'oplc, who for the 
first time in their lives were heartily sca-sic/i ! 


See First Report, p. 7. 

F Vol. II, Transactions of tbe Hiirhland Society. In- 
coductiOn, p. 7 » • 
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In sj)caking of tlio emigrations of 1801, the 
Soci('ty admit that minute particulai^s have 
not come to their knowledge: they stat/--, how- 
ever, upon hi'urmip “ that 53 of tin,'/ j^assen- 
“ gers died on board one of tlie ve^jols before 
“ reaching AnuTiea.” — 7\ eonmjj^ree of th(' 
House of Commons, ree(‘ivin^ this intc'lli- 
gence from so lespcetable a (,,uartcr, de(‘ni('d 
it worthy of btdng cpioted aimp.ig the grounds 
for a legislative* enactment '^duyv could not 
indeed suppose that the IJigbK;)nd Society 
Avould lend the sanction of tlu'ir jtsnnc to a 
mere vague' rc}K)rt : but siux'Iy the Society, 
being informed of a fact so shocking te) hu- 
manity, ami giving such entire e'redit to it, 
ought to have folle)we^d e)ut the inepury, anei 
brought the accusation home' to the^se whe)se 
criminal neyligence or avarice' had e)ceasie)n- 
cel the disaster. This, he)wever, they have 
never yet thought proper to elo, and have 

^ See the Appendix to the Kcjiorl aliovc reftTTed to 
from a Commitlee ol’ tlie House of (Vmimons, on tiie 
Survey of the Coasts^ See. of Scollaiid, relating to Eini- 
gratiou.” 
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never even named the vessel to which they 
rcier. 

In calling for a renn'dy against the abuses 
tlu'y allege, the' 8oci('ty disclaim any view of 
, estrainingt‘ the constitutional freedom of the 
‘ Highlanders’ and d(;clarc that their only 
ol)j<'ct is, ‘ to regulate the transportation of 
^ emigrants in such a way, that no undue jwo- 
lit Jiiay aris</ Ifom its being c,onducted in a 
■ niaiuu'i' (h lOv.ictive to the passengers*.’ The 
sentimerAs here professed are liberal ; and if 
the legislative provisions adoj)tcd on their sug- 
g('stiou correspond to this jwofession, the 8o- 
ciet}’’ are entitled to the gratitude of the emi- 
grants, as well as of the rest of the public. 
Let us s('e then hoAV far this coincidence can 
t)e traced, and whether the regulations laid 
down are ‘ absolutely necessary for the pre- 
‘ starvation of the health and lives of the emi- 
‘ grants f-.’ 

rh(*. most important clauses of the bill arc 

* Thin] HeporL 

* Traii^iiclions oi* tlu: 1 li|>hlancl Socit 1 y. I nlrodiiclion. 
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those wliich reg;iilatc the number of persons 
which any ship is permitted to carry, asid the 
provisions whicli are to be laid in and allow- 
ed to them. As to provisions, the customary 
food of the people to be conveyed cannot be 
objected to, as an inadecpiate eritcrion of 
what is absolutely necessary. passenger 
at sea, with little or no o])portunity of exer- 
cise, cannot well be supposed to require more 
or better food, tl)an Avhen enga'j,i:ed in a labo- 
rious life at home. 

A bill of fare is laid down for the passen- 
gers, Avith no part of Avhich they arc them- 
selves at liberf ii to d/spoise ; and in this there 
is an allowance of farinaceous food, more than 
equal to the Avhole consumption of country 
labourers in any jan t of Scotland that 1 am 
acquainted Avith. Over and above this, each 
person is obliged to take ‘3 'lb. of beef or pork, 
AA'cekly. The lligliland Socidy indeed re- 
commended 7lb. “ as absolutely necessary for 
a passenger W as it from tlu'ir intimate 
kuoAvledge of the domestic a'conomy of the 

S(‘c Fiiht K(‘poi% p. D- 
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peasantry of the Highlands, that the Society 
.Averc to judge such an allowance of ani- 
mal food indispensable, — even for an infant 
at the breast ? and is no credit to be given 
to the gentlemen, Avho were employed by the 
Board of Agriculture to examine the High- 
lands, when they inform us, that ‘ animal 
‘ food is rarely tasted by the lower order of 
* tenantry * .and that among the farmers 
‘ there is not, 511). of meat consumed in the 

‘ family thn i-ighout the year-j'.’ 

♦ 

In the rcgidation Avhieh they recommend- 
ed as to the numbers Avhich any ship should 
be allowed to cairry, the Society surely did 
not mean a censure on His JMajesty’s flo- 
vernment : yc't th(' alloAvance of room Avhich 
they lay down as (ihaolufcli/ ncccssarii for the 
health of tin* passengers, is far greater than, 
in voyages sitnilar to those* of the emigrants, 
is given to soldiers when conveyed in trans- 
ports. In such cases, the number of men: 

* Agricultural Survey of the central llighlaiitls by Mr 
Marshall, p. 21. 

t Ditto of the Northern Counties, j). 82. 
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allotted to ('acli ship is usually reckoned 
at one for every ton-and-a-half of bur- 
then ; and these passengers arc, of cou/se, all 
full-grown persons. 'J'hc Emigrant bill re- 
quires two tons for every passenger, including 
the youngest child in the enumeration. 

It will not be asserted that an infant re- 
quires as large a bed as a grown man, and, 
whatever be the proper numbesj; of j)assengers 
for any ship to carry, some modiib-'ation ought 
surely to be admitted wlu'ii a gr('a\ ])ro])or- 
tion of them are children. On this })oint 
the regulations, which were customary among 
the ('migrant passage-ships, deserve atten- 
tion. \\ ith respect both to tlu.' payment of 
passage-money, and the allowances of provi- 
sions and birth-room, children were rated ac- 
cording to an established scale ; a greater or 
less number, according to their ag(‘, being 
considered as equivalent to one full-grown 
person. The rules, founded on this j)rin- 
ciplc, were deduced from expedience, and 
acted u|)on for many j^ears, by all those 
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wlio had most interest in their accuracy : they 
may therefore be depended upon as not mate- 
rially iucorrec't. Now, it is to be observed, 
that, upon an examination of several emi- 
grant shi])s, in Avhicli tlic passengers consist- 
ed of entire, families, with the usual proportion 
of young and old, the number oi' full passen- 
gers at which they were rated, was found to 
be in o-eiu'ral about two-thirds of the num- 
])(!!• of iiulivitluals of all ages. Unless, there- 
fore, the pi iry-iples upon which these people 
proccedt'd were grossly erroneous, it must be 
admitted that two tons tor ( very individual 
is as great an allowance as three tons for a 
grown p('rsou — an allowance double of that 
of the transport service, and not far from the 
proportion that the tonnages of a man of war 
bears to lu'r crew alone. 

# 

These ix'gulations (jf the Emigrant Bill are 
so far from being ahsolii/eli/ necessary, that it 
is didicult to see what object they can serve, 
exce{)t to enhance the expense of passage. 
This object, indeed, is not entirely disavow- 
e<l by the Society ; and in the history'of their 
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Transactions the regulations arc spoken of ast 
‘ having the effect of a certain necessary bur- 
‘ then on the voyages t)f emigrants It is 
rather an unfortunate coincidence, that an 
object of so very ditferent a nature, sliould 
be combined with the regard which is pro- 
fessed for the comfort and safety of the emi- 
grants. Some persons may be inclined to 
doubt whether humanity was the leading mo- 
tive of the Society. 

Whatever may have been their views, it has 
certainly been a subject of exultation to many 
individuals, that the bill, by rendering the 
passage too expensive for the pecuniary means 
of the tenantry, must leave them at the mercy 
of their superiors. But, I ajiprchend, that 
however o|)])ressive its consc(]uences may be, 
the bill can produce this effect only in a very 
inconsiderable degree. 

Every one who is acquainted with the cha- 


* Vnze Essays and Transactions of the Highland So- 
ciety, Vol. II. Introduction, p. 9- 
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riicteristic obstinacy of the Iliglilanders, must 
be sensible how much the attempt to keep 
them at liome by force, will rivet their deter- 
mination to take the first opportunity of lea- 
ving the country. 'I'he circutiistances of the 
times may comped them to defer tfie execu- 
tion of this intention ; but, if peace; were re> 
establishe;d, and trade redieveel from its jne- 
sent difficulties, the increase of e xpense ari- 
sing from the re.*gulations laiel ele)wn, would 
not be sufficie'iit te> prerve an etfectual obsta- 
cle to the gre^atcr number e>f the Immigrants. 
It has be'eai observe^d, that the; tenants in ge- 
neral have be^en hitherto enabieel, by tlie sale 
of tlie'ir farming ste)ck, ne)t e)n}y te) dv iray the 
ex])cnse of their j)assage, but te) carry serine 
money along with them. The IJighlaiiei So- 
ciety estimate the average amount* whici; is 
e'arrieel in this way, by the emigrants, at 10/. 
for each family e)f the poene st ela. s, and tgv 
some a grexit deal more' : tf.e-y instance 
ship, in which tlu'y give re-ason to siipj-osi', 
that the whole party carrieel with them 1500/. 

^ Tiiird llcport. 
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The enhanced expense of passage arising from 
the regulations, will encroach upon this re- 
serve of cash, and, in some cases, may to- 
tally exhaust it. Should this happen, it will 
not deter the emigrant from trying his fate. 
Few of the Highlanders arc so ignoiant of 
America, as not to know that a persevering 
exertion of j)ersonal industry will supply the 
want of every other resource ; and that, if 
they should have to land there without a shil- 
ling, they may be thereby exposed to tem- 
porary hanlshi])s, and retarded for a lew years 
in their progressj but the indej)endence, which 
is their great objc'ct, will still be within their 
reach. 

AVhat is to be thought, however, of the su- 
perabundant humanity of the Highland So- 
ciety, of which this is all the result — which, 
to save the emigrants from the miserable ('on- 
sequences of being as much crowded on ship- 
board as the king's troops themselves, and of 
living there on the same fare as at home, re- 
duces them to land in the colonies in the 
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gftate of beggars, instead of having a comfor- 
. table provision beforehand ? 

Humanity apart, can such waste be consi- 
dered as a matter of indiiference in a national 
view ? The money which the emigrants carry 
with them serves as capital, by means of 
which the forests of the colonies are brought 
into a productive state, the markets of Great 
Britain supplied with various articles of value, 
and the consumption of her manufactures ex- 
tended. Is it consistent with any rational po- 
licy, that individuals should be compelled to 
waste this capital in expenses absolutely fu- 
tile and useless ? The framers of the bill, in- 
deed, can perceive no distinction between 
the money expended by the emigrants for 
their passage, and that which they carry 
with them to the colonics ; they set it all 
down alike — as ‘ lost to the kingdom for 
ever 

* See a Communication from a Gentleman iu tins 

North of Scotland/’ inserted in Appendix C to the Re- 

port of a Committee of the House of Commons, on the 

, • 

T, 
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It cannot, lor a moineni, lx; supposed, that 
these eoiisiderations can hav(^ occurred to the 
Highland Socu'tj, or that they would have re- 
coininended the measure in (piestion, if they 
had been aware of all its consequences. It 
would, perhaps, be unjust to blame them for 
not having considered the subject with perfect 
impartiality, or extended their views to the 
general interests of the em})irc. The pecidiar 
objects of their institution lead them to pay 
an exclusive attention to the local interests of 
one district. They have givx'ii their opinion 
not in the character of a judge, but as a party 
in the cause, as representing one class of 
men, for whom they appear as advocates at 
the bar of the public. 

It has I’allen to my share to plead a too 
long neglected cause, in opj)osition to these 
poAverful adversaries : 1 have treated their 
arguments with the freedom Avhieh belongs to 
fair discussion, but, 1 trust, Avithout any sen- 
tinient inconsistent Avith that respect to Avhich 

“ Survey of the Coasts, 8tc. of Scotland, relating to Eini- 
grill ion.” 
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they arc so justly entitled, from the general 
tenor of their patriotic labours 

* In the Highland Society, and I presume in every otlier 
that is equally extensive, the whole business is managed 
by a very small jiroportion oF the members : nine-tenths of 
them, perhaps, scarcely hear of the proceedings that are 
carried on in the name of the whole. Having the honour 
to be upon tlieir list myself, I should certainly be very 
sorry to think that every member of the Society is held 
responsible for all their proceedings. 
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XI. Importance of the emigrants io our colonies — Custom of 
settling in the United States — Means of inducing a change 
cf destination — tcill not increase the spirit of emigration. 

Keeping in view the distinction already in- 
sisted upon, between the cotters and the small 
tenants, I think it may now be assumed as 
sufficiently proved, that emigration, to a grea- 
ter or less extent, is likely to go on from the 
Highlands, till the latter class is entirely 
drained off. If this be admitted, I need not 
take up much time to prove, that it is an ob- 
ject deserving of some attention, and of some 
exertion, to secure these emigrants to our 
own colonics, rather than abandon them to a 
foreign country. 

Some persons, indeed, have insinuated, that 
the colonies are altogether of little use. That 
is a point, which it would be foreign to my 
present purpose to discuss. Those, however, 
who are of that opinion, ought to argue, not 
for their being neglected, but relinquished. 
If they are to be retained, it cannot surely 
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admit of a doubt, that it is better the over- 
flowings of our own population should con- 
tribute to their improvement, than to that of 
a country with which we are unconnected, 
and which may become hostile to us. It is 
besides of no small importance, that our own 
colonies should be peopled by men, a', hose 
manners and principles are consonant to our 
own government. 

It is with regret I have heard persons of 
distinguished judgment and information give 
Avay to the opinion, that all our colonies on 
the continent of America, and particularly 
the Canadas, must inevitably fall, at no dis- 
tant period of time, under the dominion of 
the United States. That continued misma- 
nagement may bring this about, cannot be 
denied ; but, I think it equally clear, that, 
by steadily pursuing a proper system, such 
an event may be rendered not only improba- 
ble, but almost impossible. 

The danger to be apprehended, is not 
merely from an invading military force, but 
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much more from the disposition of the colo*- 
nists themselves, the republican principles of 
some, and the lukewarm affection of others. 
From the origin of some of the settlements, 
formed at the close of the American war en- 
tirely by refugee loyalists, we might natu- 
rally expect to find among them a population 
firmly attached to the interests of Britain. 
The fidelity, of which they had given proof 
during the war, was recompensed by the 
scrupulous attention of (lovernment to their 
relief and support, when the contest became 
desperate ; and, in all the situations where 
an asylum Avas provided for Ihem, they re- 
ceived advantages unprecedented in the his- 
tory of colonization. 'J’his generous conduct 
of Government has not been forgotten ; and 
the most satisfactory dispositions still remain 
among these loyalists and most^of their des- 
cendants. 

But the general character of some of the 
colonics has received aii unfortunate tinge, 
from the admixture of settlers of a very dif- 
ferent description. Numbers of Americans, 
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©f principles tlie most opposite to the Loya- 
, lists (many of them worthless characters, the 
mere refuse of the States), have since found 
their way into these [)rovinces. Unless ef- 
fectual means are adopted to check this in- 
flux, there is every probability that it will 
continue ; for, in conse(pience of some capi- 
tal errors in the original regulations laid down 
for the disposal of waste lands, and I'l’oin the 
state of lauded property, which has been the 
result, there is a continual encouragement to 
scdtlers of the same description. In some 
})arts, where, from local circumstances, it is 
peculiarly desirable to have a Avell disposed 
population, these intruders are fast approach- 
ing to an absolute majority of numbers : there 
is, besides, but too much probability of their 
prineijiles infecting the mass of the people 
throughout the provinces. 

Under these circumstances, it is evident 
what important services may be derived from 
such a body^ of settlers as the Highland emi- 
grants would form. It is not merely from 
their 'old establislual principles oP loyalty. 
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and from their military character, that they 
would be a valuable acquisition. It is a |X)int 
of no small consequence, that their language 
and manners are so totally different from 
those of the Americans, as this would tend 
to preserve them from the infection of dan- 
gerous principles. But, it seems, in this 
view, of essential importance, that, whatever 
situation be selected for them, they should 
be concentrated in one national settlement, 
where particular attention should be bestow- 
ed to keep them distinct and separate, and 
where their peculiar and characteristic man- 
ners should be carefully encouraged. 

It is much to be regretted, that so little 
attention has been paid to this principle, not 
only with respect to the Highlanders, but also 
the Dutch and Germans, who, in some parts, 
form a considerable proportion of the colo- 
nists. ' Had these also been separated into 
distinct national settlements, they would have 
formed a strong barrier against the contagion 
of American sentiments ; and any general 
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combination against tlie mother country would 
.have been rendered almost impossible. 

The local circumstances of the different 
provinces, the political and commercial ad- 
vantage's to be expected from the further co- 
lonization of each, the precautions requisite 
for their security, and the means which may 
be found for remedying the errors of their 
former administration, are topics which would 
lead me into too great length, and which this 
is not the proper place to discuss. The only 
point immediately connected with the sub- 
ject of this work, is to consider the measures 
that are necessary for diverting the current 
of emigration, and directing it to any part 
of the colonies, which may appear to govern- 
ment most advisable. It has been supposed 
that this could not be done without such en- 
couragements, as would tend very much to 
increase the evil in general : but I hope to 
make it appear that this is a mistake ; and 
that the object may be accomplished without 
adopting any measure that can have a per- 
Inaneht bad effect. * 
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The difficulty of directing the emigrations 
of the Iliglilandcrs, arises from tlieir uncom- 
nionly gregarious disposition ; a singularity 
^vliich is easily accounted for, when we con- 
sider how much their peculiar language and 
manners tend to seclude them from inter- 
course with other people. Circumstances, in 
a great measure accidental, induced the first 
persons, who left the different districts of the 
Highlands, to fix themselves in various situa- 
tions. The first steps of this kind were taken 
with feelings of awful uncertainty. They 
were decided upon, under a total Avant of in- 
formation respecting the country, towards 
which their course was directed ; except, })cr- 
haps, from interested reju'esentations of jier- 
sons concerned in land sjieculations. It is 
said that some of the first adventurers had 
fatal experience of the falsehood of these ; — 
that they Avere misled and ruined. 

Whether from the tradition of such events, 
or from tlu^ habitual jealousy, Avhich is gene- 
rally found among men in the ruder stages of 
society, it is certain that the Ilighlanders al- 
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ways show great distrust of any information, 
which does not come from their own imme- 
diate connexions ; and, in consecjuence of 
this disposition, those advcmtures which have 
ijiroved fortunate, luive been scaixx'ly more 
important to the pe rsons iumu'diaU'ly em- 
barked in them, than to the friends 'whom 
they had lei’t behind. ^I’liese Avere soon in- 
formed of their success ; and to men who 
foresaw the necessity of similar slc'ps, it was 
highly inte'resting to be certain of any asy- 
lum. The success of those with Avhom they 
were acejuainted, was a sullicient motive to 
detenninc tlieir choice of situation ; and ha- 
ving founel a rallying point, all who at subse- 
quent periotls lelt th(' same district of Scot- 
land, gathered round the same neighbour- 
hood in the colonies. 

No one of these settleniimts, hoAvever, gain- 
ed an universal ascendancy. A numbc'r Arei'C 
formed about the same period of time, and 
('ach attracted the |)cculiar att('ntion of the 
district from which it had procccch'd. 'I'lie 
iiiforihatioii sent home from each,' as to the 
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circumstances of the country in wiiich it was 
situated, did not spread far. The difficulty 
of mutual intercourse in a mountainous coun- 
try, tended to confine any information to the 
valley in which it was first received. 'J’his 
effect was still more promoted by the feudal 
animosities of the different clans, which were 
not entirely forgotten at the period of the first 
emigrations. Thus it often happened, that 
the inhabitants of one estate in the High- 
lands acquired a strong predilection for a par- 
ticular place in America, while on the ad- 
joining estate, separated only by a lake or a 
mountain, a preference as decided was given 
to another settlement, perhaps extremely re- 
mote from it. 

In this manner the people of Breadalbane 
and other parts of Perthshire, as also those 
of Badenoch and Strathspey, and part of 
Ross-shire, have generally resorted to New 
York, and have formed settlements on the 
Delaware, the Mohawk, and the Connecti- 
cut rivers. A settlement has been formed in 
Georgia,' by people chiefly from Inverness. 
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Tliose of Argyleshire and its islands, of the 
'*isle of Skye, of the greater part of the Long 
Island, of Sutherland, and part of Ross-shire, 
have a like connexion with North Carolina, 
*\her(': they have formed the settlement of 
Cross Creek, noted in the history of the Ame- 
rican war for its loyalty and its misfortunes. 
This settlement has been since named Fayet- 
teville, and is perhaps the most numerous 
colony of Highlanders on the American con- 
tinent. Some people from Lochaber, Glen- 
gary, &c. who joined the settlements in New 
York at the eve of the Amei icau war, were 
forced, by the ensuing disturbances, to re- 
move themselves, and take refuge in Cana- 
da, to which they have attracted the subse- 
quent emigrations of these districts. The 
people, again, of Moydart, and some other 
districts in Inverness-shire, with a few of the 
Western Isles, are those who have formed the 
Scotish settlements of Pictou in Nova Sco- 
tia, and of the Island of St John. 

The communication arising from repeated 

• t * 

emigrations, and the continual correspondence 
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between these settlers and their relations iii 
Scotland, have given the j)eo]dc of every part 
of the Highlands a pretty accurate acquaint- 
ance with the circumstances of some ])urti- 
cular colony ; and the emigrants, tliough 
their ideas arc often sanguine, arc by no 
means so ignorant of the nature of tlie coun- 
try they are going to, as some persons have 
supposed. But tlie information Avhich any 
of the peasantry have of America, is all con- 
fined to one spot ; to the pccidiar circum- 
stances of that |)lace, they ascribe all those 
advantages, whicli it has in common Avith 
other new settled countries. Of th(5 otlicr 
colonies they are perfectly ignorant, and have 
often very mistaken notions. Those, in par- 
ticular, Avhose vicAvs arc directed tOAvards the 
southern states, liavc receivA'd very gloomy 
impressions of the climate of Canada, and of 
all tlu; northern colonic's. But to rectify th(;sc 
mistaken ojhnions, is by no means the great- 
est difficulty in bringing them to change 
their ])lans. 'f’hc number of their friends or 
relations Avho have all gone to the same quar- 



Icr, give it the attraction almost of another 
'ihoine. 

It is therefore indispensable, that, to over- 
'^)ine these motives, some strong inducement 
should be held out to the first party, who 
will settle in the situation oftered to them. 
To detached individuals, it would be diffi- 
(udt to offer advantages sufficient to coun- 
ti'rbalancc the pleasuix* of being settled among 
friends, as well as the assistance they might 
expect from their ix'latious. liut a consider- 
able body of people, connected by the ties 
of blood and friendship, may have less aver- 
sion to tiy a new situation : and if such a 
settlement be once conducted safely through 
its first diilicultics, till the adventurers feel a 
contidence in their resources, and acquire 
some attaehivent to the country they are pla- 
ced in, the object may be considered as al- 
most entirely accoinjilished. All those cir- 
cumstances, which operate against the tirst 
proposal of a change, will serve to confirm 
it, when it is brought to this stage of ad- 
vanceihept. 
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The encouragement, thus proposed to be 
given to emigration, would be so limited in 
extent, and continued for so short a period, 
that it could afford no rational ground of 
alarm. It ought, besides, to be consideiefi, 
that the degree of encouragement, which 
may be sufficient to induce people to change 
their destination, must be very far short of 
that which would induce men, who have no 
other motive, to think of emigration. To 
excite a spirit of emigration where no such 
inclination before existed, is a more arduous 
task than those who have not paid a minute 
attention to the subject may imagine. To 
emigrate, implies a degree of violence to 
many of the strongest feelings of human na- 
ture — a separation from a number of con- 
nexions dear to the heart — a sacrifice of the 
attachments of youth, which fe\v can resolve 
upon without absolute necessity. Dr Adam 
Smith has justly observed, that ‘ Man is of 
‘ all species of luggage the most difficult to 
‘ be transported the tendency of the labour- 
ing poor to remain in the situation where 
they have taken root, being so strong,- that 
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tlic most palpable and immediate advantages 
.a-r-e scarcely sufficient to overcome the force 
of habit, as long as they find a possibility of 
going on in the track they have been accus- 
-^omed to. In one out of a hundred, this ten- 
dency may be overcome by motives of ambi- 
tion or enthusiasm ; but when a general dis- 
position to emigration exists in any country, 
it would need strong grounds indeed, to jus- 
tify the supposition, that it arises from any 
accidental or superficial cause. 

'J'liere occurs, in the history of the High- 
land emigrations, one striking example, how 
little permanent effect arises from any casual 
and occasional encouragement. 1 allude to 
the settlement of Georgia in 1722. The pa- 
trons of that undertaking, conceiving the 
Highlanders to be people of a description 
likely to answer their purpose, sent agents to 
Inverness to publish their proposals. '^I’hc 
causes, which have since produced so strong 
a spirit of emigration in the Highlands, had 
not begun to operate ; and nothing of the 

M 
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kind had taken place, except in the case of 
some few detached individuals, who by Y-^rir. 
ous aceidents might have found their waV>-to 
America. The settlement, however, was io 
be conducted under such respectable patro^ 
nage, the terms were so liberal, and the ad- 
vantages offered to people of the poorest class 
so extraordinary, that there was no difficulty 
in finding a considerable number of that de- 
scription, who entered into the undertaking. 
But this event docs not appear to have had 
any effect in occasioning a general spirit of 
emigration. It was forty years afterwards, 
before any such spirit was to be observed. 
We neither find that the people who went to 
Georgia were the subject of regret in the 
country they left, nor that the transaction, 
by its subsequent effects, produced any such 
inconvenience as to give rise to the slightest 
complaint. 

This example seems to prove that the ut- 
most effect of such encouragement will by it- 
self be inconsiderable and transitory ; and 
that there is no reason to be apprehensive of 
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the consequences of any temporary induce- 
.njents, which Government may judge proper 
for the purpose of diverting the emigration 
into a aifferent channel. 1 have observed 
^lat there would be no iiecessity for continu- 
ing this encouragement long, 4)r affording it 
to any but the first who should enter into the 
measures proposed, or, at most, to a few peo- 
ple from each district. Supposing that such 
a party were even wholly composed of per- 
sons who would not otherwise have emigrated, 
it is not clear that they would form a nett ad- 
dition to the body of emigrants ; for, if I have 
been successful in proving that the disposi- 
tion we observe in the Highlands arises from 
unavoidable and radical causes in the state 
of the country, then must it go on till these 
causes are exhausted, and the population is 
brought to that level which natural circum- 
stances point’ out. A certain number of peo- 
ple must leave the country ; and whether it 
falls to the lot of this or of that man to go, 
the general result will not be affected. If a 
set of people, who had no such intention, are 
by any means induced to go, they make room. 
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lor others to stay, who would otherwise have 
been tinder the necessity of emigrating. 

The force of this principle is illustrated by 
the feelings of the country peojilc themselvej:* 
on the subject ; by the anxiety they fre(|uent- 
ly show that others should emigrate, though 
they have no such intention themselves ; mere- 
ly that they may have a chance of procuring 
the possession of lands which would not other- 
wise be attainable. It has been known in 
more than one instance, that an individual, 
who felt that his example would have some 
weight, has even pretemled to join in a jiro- 
ject of emigration, and made every demon- 
stration of >:eal for the undertaking, till his 
neighbours have been fully committed ; and 
has then deserted them, as soon as he could 
see any vacant farm, that he could have a 
chanc:c of procuring. 

But if peculiar advantages arc to be given, 
to encourage a party of emigrants to settle in 
a new situation ; is it to be supposed that these 
must all be people who would not otherwise 

7 
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•liavc left the country ? or rather is not such 
a supposition contrary to every probaljility ? 
Lee ci\courageinent be held out, even in the 
most in^scriminale manner, the persons Jiiost 
likely to accept the offer, Avill certainly be 
tn()se, Avhose views were previously direeted 
to emigration. Perhaps, indeed, tlu'. more 
o})ulent among the peo|)le who have taken 
such a resolution, will not Ix' easily diverted 
from their preconcert(‘d plans, and will be 
little iniiuenced by the offer of assistance, 
d'hose who feel some difficulty in accom- 
jdishing their views, will be more ready to 
listen to terms, by which the attainment of 
their object is rendered more easy. The en- 
couragement held out, must therefore be of 
such a nature as to suit those whose means 
are scanty, d’hen,' is a chance, no doubt, 
that, in this way, emigration may be brought 
Avithin the reach of a few, Avho could not 
otherwise have made the attempt. The effect 
of this, hoAvever, must be trilling ; and, at 
any rate, the object in vicAv deserves some 
sacrifice, ddiere are individuals, perhaps, in 
.the Highlands, Avho may think it better that 
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a hundred persons should emigrate to tlie 
United States, than that a hundred and 
should go to our own colonies. But this is' a 
sentiment in which, T trust, they wifl not be 
joined by manyAvhose opinions deserve re- 
spect. 
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XII. Mt;(isu) es adopted in pursuance of these views hy the au- 
thor — tSHtlement formed in Prince Edward's Island — its 
dificulties — progress — and final success. 

\ 

% 

HEN these general principles are under- 
stood, the part which I have myself taken, in 
regard to the settlers whom I conveyed, in 
1803, to Prince Edward's Island, will need 
little explanation. Of these settlers, the great- 
est proportion were from the Isle of Sky ; a 
district which had so decided a connexion 
with North Carolina, that no emigrants had 
ever gone from it to any other quarter. There 
w('re a few others from Ross-shire, from the 
North part of Argyle-shire, and from some in- 
terior districts of J nvcrness-shire, all of whose 
connexions lay in some part of the United 
States. There were some also from a part of 
the Island of Uist, where the emigration had 
not taken a decided direction. 

If my views had extended no further than 
•to the. mere improvement of a property in the 
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colony 1 have mentioned, 1 might, Avithont 
any loss, and with much less troubh', have 
found settlers enough in the distriets,yfiviierc 
the custom of emigrating to the sanuA quarter 
Avas already established, lint this Avas not. 
my purpose. I had undertaken to S(*ttle tliese 
lands with emigrants, Avhose vicAvs Avere di- 
rected toAvards the united States ; and, Avith- 
out any Avish to increase the general spirit ol’ 
emigration, I could not a\'oid giving more 
than ordinary advantages to those avIio should 
join me. 'T’he prejudices enbatained against 
the situation I projioscd, Avere industriously 
fomented by some persons, Avho had con- 
ceived a jealousy against my undertaking; 
and, in consequence of this obstruction, I 
found it necessary to extend my offers of en- 
couragement as far as 1 could, Avithout a to- 
tal disregard of my oavu interest. 

To induce people to embark in the under- 
taking, Avas, hoAvever, the least part ot my 
task. The difficulties Avhich a ncAV settler has 
to struggle Avith, are so great and various, that, 
in the oldest and best established colonies. 
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they are not to be avoided altogether ; and 
.it is rare that any one does not, at some time 
in the course of tiie first two or three years, 
feel dish^rtened and rr'pent of his conduct. 
Qf tliese discouragements the emigrants arc 
seldom fully aware. It was to be expected, 
that men who had been induced to deviate 
fi’om their own plans, would ascribe all these 
unforeseen difliculties to the peculiar disad- 
vantages of the place tlu'y w('re setth'd in ; 
and if, under this impix'ssion, they had be- 
come disgusted, as might naturally have hap- 
pened, the experiment, instead of tending to 
divert the current of emigration, Avould have 
had an opposite effect. 

There cannot be a more extreme contrast 
to any country that has been long under cul- 
tivation, or a scene more totally ucav to a na- 
tive of these kingdoms, than the boundless fo- 
rests of America. An emigrant set down in such 
a scene feels almost the lu'ljilessness of a child. 
He has a new set of ideas to acapiire : the 
knowledge Avhieh all his })revious experience 
has accumulated, can seldom be ap|)lied ; his 
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ignorance as to the circumstances of his new 
situation meets him on every occasion. The 
disadvantages to which he is thereby syJbject- 
ed are so great, that emigrants who are taken 
at once from Eui'ope to such a situation, ami 
abandoned to their own exertions witliout aid 
or guidance, rarely avoid involving them- 
selves in inextricable difficultii's. To settlers 
of this description, success can be insured only 
by well calculated anangements, and an un- 
remitted attention in directing their efibrts. 

A detached and unsupported settler is lia- 
ble, in the first place, to lose a great deal of 
time before he fixes on a situation. Unskill- 
ed in those indications, by which the nature 
of the soil in the forests is to be judged of, 
he wanders about with all the jealousy which 
conscious ignorance inspires. IJis vague re- 
searches terminate probably in a choice made 
at random ; in the mean while, he has not 
only lost his time, but his ideas have become 
unsettled. He will again, perhaps, take a 
dislike to the place he has chosen, and, by 
repeated' changes, sustain more loss, than if 
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tie had employed his time on the tnost barren 
> and unikvourable spot he had met witii. 

Thosc'whose interests have been intrusted 
t^the care of their superiors, have not always 
fared much better in this respect. A gentle- 
man, who had accompanied a party of emi- 
grants to Cape Breton in 1802, informed me, 
that, on their arrival, a situation was pointed 
out to them when; they might have grants of 
land. Comparing it with that they had left, 
they were delighted, and w'ere inclined to 
settle immediately. Another place, however, 
was shown to them, and they were allowed to 
choose. This situation was still more agree- 
able to them ; but, before they could make 
their determination, they heard of another 
that was yet finer, and proct'eded to view it. 
Here, again, they found that they were at no 
great distance from some relations, who had 
formerly settled in N ova Scotia. Having found 
every new situation better than the former; and, 
concluding that their friends must have cho- 
sen the best of all, they determined to join 
• them., 'I’hey proceeded therefore, with their 
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families and their baggage, to that settle- 
ment, where they found that all the best si- 
tuations were taken up. They would willing- 
ly have returned, but had incurred,-so much 
expense, as well as loss of time, that tln^^y 
were under the necessity of remaining upon 
inferior land, with diminished resources. 

Those who receive gratuitous grants of land 
are often subjected to delays, which more 
than counterbalance all the advantages. The 
loyalists, who were brought at the end of the 
American war to Nova Scotia, had to wait 
above a ycxir, some of them nearly two, be- 
fore the surve^yors had completed their Avork, 
and their allotments were; pointed out to 
them. Jn Upper Canada, I met Avith some 
emigrants, Avho had left Scotland about two 
years before. On their arrival in that pro- 
vince, they had rtxeived a promise of grants 
of CroAvn lands, for Avhieh (though every dis- 
position to accommodate them had been 
shoAvn by the officers of Government) they 
had till then been Availing, and not till then 
had they received possession. In the interval, 
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most of the money they had brought with 
them was expended, and, in this exhausted 
condition, they were beginning the cultiva- 
tion of their property. 

' When the new settler is fixed on his land, 
his difficulties are not at an end : he is still 
exposed to much Avastc of time, and can sel- 
dom proceed in his work without interrup- 
tion. lie must first procure provisions ; and, 
though no pecuniary difficulty should occur, 
he generally, from his ignorance of the coun- 
try, loses more time than necessary in this 
business. In bringing them home, he often 
finds himself much at a loss, from the wild 
and almost impassable state of the roads 
through the woods ; the same diffieulty oc- 
curs whenever any article, however inconsi- 
derable, is wanted from the mill, the forge, 
or the store. From the want of a general at- 
tention to keep the settlements compact, and 
within reach of mutual assistance, most of 
the people who begin on new and untouched 

land, are reduced to a situation of more than 

* 

savage solitude. The new settler from Eu- 
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rope is luiacfjuainteil with the methods, by- 
which a j)ractised woodsman can find his way 
througli the trackless forest. Every time he 
leaves his hut, he is exposed to the changer of 
being bcAvildered and lost ; if he has been 
sufficiently warned of this danger, to teacn 
him the requisite degree of attention, still he 
can led no confidence that his children will 
have the same caution ; and must still shud- 
der, when he thinks of the howling Avilder- 
ness that suiTounds him. The horror of these 
impressions has, in many instances, complete- 
ly un-nerved the mind of the settler, and ren- 
dered him incapable of any vigorous exer- 
tion. 

But, though his mental enei’gy should re- 
main unimpaired, the praetieal difficulties 
that aAvait him are sufficient to discourage 
the most hardy. In every work he has to 
perform, he is unpractised, and has all the 
awkwardness of a novice. I’he settler, who 
begins on ncAV lands, has little access to the 
assistance of professed artificers. He must 
build his, own house, construct his own cart, 



191 


-and make almost all his own implements. 
Amidst the variety of these operations, to 
which a European is unaccustomed, it is well 
if he be not often totally at a loss, and una- 
bj^to proeeed. Winter may overtake him 
with his house unfinished, or, when com- 
pleted, he may find it insufficient to resist 
the rigours of the season. If illness attack 
him in his solitary residence, remote from 
medical assistance, his deplorable situation 
may easily be imagined. If, however, he 
escape this disaster, and proceed with indus- 
try to clear his land, this work, on which all 
his hopes are founded, is so new to him, that 
it must be expected to advance with a dis- 
couraging degree of slowness. II is awkward- 
ness, too, exposes him to frequent accidents : 
the falling of the trees, which an experienced 
axe-man regulates with almost mathematical 
precision, often takes a novice by surprise ; 
and it is no rare occurrence, that he is severe- 
ly wounded in the course of his work. If he 
escape unhurt, he will probably, as the re- 
ward of a great deal of severe labour, have 
but a small spot of land cleared in the course 
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of many months, perhaps not the fourth part 
of what a man accustomed to the business 
might have accomplislied with less exertion. 
'I’o cut down the trees is but half tlu; work ; 
in destroying them, and preparing the land 
for the seed, a number of minutiae must be 
attended to ; if, from want of experience, 
these are omitted, the consequence may be 
fatal to the ciop. The seasons of sowing, and 
many details in the management of unknoAvn 
kinds of grain, are all to be learnt. Thus, 
indepAmdently of the accidents of seasons to 
which all are subject, and over and above the 
danger of losing his seed-time altogether, by 
not having his land ready, the new settler has 
to add many chances that, from his own igno- 
rance and mismanagement, his crop may to- 
tally fail. 

All these disasters arc within the bounds of 
probability, though the settler should be in 
no degree deficient in exertion. But, in the 
management of a number of pcoph;, it is a 
matter of much delicacy to keep alive their 
industry., and seldom in any great underta- 
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,.Aing has this been fulij accomplished, lu 
such instances as that of New South Wales, 
where the progress of the colony depended 
. on men who had no interest in tlieir own 
wo ifb, the clifliculty is olivious. But even 
where the settlers are to reap the entire 
benefit of tlicir own industry, circumstan- 
ces, apparently inconsiderable, may tend 
to diminish their energy. When, to obviate 
the disadvantages ot' a new situation, assist- 
ance has been granted with a liberal hand, 
particularly when gratuitous rations of pro- 
visions have been allowed, the elfect has al- 
most invariably been, by taking away tlu* 
pressure of neci'ssity, to render the settlers in- 
active, and to damp their exertions for over- 
coming the difficulties of their situation. A 
great proportion of the loyalists and disband- 
ed provincials, in Canada and Nova Scotia, 
performed scarcely any work, as long as they 
received rations from Government ; and, when 
these were discontinued, found themselves al- 
most as destitute, as if no aid had ever been 
given. The Maroon setilement iK‘ar Halifax 


isr 
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was totally ruined by iiiisiiianagement of tire 
same kind. 

The industry of new settlers has likewise 
been damped, in many cases, by injudicious 
regulations as to the disposal of land. Soinc 
grantees of large tracts in America, have at- 
temj)ted to settle them with people holding 
their farms on lease, like the tenantry of Ku- 
rope. Experience has proved, that this is 
impracticable within the reach of other pla- 
ces, where, for a low price, land may be had 
ii} absolute property. At any rate, the peo- 
ple who begin a new settlement, ought to 
have every stimulus to exertion, which the 
most permanent tenure can atford. But the 
opposite extreme has also its dangers ; the 
profusion Avith which gratuitous grants of 
Crown lands have been given in some situa- 
tions, has been scarcely less pernicious. It 
lias taught the settlers to despise what they 
jArocured with so little difficulty ; and, by di- 
minishing their estimation of the spot on Avhich 
they were fixed, and their attachment to it, 
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•has tended to enfeeble their exertions for its 
improvement , 

The combined effect of these accumulated 
tij^culties is seen in the long infancy of most 
new settled countries. Till the colonists, from 
their own lands, and the produce of their 
own labour, reap a harvest adequate to their 
maintenance, they cannot be considered as 
fairly established. Jn most instances of the 
kind, there has been a long and critical pe> 
riod of dependence on extraneous and preca- 
rious supplies. J do not refer to the first ('s- 
tablishments wliich were made on the conti- 
nent of America, at a period when little ex- 
perience had been obtained on tlic subject of 
colonization, and when the princi])les, on 
Avhich a new establishment ought to be con- 
ducted, were perhaps unknown. Hut so 
lately as the year 1783, when the loyalists 
were settled in Nova Scotia and Canada, it 
was not supposed that they could provide for 
themselves in less than three years. A great 
proportion did not accomplish it even in this 
. period ; and when the bountifvd support of 
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Government was discontinued, many of the* 
settlements were abandoned. The colony in 
Kew South AVales was for six or seven years 
dependent on imported provisions ; and, du- 
ring all that time, was in hazard of tamipy-, 
whenever a store-ship was unexpectedly re- 
tarded. The ver}' island where I have esta- 
blished my own settlers, affords an instance in 
point : when it was first colonized by the En- 
glish about the year 1770, many farmers were 
brought I'rom Europe, who, after being sup- 
ported for two years by extraneous supplies, 
went away in disgust, spreading the idea that 
the country was incapable of cultivation. 

I will not assert that the people I took there 
have totally escaped all difficulties and dis- 
couragement ; but the arrangements for their 
accommodation have had so much success, 
that few, perhaps, in their situation, have 
suffered less, or have seen their difficulties so 
soon at an end. 


'I’his island of St John, or Prince Edward, 
is situated in lat. 46“ and 47“j in the gulph of 
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St. Laurence, near tlie coast of Nova Scotia, 
•to which province it was formerly annexed. 
It now forms a separate government, having 
a civil establishment, on a small scale, but on 
tbf'.^ame plan as in other colonies. The island 
is about 120 miles long, and much inter- 
sected by arms of the sea, on the shores of 
which there is a thinly scattered population, 
estimated at about 7 or 8000. The whole of 
the lands were granted by the crown in the year 
1767 , in large lots. A great proportion of these 
fell into the hands of absentee's, who have paid 
no attention to their improve'inent, and in 
consccpience many very extensive tracts an'; 
totally uninhabited. I had acq\iired the pro- 
perty of some of these neglected lots, and the 
settlement I had in view, was to be fixed in 
a j)art of the coast, where, for u])wards of 30 
.miles, there was not a single habitation. 'I’he 
spot selected for the principal establishment 
was separated by an arm of the sea, from any 
older settlement. I’hose that were nearest at 
hand, were of inconsiderable amount, and lit- 
tle benefit was derived from any intercourse 
tvith them ; so that the emigrants, w4io arri- 
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ved oil this occasion, were placed in circum^ 
stances scarcely more favourable, than if the 
island had been completely desert. 

These people, amounting to about 800 j>^r- 
sous of all ages, reached the island in three 
ships, on the 7th, 9th, and 27th of August 
1803. It had been my inUuition to come to 
the island some time before any of the sel- 
lers, in order that every requisite preparation 
might be made. In this, however, a num- 
ber of untoAvard ciicuinstanc('s concurred to 
disappoint me ; and on my arrival at the ca- 
pital of the island, I h^arned that the ship ol* 
most importance had just arriA'cd, and the 
passengers were landing at a place previously 
appointed lor the j)urpose. 

I lost no time in proceeding to the spot, 
where 1 found that the people had already 
lodged thcanselves in temporary wigwams, con- 
structed after the fashion of the Indians, by 
setting up a number of poles in a conical 
form, tied together at top, and covered with 
b(Aughs of trees. Those of the spruce fir were 
preferred, and, when disposed in regular lay- 
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■ crs of sufficient thickness, formed a very sul)- 
stantial tlialch, giving a shelter not inferior 
to that of a tejit. 

'^^’he settlers had spread themselves along 
tlie shore for the distance of about half a mile, 
upon the site of an old French village, which 
had been destroyed and abandoned after the 
capture of the island by the British foices in 
1758. 'fhe land, which had formerly been 
cleared of wood, was overgrown again with 
thickets of young trees, interspersed with 
grassy glades. These open s])ots, though in- 
considerable as objects of cultivation, ali’ord- 
('d a convenient situation for the cncamp- 
ent,— indeed the only convenient place that 
could have been found, for all the rest of the 
coast was covered with thick wood, to the 
very edge of the water. 

I arrived at the place late in the evening, 
and it had then a very striking appearance. 
Each family had kindled a large fire near 
their wigwam, and round these were assem- 
bled groupes of figures, whose peculiar na- 
tional dress added to the singularity of the sur- 
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lounding scene. Confused heaps of baggage- 
were evciy where piled U)get!jer beside their 
n i!(] iiabitatiop.s : and by the miinber of fires 
tJie whole woods ^\’(’re jlluininated. At the 
end of tins line of eneauipinent J iritehed iny 
own tent, and was surrounded in the morning 
by a mnneious assi-inblage of ])c opie, whose 
behaviour indicated that they looked to no- 
thing less than a restoration of the ha])py days 
of clanslii[). 

AfU'r our first meeting, 1 had to occupy 
myself in examining tht' lands, and laying 
them out in small lots for the settleis. In this 
be.siness 1 soon beiran to feed the inconveni- 

e. 

cnee of not having arrived at the time 1 had 
intended. I'he plans whieh had formerly been 
made of the land, Avere loo inaeci.rati' to be 
ot mueh use, and there was not time for com- 
pleting a new snrvi'y. Some measurenu'nts, 
liowever, wtTc indispensable, and these oc- 
casioned a delay that could ill be afforded. 
From this cause, combined with some of those 
errors, from whieh a first experiment is rarely 
exempt, it happened that three or four weeks 
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elapsed before the settlers could have their 
, allotments pointed out to them ; and during 
all this time they were under the necessity of 
remaining in their first encampment. 

These hardy peo{)lc thought little of tlie 
inconvenience they felt from the slightness of 
the shelter tliey had put up for themselves : 
but in other respects the delay was of very 
jiei’iiicious tendency. J'here are few parts 
of America, where there arc not people reaily 
to practise on the ignorance of new comers, 
and by representations, true or false, to en- 
tice them to some place where the officious 
adviser has an interest to promote. Some at- 
tmnpts of this kind were made, and, though 
not ultimately successful, gave much trouble, 
'[’he confidence of the settlers seemed to be 
shaken ; and from their absolute ignorance 
of the country, argument had no eh’ect in re- 
moving any unreasonable fancy. The lands, 
uj)on which I projiosed to them to settle, were 
oh'ered at very low rates, scarcely amounting 
to one-half of the juice usually demanded by 
other ju'ojuietors of the island ; yet they ac- 
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ceded to these terms with much hesitation, 
and a lojig time cla}>sed before they became 
sensible of the uncommon degree of favour 
they had experienced. 

At one period, indeed, there seemed to f>e 
a probability of the settlement breaking up 
entirely. As long as the peoph; remained to- 
gether in their encam})ment, they partook, in 
some degree, of the versatility of a mob. It 
was not till they had dispersixl to their se])a- 
rate lots, till by working upoii them they hud 
begun to form a local attachment, ami to 
view their jiroperty with a sort of })aternal 
fondness, that 1 could reckon the settlement 
as fairly begun. 

In this interval, an alarming contagious 
fever broke out, and gave me no small de- 
gree of anxiety, by its progress among the 
settlers. My apprehensions, however, were 
relieved by the presence and assistance of a 
medical gentleman, whom 1 was fortunate 
enough to have as my companion, and whose 
professional skill was equalled only by his 
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amiable and Immane attention to every class 

^ of patients Througli his assiduous and un- 
remitted exertions, the disease was soon alle- 
viated ; and few fatal cases occurred. There 
werp not many of the settlers, however, that 
escaped the contagion altogetlu'r : it was dif- 
ficult to intercept it among people living in 
such close vicinity, and in a continual inter- 
course, which no means could be found for 
pi’evcnting. This fever was occasioned by 
some accidental importation, and certainly 
not by the climate, wiiich is remarkably 
healthy. The disease was nearly ciadicated, 
when the people began to disperse to their 
separate lots, upon which they had all begun 
to work before the middle of Sc'ptember. 

I could not but regret the time which had 
been lost ; but 1 had satisfaction in reflect- 
ing, that the settlers had begun the cultivation 
of their farms, with their little capitals unim- 
paired. 'J’he principal expense they had to 
incur was for provisions to support them du- 
ring the Avinter and ensuing season ; besides 

. * Dr John Shaw, jun. now at Annapoliii, inJMarylaml. 
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which, all the more opulent purchased milch 
cows, and some other cattle. 

Provisions, adequate to the whole demand, 
were purchased by an agent, lie procured 
some cattle I’or c'cef in distant parts of the 
island, and also a large fpjantity of potatoes, 
which vrerc brought by water carriage into 
the centre of tlie seUleiueiit ; so that each fa- 
mily received their simre within a short dis- 
tance of their own residence. Some ditlicul- 
ties occurred, indeed, in procuring a full sup- 
ply ; for, though the crops of tlie island af- 
forded a great superabundanee, most of the 
farmers rvho could spare any cousidcrable 
(Quantity, had taken up the idea, that, from 
so large an additional number of consumers, 
they coukl get what prices they pleased, and 
raised their demands to such an extravagant 
degree, that it would have b(x n better if the 
whole provisions for the settlement had been 
imported from a distant market. In I’aet, it 
was found necessary to send to Nova Scotia 
for a quantity of dour. 'I’hroughout this bu- 
siness sonie trouble was unavoidable ; but of 
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this the settlers in general had no share. Front 
•the moment they were fixed in their respec- 
tive allotments of land, they were enabled to 
proceed without intcrruntion in their work. 

A gentleman of medical knowledge, who 
had accompanied the emigi'aiits, and assisted 
in the management of the undertaking, set- 
tled among them in a centrical situation, from 
whence his professional aid could soon be af- 
forded to any part. Not very far froni the 
same place, a forge was erected. A black- 
smith was the only urtifiet'r who was judged 
to be indis|H'nsably recpiisite ; for, in conse- 
quence of the small progress of the division 
of labour among the Highlanders, every man 
is in the habit of doing for himself most of 
the other bramdies oi’ work, for which the aid 
of professed tradesmen would be re(|uired, by 
people more accustomed to the habiis of com- 
mercial society. 

To obviate the terrors which the woods 
were calculated to inspire, the settlement was 
rxot dispersed, as those of the Americains usu- 
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ally are, over a large tract of country, but 
concentrated within a moderate space, 'riie 
lots were laid out in such a manner, that there 
were generally four or five families, and some- 
times more, who built tlu'ir houses in aJittle 
knot together, and the distance between the 
adjacent hamlets seldom e^;eecded a mile. 
Each of them was inhabited by persons near- 
ly related, who were always at hand to come 
to each other’s assistance, and in some in- 
stances carried on all their work in common. 
This enabled tlu'm to proceed Avith more vi- 
gour, as tliere are many occasions, in the 
work of clearing away the woods, where the 
joint elForts of a number of men are requisite, 
and wdiere a single individual can scarcely 
make any progress. There is a great advan- 
ta<>e in cleaiina; a considerable held, rather 
than the same extent of land in sejjarate ]>la- 
ces, as it does not sutler so much from the 
shade of the surrounding Avoods. Besides 
this, the AA'ork ol' several men being collected 
in one place, made' so much the greater show. 
In detached and insulated sjiots, the progress 
of each might have appeared poor and insig- 
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jiificant; but when their labours were united, 
.when the forests were seen receding on every 
side, all were animated by the encouraging 
prospect of advancement. Experience, too, 
wasjsapidly communicated among people thus 
concentrated; emulation was kept alive; and, 
when any one Avas inclined to despondency, 
the example and society of his friends kept 
up liis s])irits. To their families, this social 
style of settlement was a comfort ol‘ the ut- 
most iin])ortance for cheering their minds, 
and prciventing them liorn sinking under the 
gloomy impressions of the Avilderness. 

I'his plan was the more readily acquiesced 
in, from its similarity to the ibrmer situation 
of the small tenants in their native country ; 
and, in many instances, a party of relations 
Avere willing even to take all their land in one 
larg(' lot in partnership. Idiis, as a sociable 
arrangement, 1 was disposed to encourage : 
it Avas found, howcA’^er, to lead to much trou- 
ble in the subse(;[uent stages of the business, 
as the partners soon began to aausIi for a sub- 
division, and this Avas seldom accomplished 
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without a good deal of wrangling. The 
advantage of concentrating the settlements 
might have been attained without incurring 
this inconvenience, and is of such essential 
consequence to people who arc unaccusHmi- 
ed to the w’oods, that it ought 3iot to be gi\ en 
up for any motive of secondary importance. 

While the settlers were still in the encamp- 
ment which they had formed on landing, 
some of the inliabitants of the island were 
employed to build a house in the neighbour- 
hood, so that ail had access to learn the me- 
thods used : and some land was afb'rwards 
cleared in a situation which they had frequent 
opportunities of visiting. From these exam- 
ples they appeared to receive no small in- 
struction ; for, though their first trials oi' the 
axe were awkward, they improved rapidly. 

Their houses Avere, indeed, extremely rude, 
and such as, perhaps, few other European 
settlers Avould have been satisfied with. The 
first buildings of the American woodsmen, from 
which olir people took their model, are con^ 

5 



209 


• structed without any other materials than 
what the forests afford, and without the aid 
of any tool but the axe. The walls are form- 
.ed of straight logs, about eight inches in 
diameter, rough and undressed, laid horizon- 
tally, and crossing each other at the corners 
of the building, where they arc coarsely 
grooved or notched about half through, so as 
to allow each log to touch that immediately 
below it : the chinks between them are stuft- 
ed with moss, clay, and small wedges of 
wood. The roof is formed of bark, either 
of the birch or the spruce fir, peeled off the 
trees in large unbroken pieces, which are se- 
cured by poles tied down on them with wy thes 
or pliable twigs. This covering, if well laid, 
is sufficient to keep out any rain, but must 
be protected from the sun by a thatch form- 
ed of aquatic grasses, or the small twigs of 
the spruce and other sorts of fir. Houses of 
this kind, of fifteen or eighteen feet, by ten 
or fourteen, were the dwellings of many of 
•the settlers for the first season. 

.The hardy habits of these Ilighlandess gavt' 


o 
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them, in tliis respect, a great advantage over 
people who arc accustomed to better accom- 
modation, and who would have employed a 
great proportion of their time in building 
comfortable houses. They, on the contrary, 
had soon secured themselves a shelter, poor 
indeed in appearance, and of narrow dimen- 
sions, but such as they could put up with for 
a temporary resource ; and immediately ap- 
plied themselves Avith vigour to the essential 
object of clearing their lands. They proceed- 
ed in this with assiduity ; and though the Avork 
Ava»s of a nature so totally ncAV to them, they 
had made a considerable progress in cutting 
doAvn the trees before the Avinter set in. 'J'hc 
same Avork Avas continued during Avintcr, Avhen- 
ever the Aveather Avas not too severe ; and, 
upon the opening of spring, the land was final- 
ly prepared for the seed. 

The zeal Avith Avhich they proceeded in 
their Avork, Avas exemplified by a man of 
aboA^c sixty years of age, who, with his three 
sons, inhabited one of the little hamlets that 
have been described. The young men had 
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agreed among themselves, tliat as this new 
species of labour would be too severe for 
their father, he should do nothing, till, from 
the progress of the clearing, he could employ 
hiniself in some sort of work he had formerly 
been accustomed to : the veteran would not, 
however, be dissuaded from taking up the 
axe, till his sons found they had no resource 
but to secrete it from him. In another in- 
stance, this z('al a})peared rather in a whim- 
sical manner. Jn w'alking among the settle- 
ments, 1 came unexj>ectedly to a house newly 
eixx'tcd by an elderly widow and her two 
sons. I'he young men had gone from home 
upon some business ; the mother, having no 
immediate oecupation w'ithin the bouse, had 
taken up one of the axes they had left l)e- 
hiiid, and, with Amazonian vigour, had begun 
to attack a tree. She had made some pro- 
gress, when my coming up interrupted the 
work — rather fortunately, 1 believe ; for the 
good old lady hatl proceeded with more ar- 
dour than skill, and there appeared to be 
some danger that, in the progress of her -work, 
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the tree would have fallen on the roof of her 
new habitation. 

The settlers had every incitement to vigor- 
ous exertion from the nature of their tenures. 
They were allowed to purchase in fee simple, 
and to a certain extent, on credit. From 50 
to 100 acres were allotted to each family at a 
very moderate price, but none was given gra- 
tuitously. To accommodate those who had 
no superfluity of capital, they were not re- 
quired to pay the price in full, till the third 
or fourth year of their possession ; and, in 
this time, an industrious man may have it in 
his power to discharge his debt out of the 
pi'oduce of the land itself. 

The same principle was adhered to in the 
distribution of provisions ; for, though seve- 
ral of the poorer settlers could not go on with- 
out support, every assistance they received 
was as a loan, after due enquiry into the ne- 
cessity of the case, and under strict obliga- 
tions of repayment with interest. Thus, while 
a remedy was provided for cases of such ex- 



treme necessity as might otherwise have put 
.a stop to the progress of the settlers, they were 
not encouraged to reliance on any resource 
but their own industry ; and their minds were 
not degraded by the humiliating idea of re- 
ceiving any thing like charity. The proud 
spirit that characterized the antient Highlan- 
der, was carefully cherished among them : 
the near prospect of independence was kept 
constantly within their view, to stimulate their 
exertions, and support them in every diffi- 
culty. 

Having determined on the arrangements 
necessary for the progress of the settlement, 
and leaving the charge of their execution in 
the hands of an agent, whose fidelity and zeal 
I had been well assured of by long previous 
acquaintance, I quitted the island in Septem- 
ber, 1803 ; and, after an extensive tour on 
the continent of North America, returned in 
the end of the same month the following year. 
It was with the utmost satisfaction 1 then 
found, that my plans had been followed up 
.with attention and judgment, 'riiough cir- 
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cumstances had intervened to disturb, in some 
degree, the harmony of the settlement, they 
had produced no essentially bad effect ; and 
the progress that had been made Avas so sa- 
tisfactory to all concerned, that little difficul- 
ty occurred in healing every sore. 

I found the settlers engaged in securing 
the harvest, which their industry had produ- 
ced. They had a small proportion ol’ grain 
of various kinds ; but the principal part of 
their crop consisted of potatoes, Avhich Averc 
of excellent quality, and wotild have been 
alone sufficient for the entire support of the 
settlement. The prospect of abundance had 
diffused universal satisfaction, and every doubt 
as to the eligibility of the situation seemed to 
be removed. In the whole settlement I met 
but tAvo men who showed the least appear- 
ance of despondency. I'here Avere three or 
four families, avIio had not gathered a crop 
adequate to their OAvn supply ; but many 
others had a considerable superabundance. 
I'he extent of land in cultivation at the dif- 
ferent hamlets, 1 found to be in general in the 
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proportion of two acres or thereabouts to each 
able working hand : in many cases conside- 
rably more. Several boats had also been 
built, by means of which, such a supjdy of 
fislj had been obtained, as fonned no trifling 
addition to the stock of provisions. Thus, in 
little more than one year from the date of 
their landing on the island, had these people 
made themselves independent of any supply 
that did not arise from their own labour. 

To their industrious dispositions and per- 
severing energy, the highest j^raise is justly 
due. AVdthout these, indeed, ev('ry other ad- 
vantage would have been of no avail ; for, if 
the arrangements that have been detailed 
have any merit, it may all be comprised in 
this, — that by their means the industry of the 
individual settlers Avas preserved unimpaired, 
Avas alloAved full scope to exert itself, and 
was so directed, as to produce all the effect, 
or nearly all, of Avhieh it was capable. 

I'hese first difficulties being over, the fur- 
ther progress of the colonists may b(' left f<» 
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their own guidance. They are now acquaint"*.. 
ed with the local circumstances of the coun- 
try, and understand how to turn them to ad- 
vantage : their future condition must entirely 
depend on the perseverance with which their 
first exertions are followed up. 

Having secured the first great object, sub- 
sistence, most of them are now proceeding to 
improve their habitations, and some are al- 
ready lodged in a manner superior to the ut- 
most wishes they would have formed in their 
native country. These second houses are con- 
structed on the same general plan as their 
first huts, but in a more careful manner. The 
logs are partly squared, and well fitted toge- 
ther ; they are supported on a foundation of 
stone ; for the roof, boards or shingles take 
the place of bark and thatch ; a wooden floor 
is introduced ; the doors and windows, the 
chimney and partitions, are all executed with 
more care ; and some attention is bestowed 
on neatness and ornament. I’his last circum- 
stiince, though it may be deemed of inferior 
consequence, is a very pleasing indication of 
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a progress in the ideas of the people as to 
• comfort, and of the attachment they have 
formed for the spot that is to be the inheri- 
tance of their children. 

The commencement of improvement to be 
seen in some of these habitations, is, 1 be- 
lieve, the result, not so much of an imme- 
diate desire for better accommodation, as of 
the pride of landed property ; a feeling natu- 
ral to the human breast, and particularly con- 
sonant to the antient habits of the Ilighlan- 
ders ; a feeling which, among the tenantry, 
has been repressed by recent circumstances, 
but not extinguished ; and which is ready to 
resume its spring whenever their situation will 
permit. These sentiments are not confined 
to the superior classes of the settlers. One 
of very moderate property, who had held a 
small share of a farm in the Isle of Sky, tra- 
ces his lineage to a family, which had once 
possessed an estate in Ross-shire, but had 
lost it in the turbulence of the feudal times. 
He has given to his new property the name 
©f the antient seat of his family ; has selected 
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ti situation with more taste than might have 
been cxjjected from a mere peasant ; and, to 
render the house of Auchtertyre worthy of 
its name, is doing more than Avould other- 
wise have been thought of by a man of* his 
station. 

The chief point, however, on which the 
opidence and comfort of a settler ultimately 
dej>end, is the assiduity with which he pro- 
ceeds ill clearing away the woods, and ex- 
tending his cultivated land. It has been ob- 
served of some Highlanders, who on former 
occasions have been established on this island, 
that after the first two or three years their ex- 
ertions have relaxed. They had, by that time, 
found themselves able to maintain their fa- 
milies with ease, and to procure all the com- 
forts they had been accustomed to ; and, ha- 
ving no further ambition, preferred the indul- 
sence of their old habits of indolence, to the 
accumulation of property by a continuance 
of active industry. There is reason, however, 
to doubt, Avhether this has not been more the 
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eftcct of an insecure or discouraging tenure, 
• than of any inherent disposition. 

This effect has certainly been aggravated 
in no small degree, by the unsystematic man- 
ner in which the inhabitants of the island 
have been allowed to scatter around it. 'J'hcy 
have settled, with few exceptions, on the sea- 
shores only, in spots abounding with coarse 
hay, ])roduced on marshes occasionally over- 
flowed by the tide. I’licsc; arc very conve- 
nient to a new settler, as they sup})ly an im- 
mediate maintenance for his cattle ; but are 
observed, in many other situations, as well 
as in this island, to be a great impediment to 
industr3^ They tempt the settler to keep a 
greater number of cattle than he can provide 
for in a proper mannei', or turn to real advan- 
tage. These cattle must be allowed to rano;c 
in the woods ; and the attention re([uircd in 
looking after them, is a serious interruption 
to the progress of laborious work, as well as 
to the habits of steady industry, which the 
circumstances of a new settler require. The 
most important part of' the season too, is ta- 
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keu up in cutting, preparing, and bringing 
home the hay ; while those improvements 
must be neglected, which would not only 
give the immediate return of a crop, but 
create a permanent acquisition of productive 
land. 

But, though too great an abundance of 
marsh hay has these pernicious effects, a small 
<juantity is of great importance to a new set- 
tler during the first two or three years, till by 
the progress of his cultivation he can provide 
winter forage, independently of this resource. 
With a view to preserve this advantage for 
future settlers, as well as to obviate the bad 
effects that have arisen in other cases, I laid 
out the allotments for my settlers on a diffe- 
rent plan, from that which is usually followed 
by other proprietors in the island. Instead 
of annexing the marshes entirely to the ad- 
joining lands, I assigned to each lot only a 
small portion of marsh, not of suflicient ex- 
tent to be a permanent dependence, or to su- 
persede the necessity of going on with im- 
provements. 
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The prevailing soil of Prince Edward’s Is- 
• land may be described as a sandy loam, such 
as in England would be reckoned of a me- 
dium quality. In some spots on the coast, 
it seems a mere barren sand ; yet the crops 
in these places are generally much better than 
a stranger would expect from the appearance 
of the soil. It is a remarkable fact, that the 
land immediately adjoining the coast and ri- 
vers, is almost without exception, worse than 
that which lies further back, even at a short 
distance. The country, in its natural state, is 
entirely covered with timber ; with the excep- 
tion oniy of the salt-marshes, which form but 
a small portion. The most common species 
of timber are the beech and the maple, among 
which are frequently intermixed birch of dif- 
ferent kinds, spruce firs, and other species of 
the pine tribe. In some places the pines en- 
tirely predominate : this is considered as in- 
dicating a soil of an inferior quality : but, to 
compensate this disadvantage, the timber of 
the white pine is valuable for exportation. That 
of the black birch is also in great estimation. 
'Some .of the many varieties of maple are va- 



luable and beautiful timber, but these are 
uot in so great abundance. 

The mode in which the woods are cleared 
away, is a matter of surprise to the European, 
who has been accustomed to consider timber 
as an article of value. The extent of land, 
which an industrious man may bring into cul- 
tivation in the course of a year, furnishes a 
quantity far beyond the consumption of any 
settler for fuel and other purposes. A small 
proportion only is fit for exportation ; the rest 
must be destroyed by fire, and the ashes serve 
as manure. 

The brush-wood, with which the forests ge- 
nerally abound, is first cut close to the sur- 
face, to allow the workman free access ; he 
then begins on one side of a piece of land, 
and fells the trees in a regular progress. J?y 
making his cut on the two opposite sides of 
the tree only, he can regulate the direction in 
which it is to fall, and generally lays it to- 
wards the quarter where he began. 'J'he 
stumps are left about three feet high. The 



!223 


timber lies till the proper season arrives, when 
fire is applied, and runs over the whole field, 
burning not only the branches, but the vege- 
tation on the ground, and leaving the whole 
surface, to appearance, charred. This first 
fire is not of sufficient intensity to consume 
the larger branches ; these must be cut off, 
and the trees cut across into logs of 12 or 15 
feet long, which are rolled together, piled up, 
and again set on fire. When the timber is of 
great size, oxen are used for dragging the 
logs together ; but tlieir assistance is not in 
general necessary on this island. 

By an expert workman the tn'es of an acre 
of land may be cut down and cross-cut in six 
or eight days : to pile and burn them requires 
about as much more labour. 'J^he whole work 
may be executed for three guineas, or three 
and a half per acre, at the usual rate of wa- 
ges in the island. 

After the timber is burnt, little more re- 
mains to be done : the fire has destroyed the 
vegetation, which might have been inconve- 
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nicnt, and the surface, having been preserved 
in a mellow state by the shade of the trees, 
needs no tillage, further than to cover the 
seed with a hoc. In some parts of America, 
the harrow is used ; but, in all the nortliern 
parts, the surface is too rough, owing to trees 
that have been blown down by storms, and 
have tom up the earth along with their I'oots, 
so as to form little hillocks, which remain 
long after the timber is entirely gone to de- 
cay. 

With this slight preparation, the soil will 
produce any kind of grain ; or, if potatoes 
are planted, the digging up of these roots is 
sufficient tillage for a crop of grain the se- 
cond year. After this, all judicious farmers 
leave the land in grass, till the roots of the 
trees decay. In the beech and maple lands, 
the stumps may be pulled out with little dif- 
ficulty after five or six years ; if left a year or 
two longer, they come out with perfect ease. 
Where the timber consists of pine, the decay 
is much more tedious. 
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When the stumps are removed, the plough 
may be used, tliough for the first or second 
time Avith some difficulty, from the roughness 
of the surface, and the remnants of decayed 
roofs. After that, however, a I’armcr may 
follow the same agricultural process as in 
England, and, according to his management, 
may expect nearly the same produce as on a 
similar soil in this country. 

Upon ncAvly cleared land, encumbered 
Avith stumps and other obstacles, Avhich not 
only occupy a great deal of the surface, but 
prevent any effectual tillage, it is impossible 
to expect the same produce as from the same 
land Avhen Avell cultivated. The ashes of the 
burnt timber, hoAvever, serve as a poAverful 
manure to the virgin soil of the forest lands, 
and enable them for one or tAvo years to pro- 
duce crops which are surprising, Avhen Ave 
consider the state of the land in other re- 
spects. Notwithstanding the extreme imper- 
fection of the tillage, the usual produce of 
Avheat is 15 or 16 bushels per acre ; of barley 
Or oats, from 20 to 25 ; of potatoes, 150 
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bushels are considered as a very moderate 
crop, and 200 by no means extraordinary. 
From 10 cwt. to a ton, of tinjotliy or clover 
hay, may be expected, if grass seeds are 
sown ; but this is not usually practised in the 
early stage of clearing. When the clearing 
is completed, the land may easily be brought, 
by tolerable cultivation, to produce crops of 
double the amount that can be raised in the 
first instance. But it must be allowed, that 
there arc but few settlers who manage their 
land with sufficient judgment. 

The quantity of land which may be annu- 
ally brought into cultivation from the forest, 
varies with the dexterity of the workman, as 
well as the size of the timber. In this island, 
the timber is seldom so heavy as in the more 
southern parts of America, where it has often 
been known that one man has cleared ten 
acres in the course of a ^^ar, besides the other 
work of his farm. This, however, is a great 
exertion. In this island six or seven acres 
are not in general too great a task for an in- 
dustrious settler, though not more expert at 
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the axe, than any active man may become 
in the course of two or three years practice. 
A mere novice could not do so much ; but 
any one who does not accomplish two or 
tlui*e acres, must either be a very indilferent 
hand, or deficient in industry. 

The climate is not capable of ripening In- 
dian corn with certainty ; but every article 
that comes to maturity in England, seems in 
Prince Edward’s Island to reach as great per- 
fection, as can be expected from the slight 
and careless culture generally bestowed. The 
summer is rather warmer than that of Eno- 
land ; the winter longer ; but in severity not 
perhaps very difterent from that of the Ne- 
therlands. The cattle are often left to su}^- 
port themselves in the Avoods during the carl}^ 
part of winter ; but, to carry them through 
the whole season, a supply of hay, to the 
amount of 1 ton, or li to each head, is consi- 
dered as requisite. In summer, the cattle 
find abundance of food in the woods, suffi- 
cient at least for the young stock ; but the 
Settlers arc too much in the habit of allowing 
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those of all descriptions to take their chance 
alike. I’he consequence is, that the produce 
of the dairy is inconsiderable, and that the 
full aged cattle arc not well fatlened. I'he 
few who j)ay more attention, find their ad- 
vantage in providing b('tter pasture for their 
cows and their feeding cattle, d’he sheep are 
more generally kept in inclosed })astui’es ; as 
they cannot, without danger, be allowed to 
go into the Avoods. 


These particulars niay be sufficient to en- 
able the intelligent agriculturist, to form an 
estimate of the ultimate situation, to which 
any emigrant may attain, according to the 
degree of his industry. 

Tin; advancement already made by the set- 
tlers, Avhosc progn‘ss I have more particular- 
ly described, has been sjAoken of above as 
uncommon. I’his, hoAvever, is not to be un- 
derstood as in comparison with that, which 
might have been made, in the same circum- 
stanc<;s, by natives of America. It is by no 
means unusual among settlers of that descrip- 
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tion, that the first crop they reap, after be- 
ginning to clear a new farm, is more than 
sufficient for tlie support of a family, and for 
maintaining them in a degree of luxury, which 
to tlie Scottish peasantry would a))pear abso- 
lute extravagance. But the Americans have 
a great advantage, in their perfect acquaint- 
ance with the woods, and in the dexterity 
which continual practice has given them in 
the use of the axe. No coni})arison can be 
stated between their case, and that of men, 
who, from a country where they had scarcely 
ever seen a tree, were tak('n at once to a si- 
tuation, where they could with ditliculty find 
room even to place their huts, till they had 
cleared away the wood *. 


* The subsequcMit progress of tliese people has liilherlo 
been equally satisfacLory. According to a report trans- 
mitted 111 August lasb they were tlieii on the poiiil of neap- 
ing their second liarvest, which liad every appearance oi be- 
ing very productive, and affording a coiisidcaablc superfluity. 
A detailed survey was taken of the state of thc' settlement at 
that date, and the extciil of land under crop was estimated 
from the quantity of gram of different kinds sown hy eacdi 
of the settlers. From ihis it appeared, that, on an ave- 
rage of the whole, each family had about dj, or 4 acres 
of grain, besides potatoes, of which they had. nearly the 
same quantity as llie first year. — It must he observed, 
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These people could not, perhaps, hare at- 
tained a state of independence so soon, but 
for a combination of advantages rarely en- 
joyed by European emigrants. Their indus- 
try, with all the arrangements for giving it 
effect, would not have been sufficient, if their 
habits hatl been less hardy, or their ideas of 
the necessaries of life less moderate. So many 
instances, indeed, are quoted of the ill suc- 
cess of Europeans, when placed at once in 
the heart of the wild Avoods, that I have heard 
several gentlemen, of the highest abilities and 
experience in the United States, pronounce 
an unqualified opinion, that a new settle- 
ment could not be formed without a basis of 
native Amerieans. 


however, that, in spite of every remonstrance, several of 
the settlers iiad removed from tlie allotments they had 
first ehosen ; and, in consequence of this fickleness, were 
scarcely farther advanced than others had been at the end 
of the first year. If these individuals were set aside, and 
the estimate confined to those who had remained steadily 
on the same land, the average would be about 5 acres of 
grain to each family. There were also a number of small 
]>atches of turnips, cabbages, flax, 8lc. besides a consider- 
able extent of land newly cleared, and nearly prepared 
for sowing with wheat for the ensuing year, (Jannarif, 
1806 .; 



The decisive experimental proof to the con- 
’ trary, that has been stated in tliese pages, 
seems to me of some public importance. It 
shows the advantage that may be derived 
from” a class of people, who have hitherto 
been lost to their native country, and aban- 
doned to their fate in a foreign land. It 
proves that, though of little service as manu- 
facturers, they may be made excellent colo- 
nists ; and that our North American posses- 
sions may be peopled and brought into cul- 
tivation, without introducing into them men, 
whose manners and principles are so repug- 
nant to our own constitution and government, 
as those which are prevalent among the na- 
tives of the United States. 

Of the possibility of inducing the Highlan- 
ders to go to our own colonics, I presume 
that no further doubt can be entertained ; 
and I cannot help flattering myself, that no 
immaterial progress has already been made 
towards this object. In some considerable 
districts, the current a})pears already to be 
decidedly turned. How far the example of 
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these may operate on other parts of the coun- 
try, time only can show ; but it c‘an scarce- 
ly admit of a doubt, that some further exer- 
tion in the same line miglit secure to our 
own colonics, all those of our countryirien, 
who cannot be letaincd in the kingdom. 

1'his, however, is an object, which cannot 
be accomplished by the unsupported exer- 
tions ol' any individual. 'The experiment 
that has been detaih'd, may ])erha{)s be use- 
ful as a jnvparatory st('j), and sci've to j)oint 
out th(' priiiciph s, on which etl’cctual nation- 
al moasuros might b(’ grounded — nu’asures 
which, it lollowcd upon ati extensive scale, 
while th(' object is within our reach, might 
sccun* to th(‘ cm))ire most im])ortant advan- 
tages. Wiu'ther these are to be, sacriiiced 
from a detenaice to the prejudict^s oi indivi- 
duals, or to be attained by an adecpiate and 
tinu'ly c'lfoit, must rest with those, to whom 
the interests of the nation are more particu- 
larly intrusted. 
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[A.], page 15. 

Among the estates forfeited after the rebellion in 1715^ 
tliat of the enrl of VViiiton, in East Lothian^ stood the 
iirst in the list. It appears, however, from the evidence 
on his trial, that when this nobleman joined the rebel 
army, he was accompanied by no more than fourteen men ; 
ihoiigh, on the same occasion, many Highland chieftains, 
<^vcn of middling rank, whose estates bore no propor- 
tion in pecuniary value to Lord Wintoifs, had brought 
along with them three, four, or five hundred. In like 
maimer, in the year 1745, tlie military force of the rebels 
was entirely raised by the Highland proprietors, though, 
of the estates forfeited on that occasion, those in the Low- 
lands were at least one half of the value. iPennant men- 
tions this, and at the same time observes the small amount 
of the whole. — ^ The power and interest,’ he says, ^ of poor 
‘ twch e thousand per annum terrified, and nearly sub vert- 
^ ed the constitution of these powerful kingdoms.’ 

Of the estates to which he alludes, those in the High- 
lands, then not exceeding 5 or 60001. a-year, may now be 
valued at about 80,0001., including two or three wdiich es- 
caped forfeiture from accidental circumstances, though 
the proprietors were engaged in the rebellion. .The mili- 
tary force of the rebels appears never to have exceeded 
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five thousand men. There arc various documents^ , partly 
traditional^ which ascertain the number of men which par- 
ticular chiefs could bring out previous to that lera ; and^ 
on comparing them with the present value of their estates^ 
the proportion appears to l)c‘ in general between ten and 
fifteen pounds for every man. 

This sum is not very dinTerenl from the yearly expense 
of a farm-servant in the North of Scotland. In the Agri- 
cnltnral Survey of the Northern Counties drawn up in 
1793, for the Board of Agriculture, the total expense of 
wages and maintenance for an able-bodied workman is 
coin]>uted at 9h tOs. for the whole year. Since the date 
of that publication some advance has taken plac'C ; to what 
exact amount 1 am not informed, but probably about 30 
or 40 per cent. 


[]>.], p/'/ge 

To those' \;lio ar(‘ not familiar with the aneieuil, Instory 
of Scotland, tlu se ob.scrvalioiiN on llu* former stale (d‘ ibc' 
Highlands ill he iilii.4ratcd by a reference to Huelianaifs 
History of the Feud'^ and Conllicls of the Clans, to Mar- 
tin’s History ot tiu* Western hies, and to Mr Houjo’s His- 
tory ui* the Behellion in 1743, parlicudarly tIu' introdne- 
lorv cliapters ; nituiv cliaracterislie anecdol(‘'> live also in- 
terspersed througii Pennant's Tours, 'riiese books being 
in gc’ueral cireulalion, particular quotations are nnru‘C('s- 
sary ; but the inquisitive reader may. be glad to sec; a few 
passages from some publications of the period ref(?rrcd to, 
which are not so generally known. 

In a pampldet published immediately after tijc suppres- 
sion of the rebellion in 1743, (‘iilitlc'd, Superiorities dis- 
played, or Scotland’s CrievaiKtc by reason of the Sla- 
vish Dependence of the People upon their Great Men,’’ 
is the following passage : 
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^ Witli respect to this ami other dcj^rcdations commit- 
ted by the Highlanders, the first parliament after llic 
Revolution sent ii[) their grievances to King William, de- 
siring a redress of them ; ivhereof this was one : — ‘^‘^That 
an eiFectiial course may he taken to repress the depre- 
dations and robbcri(.‘s eoiamitted by tlie Highlanders/’ 
— See /Vet 18, anno Tiie king’s inslruelion lo the 

^ duke of llainilton, commissioner to the parliament, was 
^ in these words, ^ on are to endeavour to procure an 
act for an edectual course, to rcjiress the depredations 
and robberies by llu^ Highland clans; and \Nhen this 
matter is digested, you are to transmit the proposals to 
us, that you may get })arlicular instructions thereanent/’ 
^ A gentleman, in an Account of the A (Fairs of Scotland^ 
^ ])rintcd about that time, gives us liis observation u])on 
^ ibis: it is^ That ihe depredations by the Higldanders 
are certainly a great iiieonvenicau'c to the kingdom, 
whereby the inhabitants of the Lowlands are not only 
obliged to keep inimlxas of armed men, lo w a tell and 
guard Uie passages and descents from tlie Highlands, but 
lilv(‘\vise lo jiay considerable compositions lo lliese rob- 
bers, to procure their protection and assurance, ivliicli 
liie law discharges; and this acknowledgement is (*alled 
/j/r/(7c mail, wlicrcby tliese thieves are sustained without 
industry or virtue, who are hard lo be reducc'd or brought 
to justice heeaiise of the iiiaccessibleiiess of the moun- 
tains, and that forces are not able to find subsislence 
there, nor march as far in two or three days in a boiR, 
as the Highlanders can do in one, and tlierefore the 
grievance is just ; but there is no method proposed for 
“ accomplishing the redress ; therefore the king did remit 
to the parliament to consider and digest effectual courses 
for repressing the I ligl danders^ which are to he trans- 
mitted to his majesty, that he may give particular iu- 
^tructions to his commissioner. Like as, though in the 
mean time the parliament did refuse to grant a supply. 
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yet the king hath maintained a considerable army upon 
his own charge this summer^ and hath planted some 
considerable garrisons round the verge of the mountains, 
to secure the Lowlands; and if his majesty should with- 
draw or disband these forces, which he hath not been 
enabled to pay, the Highland clans being now com- 
bined in arms and open rebellion against the govcrii- 
ment, they w ould quickly destroy that kingdom, and 
raise such a flame in England as might have fatal cfiects, 
before it could be effected.” A method for repressing 
^ the depredations in the Higiilands, was agreed to in the 
^ third session of the first parliament of King William and 
( Queen Mary, Act 4, September 10, 1600. But, so far 
as I can understand, it was no effectual remedy/ 

A very curious description of the state of the Highlands 
in the early part of last century is giveJi in a book entitled. 
Letters from a Gentleman in the ISortli of Scotland to 
his Friend in London,” printed in 1754. Tlie date of the 
letters, however, appears to have been about 1725 or 
1730. Though anonymous, the internal evidence of their 
authenticity is so strong, as to leave no impression of 
doubt : and the writer (who appears to have been an offi- 
cer of engineers quartered at Inverness) shows himself a 
man of observation and of candour. As the book is now 
rare, and the account of peculiar value from being a de- 
tail of facts immediately under the eye of tlic wTiter, a 
large extract may not perhaps be unacceptable. 

^ The Highlanders arc divided into tribes, or claus^ uii- 
^ der chiefs or chieftains, as they arc called in the laws ol* 
^ Scotland, and each clan again divided into branches, 
^ from the main stock, who have chieftains over them. 
^ These are subdivided into smaller branches of fifty or 
^ sixty mpn, who deduce their original from their pai;ti- 
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* ciilar chieftains ; and rely upon them as their more im- 
^ mediate protectors and defenders. 

^ But, for better distinction, 1 shall use the word chief 
^ for the head of a whole clan ; and the principal of a 
^ tribe, derived from him, I shall call a chieftain. 

^ The ordinary Highlanders esteem it the most sublime 

* degi’cc of virtue to love their chief, and pay him a blind 
^ obedience, although it be in opposition to the govern- 

ment, the laws of the kingdom, or even to the law of 
^ God. He is their idol ; and as they pi'ofess to know no 
^ king but him (I was going further) so Avill they say they 
ought to do whatever he commands, without inquiry. 

^ JSext to this love of their chief is that of the particu- 
lar branch from wdiencc they sprung, and in a third dc- 

* grc‘e to those of the whole clan or name, whom they w ill 
^ assist, right or wn*ong, against those of any other tribe 
^ witli which they ar^ at variance ; to whom their enmity, 
‘ like that of exasperated brothers, is inost outrageous/ 

^The chief exercises an arbitrary authority over his vas- 
^ sals, determines all ditfcrenccs and disputes that happen 

* among them, and levies taxes upon extraordinary occa- 
‘ sioris; such as the marriage of a daugliter, building a 
^ house, or some pretenc'c for his support, and the honour 

of the name. And if any one should refuse to contribute 
to the best of his ability, he is sure of severe treatment ; 
^ and if he persisted in his obstinacy, he would he east 
^ out of the tribe by general consent. But instances of 
^ this kind have very rarely happened. 

^ This power of the chiefs is not supported In^ interest 
^ as they are landlords, hut as lineally descended from the 
‘ old patriarchs, or fathers of tlie families ; for they hold 
the same authority when they have lost their estates, as 
may appear from several, and particularly one/ wlio com- 
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^ mauds in bis clan, thoiigb at ibc same lime they main- 
^ tain hiiii;, having nothing left of his own. 

^ On the other hand, the chief, even against the laws, 
^ is to [wotect his followers, as they are sometimes called, 
^ he they never so criminal. 

^ He is their leader in clan-quarrels, must free the ne- 
^ cessitous from the arrears of rent ; and maintain such who 
^ by accidents arc^ fallen to total decay. 

^ If by increase of the tribe any small farms arc wanting 
^ for support of such addition, he splits others into lesser 
^ portions ; because all must he somehow j>rovitlcd for. 
^ And as the meanest among them prc'tcnd to be his rela- 
^ lions by consanguinity, they insist upon the privilege of 
taking liim by the hand, wherever tliey m(‘et him. 

^ Ckmcc'rning this last, 1 once saw a mini her of very dis- 
contented countenances, nhen a certain lord, one of the 
^ chiels, endeavoured to evade this ceremony. 

‘ It was in presence of an English gentleman in l)igli 
^ station, iVom whom he would willingly have eonc(ailed 
^ the knowledge of such seeming familiarity with slaves 
‘ of so wretched appearance : and thinking it, J suppose, 
^ as a kind ol’ contradiction to wliat he had often huusLed 
^ at other tinu^s, viz. his despotic power in liis elan. 

^ The unliinit^jd love and ohedicaice of the llighlaiuhas 
to tiu ir chiefs, are not coiitiiied to the lower order of 
^ their followers ; hut are the same with those who are 
^ near them in rank,’ ######## # * p, ^4^ ^ 

^ Some of the chiefs have tiot only personal tlislikes and 
^ enmity to each other, but there are also hereditary feuds 
‘ between clan and clan ; which liave been handed down 
^ from one generation to another for several ages. 

These tpiarrcls descend to the meanest vassal ; and 
^ thus, sometimes, an innocent person sutlers for criim.'g 
committed by his tribe at a vast distance of time before 
‘ his being began. 
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' When a quarrel begins in words bt Lu een Uyo Illgh- 
*' landers ordKTcrenL eians_, il is eUeenied ihe very height 
^ of inaiu'C and raneonig and llu* gvealesl of all ])rovo('a- 
* tions, to rcq)roa(‘h one another willi the vices or personal 
^ deh^cls of their clilcf, wliieli, for ihe nn)st p.art, each in 
‘ wounds or death/ p. i()0. 

t 

^ l^y an old Seottibh law, lh(‘ ehiei’ w as made aeeoiint- 
^ able for any dcjnedations, (U* other violeiua^s t oir.j/.iited 
by his clan upon the borders of the Luwlenid ^ aijd in 
^ extraordinary castes ijc was obliged to else up hi* r-en, or 
^ some other near relation, as a hostage* ftn’ the p(*acL‘ahle 
‘ behaviour of ids Ibllowi rs in ihat la .s]>ec:t. 

^ l>y tiii^ law (for 1 nevm' saw liie act) lie nnist sure]>' 
have liad an entire eommaml over them ; at ieits!, taeith;, 
^ or by inlercnee uihlerslood. Imr how imree ‘onahle, not 
^ to say Liujusl, must sucli a reolrietion liave lu e;i to Idm, 
^ if by sanction of tlu* same law lie liad not iuid a e()ereive 
and jiulii'ial autliorily over liiosc' invdio.^e elioiee anri 
^ po\ver il always lay to bring pimishmeul ujion him ? Jf 
^ he liad such an absolute coiuinand over tiiem, was it not 
‘ to make of even/ chief u petty pniice in his own territory, 
‘ and Ills foUozeers a pe()j)le disliiiet and separate from all 
^ others #*####### # # 

1 havc^ heard many instances of the laithfuliiess of par- 
^ ticular iliglilandcrs to their masters, but shall relate only 
one; which is to me very well known. 

At the liaLlie oi’ Glcnshicls, in the rebellion ol* the y(‘ar 
^ 17Ub gentleman, ((ileorgc Munro of Culeairne) for 
w hom I have a great cstccmi, commaiided a company of 
Iligblandmen, raised out oi* his father's clan, and enter- 
‘ taiiied at his own expense. There he was daug(‘rously 
^ wounded in tlie thigh from a l>arly of tlie rebel lligli- 
landers, posted iqion the declivity of a mountain, who 
^ kept on tiring at liiin after lie was cl6wn, according to 
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^ their want of discipline, in spending much fire upon one 
^ single oflicer, which, distributed among the body, might 
‘' thin the ranks of their enemy. 

^ When after he fell, and found by their behaviour they 
^ were resolved to dispatch him outright, he bid his ser~ 
^ vant, who was by, get out of the danger, for he might 

* lose his life, but could be of no manner of succgur or 

* service to him ; and only desired him, that when he re- 
*' turned home, he would let his father and his family know 

that he had not misbehaved. 

^ Hereupon the Higlilander burst out into tears, and 
^ asking him how he thought ho could leave him in that 
condition, and what they would think of him at home, 
' set himself down on his hands and knees over his master, 
and received several wounds, to shkdd him from further 
^ hurt; till one of the clan, who acted as a serjeant, with 
^ a small party dislodged the enemy, after having taken 
^ an oath upon his dirk that he would do it. 

^ This man has often waited at table, when his master 
^ and I dined together, but otherwise is treated more like 
^ a friend than a servant.’ ####*#*, p. 1Q4. seq^ 

^ The gentlemen who arc near relations of the chief 
^ hold pretty large farms, if the estate will allow it, perhaps 
twenty or thirty pounds a-^year, and they again, generally, 
^ parcel them out to under tenants in small portions. Hence 
^ it comes, that by such a division of an bid farm (part of 
^ an upper tenant’s holding) suppose, among eight persons, 
^ each of them pays an eighth part of every thing.’ * * * 

p. 104. et seq. 

^ You wiU, it i» likely, think it strange, that many of 
^ the Highland tenants are to maintain a family upon a 
^ farm of twelve merks, Scots, per annum, which is thir- 
teen shillings and fourpence sterling, with, perhaps, a 
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COW or two, or a very few sheep or goats ; but often the 
rent is less, and the cattle are wanting. 

^ What follows is a specimen taken out of a Highland 
rent-roll, and I do assure you it is genuine, and not the 
least by many.’ 
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^ The poverty of the tenants has rendered it customary 

* for the chief, or laird, to free some of tliem every year 
^ from all arrears of rent; this is sup[)osed, upon an ave- 

* rage, to be about one year in five (.>f the whole estate/ 

* #^# # # # # # * # * # # # # # # 254. ct scq. 

^ When a son is born to the chief of a i'aniily, there gc- 
^ nerally arises a contention among the vassals, which of 
^ tlieiii shall have the fostering of tiie child, when it is La- 
^ ken from the nurse ; and by this means, such difl’erences 

* are sometimes fomented as are hardly ever after ihorough- 
^ ly reconciled. 

^ Tlie happy man, who succeeds in his suit, is ever after 

* called the lbs ter- father ; and liis children, the Ibster- 

* brothers and sisters of the young laird. 

' This they reckon not only endears them to their chief, 
^ and greatly strengthens their interest with him, but giv^es 
^ them a great deal of consideration among their I’ellow- 
^ vassals ; and the fostcn-brotlier having* the same educa- 
^ tion as tlie young chic!’, may, besides tiiat, in lime be- 
^ come his hanchman, or perbajis be inomotcd to that 
^ office under the old iiatriarch himself, if a vacancy should 
^ happen : or otherwise, hy their interest, obtain orders 
' and a benefice. 

* This officer is a sort of secretary, and is to be ready 
^ upon all occasions, to venture bis life, in defence of his 
master ; and at drinking-bouts he stands behind liis scat, 
^ at his haunch, from whence his title is derived, and 
^ watches the conversation, to see if any one ofieiids his 
patron. 

^ i^n English officer being in company with a certain 
^ chieftain, and several other Highland gentlemen, near 
^ Xillichumeii, had an argument with the great man; and 
both being well wanned with usky, at last the ^dispute 
grew ycry hot. A youth who was hanclmmn, not un- 
^ derstandiug one word of English, imagined his chief 
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* was insElted^ and iherenpoii drew his pistol from his srde^ 
^ and snapped it at the officer’s head ; but the pistol missed 

* fire, otlienvise it is more than probable he might have 
^ suffered death from the liand of that little vermin/ * 
########### 

^ When a chief goes a journey in the hills, or makes 
^ a formal visit to an ccpial, he is said to be attended by 
^ all or most part of the officers following, viz. 


^ The Ilanchraan, . 

* Bard, 

^ Bladier, 

* Gilli-morc, .... 

^ Gilli-casfluc, . . . 

^ Gilli-comstrainc, . 
Gilli-tnishanarnish, 

^ The Piper, .... 

^ Tlie Piper’s Gilli, . 


. . • . before described. 

. . . . his poet. 

. . . . — spokesman. 

. . . . carries his broad sword. 

y carries him, when oh fool, 
I over tlic fords. 
cTeads his horse in rough 
* * * ‘ < and dangerous ways. 

. , . . the baggageman. 

/ who being a gentleman, I 
. . . . should have named him 
V sooner. 

And lastly, 

.... who carries the bagpipe. 


^ There arc likewise, some gentlemen, near of kin, who 
^ hear him company ; and besides a number of the coin- 
^ moil sort, who have no particular employment, but fol- 
^ low him only to partake of the cheer. 

• I must own that all these attendants, and the profound 
^ respect tlicy pay, must be fiattering enough ; though the 
^ equipage has none of the best appearance. 

^ But this state may appear to sootli the pride of the 
^ chief to a vast degree, if the deciaration of one ot them 
^ was siqccre ; who at dinner, before a good deal of c'om- 
^ paiiy, English as well as Scots^ myself being one of the 
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< number, affirmed, that if his estate was free from m- 
curabranccs, and was none of his own, and he was then 
^ }>nt to choose between that and the estate of the duke 
^.ol’ Newcastle, supposing it to be thirty thousand pounds 
^ a-year (as somebody said it was), he would make choice 
^ of the former, vvitli the following belonging to it, before 
th^ other without it. Now his estate might be about 
^ five hundred pounds a-year.’ * * * p. 13s. el seq. 

The tribes will not suffer strangers to settle within 
^ their precinct, or even those of another clan to enjoy 
^ any possession among them ; but will soon constrain 
^ ibein to quit their pretensions, l^y erueky to their ])cr- 
^ aoiis, or mischief to their cattle, or other property. Of 
^ tliis there happened two flagrant instances, within a few 
<■ years j)ast. 

^ The first was as follows ; Gordon, laird of Glcnbuckct, 
"" had been invested by the D. of G. in some lands in Ba- 
^ denoch, by virtue, I think, of a wadset or mortgage^ 
^ These lands lay among the Maephersons ; but the tenants 
^ of that name refused to pay the rent to the new land- 
^ lord, or to acknowledge him as such. 

^ This refusal put him upon the means to eject them by 
^ law; wdiercupoii the tenants came to a resolution to put 
an end to his suit and new settlement, in the manner 
‘^following. 

^ Five or six of Uiem, young fellows, the sons of gen- 
^ tlemen, entered the door of his hut ; and in fawning 
words told liiin, tlicy were sorry any dispute had hap- 
^ pened. That they were then resolved to acknowledge 
^ him as their immediate landlord, and would regularly 
* pay him their rent. At the same time tin y begged he 
^ would withdraw his process, and they hoped they should 
^ be agreeable to him for the future. All this wdiile they 
^ were almost imperceptibly drawing nearer ayd nearer to 
^ his bed-side, on wdiich he was sitting, in order to pro- 
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^ vent his defending himself (as they knew him to be % 
^ man of distinguished courage), and then fell suddenly 
' on him ; some cutting him with their dirks, and others 
^ plunging tliein into his body- This wns perpetrated 
^ within sight of the barrack of Ruthven/ ^ * p. 170. 

The other example is of a minister, who had a small 
^ fanu assigned him, and upon his entrance to it, some of 
^'the clan, in the dead of the night, fired five balls through 
^ his hut, whicli all lodged in his bed ; but he happening 
^ to be absent lliat night, escaped their barbarity, but 
^ w^as forced to quit tlie country. Of this he made to me 
^ an aifccling complaint. 

* This kind of cruelty, I think, aris(‘s from their dread 
^ of innovations, and the notion they enlerliiin, that they 

* have a kind of hereditary right lo their farms ; and tiiat 

* none of them arc to he dispossessed, unic'ss I'or some 
' great transgression against their chief; in which case- 
' every individual would consent to their expulsion.^ * 

‘The chiefs (like princes upon the contiiuiit, whose do7 
' minions lie contiguous) do not invade each others houii- 
^ darics, while they are in peace and friend si up with one 
^ another, but cleniaiid redress of wrongs ; and whusoevxT 
^ should do otherwise, would commit an oflence in which 

* every tribe is interested, besides tlic lasting feud it might 
^ create between the two neighbouring clans.’ # # * * # 

* # # * # # * * # * # * * # * # # # # 

This last remark is confirmed by many curious antient 
I)apers, in which the cliiefsof different clans make treaties 
of various kinds exactly in the style of independent prin- 
ces. 
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On the state of the Highlands^ at the period alluded to, 
there are some valuable observations in a pamphlet pub- 
lished in 1748, entitled, ^ A letter to a noble Lord, coii- 
‘ taining a Plan for effectually uniting and sincerely at- 
^ taching the Highlanders to the British Constitution and 
TlcYolution Settlement/ #*###*** 14 , ef seq. 

My lord, the Highlanders have been oppressed and 
enslaved by their chiefs, yet oppressed and enslaved after 
such a manner, that they have joyfully si^bmittcd to their 
^ tyrants, and gloried, nay triumphed, in their base and 
^ ignomitiious servitude. The large, extensive^ and uni- 
^ versal propcrfi/ of ihav rltiojs, and the tnnnmo' in which 
^ they planted and leudutcd ihal propertq, was indeed the 
^ cause ot great iidiuenee and j)Ower on one hand, as it 
svas of gj’(‘at poverty and ignorance on the other; and by 
^ this /nelhod alone the people might have been induced, 
^ through mere fenir and dread, to a submission and com- 
^ pliancH' with the will and command of ibeir lords; hut, 
^ my lord, the eoniK c tious prevailing tlua*e have yet a 
• deeper and a stronger root, thtit of . family, blood, rcla- 
^ lionship, kindred. 

The chiel’, who is the eldest braneli of the first stock, 
^ is conside red as the guardian, protector, and father of 
^ his clan. The relationship runs from him ; and is count- 
^ ed, through iimumcrahle degrees, to the very remotest 
^ and lowest slave of the tribe. The blood is honourable 
‘'to the last; and the meanest clowm on the mountains 
‘ will maintain his title of alliance at the point of his sword. 
In this manner, my lord, the various tribes and, clans of 
tlie Higidands consider themselves as so many separate 
^ and distinct families, each family having one common 
^ interest, one great aim, one principal and ultimate end 
in view, which is, the honour, tlie dignity, the interest 
f of the* chief: and a discipline suitable to these notions 
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^and principles' is observed; for, from the earliest mo- 
^ lUlents of their youth, they are instructed what degree of 
f blood and relationship they bear to him ; informed of 

* the honour thereby accruing to themselves : and taught, 

* that all respect and veneration is due to him, as being 
^ the representative of that extensive family of which them- 
^ selves are but parts, and as being the head by whicjli the 
^ energy, dignity, and power of the clan is exerted and 

* displayed. They see but every where an universal and 

* constant obedience paid' hin>^ an obedience which all 

* think themselves honoured in paying, as it is paid to 
^ their own blood, the head and fountain of their kindred. 

^ Habit and example fix and rivet these principles in the 
heart: and what finally cements and binds tins union be- 

* tween the chief and his clan is, a maxim invariably pur- 
^ sued, that whoever insults or injures the most insignifi- 

* cant member of the clan, wounds the honour and repu- 
^ tation of the family; insomuch that the chief and liis 

* whole family, or clan, look upon themselves as most sa- 
^ crcdly bound to revenge and wipe ofi' every such injury 

* and insult, even at the hazard and cxpence of the last 
^ drop of their blood. 

^ My lord, I hold this of relatiomhipy and tlie man- 

^ ner of planting the jyroperty of the country, to be the prin- 
cipal and secret springs of all the power and influence of 
^ tlm Highland chiefs, all the servitude and dependence 
‘ of the people composing the Highland clans ; and how- 
^ ever others may overlook or despise the first of these, 

* your lordship will easily perceive the difference between 
^ the last exerting itself alone, and exerting itself in union with 
^ the first : for though the last might by itself have reduced 
^ the people to a state of dependaiice and servitude, yet 
^ that servitude would have been such as would have ren- 

dered the people entirely base, abject, and spiritless;* 
such are, for instance, the subjects of the Turk : and 
^ such bath been, and always will be the case, of every 
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Itpoplc wlio are ruled and governed only by the inerci in- 
iliuaiee and effect of properly vesUal in the person of one. 
nian. For in this case there is raised no g(aK*rous senii- 
UK iil^ IK) natural leading, no friendly tii‘s to quicken and 
aetaderate the native passions and courage of a man. No- 
thing, my lord, prevails here, but the cruel and stupe fy- 
ing ^ham! of irresistible power, which cramps and dis- 
torls cvi'vy thing naturally good and excellent. 

‘ Ibit join I his to the hrsl, as is th(^ ease of the High- 
landers, and though power and oj)pr( ssion take place, yet 
it shall appc'ar lo be olhcrwise: i'or, l>v tins combination 
of principies, the Highlander considers the bread he eats 
under liC'. mask r, not as the starved fare of a tyranny, 
but as tlu' natural and kmd distribution and apjiointmenl 
ol the great parc'iit and head of his family and (dan. The 
st‘r\i('e and olKxbenee reejuircal is not vienved hy him as 
a, enicd and eoiiqxdh’d sub|eelion lo a pnneedy stranger, 
whose int( O'st and \i(‘ws art‘ as irihniteiy rernovcai Ironi 
his, as is his nyval hiood and j)(‘digr(‘e ; but as the natu- 
ral and nee('ssajy olxsiieiiee (jf a ebild of that family, 
whose honour and dignity is .supposed t(j consist in the 
honour and dignity oi’ (li(‘ ehiel’, and whose own ])nvate 
c.\(*(d|enee and nnpoi lance is llKM’eby presumed to grow 
and iner(‘as(“ witii that of his head. 

"Ills sj)int, therefoK’, is not broke, or rendered timid, 
[)V a constant s-‘rvi(‘e and suhim >sion to Ins lord; hut c-ii- 
liveiK'd and exalted througii a love of glory and elesire of 
fanux Nor would his alleeliou or obedience change along 
with tlK‘ ])ro])erly, to a new master; as is the case in 
'Turkey. For Ins nalnral Jiffeetion would remain, when 
the p(n\er of the chief was gone; nay, it would grow 
vvilh his nilsf(3rlunes ; Ibr he would consider them as tlu‘ 
disgraee and misl’ortunc^s of the family, and of himself. 1 
sav then, my lord, that, distinct from property, tlunc is 
another cxiuse of tlie extraordinary power of the chiefs, 

1 f)ieat; the bond of relalionshi]) ; ami as thTs cause i.s 

n 
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^ very strongs, and can affect and influence when the other 
‘ no more exists, it ought to be considered in a particular 
^ manner, in settling the future liberty of the Highlands/ 

In confirmation of these veiy profound observations, may 
be quoted a remarkable anecdote of the celebrated Lord 
Lovat, who was attainted on account of the part he took 
in the rebellion in 1745. It is mentioned in the Memoirs 
of his Life, published about that time, that the estate 
which he claimed as heir male and chief of the clan of 
Frasers, had fallen into the hands of a gentleman of ano- 
ther name, whose claim resting upon a female title, was 
of no validity, according to the established customs of 
clanship. From a concurrence of circumstances, however, 
that gentleman (Mac Kenzic of Fraserdale) had been main- 
tained in ])ossession for some years ; till, on the breaking 
out of the rebellion in the year 1715, he joined the Pre- 
tender's army with five hundred men; but, says the writer 
of the Memoirs, ‘ at least half that clan refused to rise, 
^ declared their true chief was arrived in England, and 
‘ they would wait for his coming; which was treaU'd witli 
‘ great ridicule and contempt by Seaforlh and Fraserdak', 
^ and the latter marched with a detachment of between 
six and seven hundretl men to force them into the ser- 
^ vice, but it had a contrary cll'ect. For tliougli the y did 
^ rise under the lairds of Struy and Foyer, yvl they show- 
^ ed such a resolution to defend themselves, that Fraser- 
^ dale and his people did not think fit to attack them/ * * 

Lord Lovat, liaving made his way into the country, put 
liimself at the head of tlie clan ; and, from enmity against 
his rival, joinevd some other cliiefs who had risen in favour 
of government, and gained some advantages over the ad- 
herents of the Pretender. ^ This success, however,' pro- 
ceeds the author of the Memoirs, ^ did not satisfy Lord 
^ Lovat ; he was resolved to show his interest and powcjr 
as a Higiiland cliief, and therefore sent a trusty person 
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^ lo Pertb, where the whole force of the rebels was assem- 
* bled under Lord Mar, to summon the Frasers, under the 

command of his competitor, to join their lawful chief ; 
‘ and though his friends looked upon this as a very wild 
^ and strange attempt, yet it had all the success he could 

desire : for his clan, taking a favourable opportunity, 
^ lua Fished off in a bod}^ and actually came to Inverness 
‘ and joined Lord Lovat/ * * * * # # 

The arts of popularity, which were used on the other 
liaiid, by the c:hiefs, in order to preserve and strengthen 
these sentiments among their followers, have continued 
to ad’cet the maimers of the Highlands even till a recent 
date. IVnnant appears to have been much struck with 
lluMu. ^ On the side of the chieftain,^ he observes, ^ no art 
^ of affaliility, generosity, or friendship, which could in- 
^ spi:x‘ love and esteem, was left untried, to secure a full 
‘ and willing obedience, which strengthened the impres- 
^ s' )ns of education/ # * # Tour through Scotlaud, 

Vol. III. p. 428. 

The manners arising from these principles have remain- 
ed in vigour long after the motives which first prompted 
them could have no immediate influence. Those chief- 
tains, in particular, who still cherished the antient ideas 
of the country, and were anxious to preserve the afl’ection 
of their followers, coitinued to behave towards them in 
the accustomed* style of cordiality. This did not escape 
the observant eye of Dr Johnson, who, in speaking of his 
residence at tfie liouse of Mr McLean, of Col, says, 

‘ Wh (never we roved, we were pleased to see the reve- 
‘ rcnce with which his subjects regarded him. ^ He did 
^ not endeavour to dazzle them by any magnificence of 
‘ dress, his only distinction was a feather in his bonnet; 

^ but as soon as he appeared, they forsook their work and 
^ clustered about him : he took them by the hand, and thej 
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^ seemed nuitnally delighted.’ *' ^ Journei/ to tht 

If ester ?i Islands, p. 

Among the numerous cluiraeleri.stic anecdotes which 
arc related of the Higiilanders ol former times, and whic h 
show in lu»w singular a degrc‘e they conibincd the most 
rciified sentiments of fukdiW and generosity, with a total 
disn'gard of what in civilized socie ty are clet nied the com- 
mon principles of liomvsiy, we may iiistaTiee the well-known 
fact related in the Statistical Account of Scotland, Vol. VIH. 
p. ^ Mac Ian, a/ias Kennedy, after tlu' defeat ol* the 

^ unfortunate.' Charles Stewart, at Culloden, watched over 
* him with inviolable fidc'lity for weeks, and even robbed, 
^ at the risque^ of bis lil'e, for his su])porl, at the very time* 
^ that he himself and his family were in a slate of slarva- 
‘ lion, and that he knew he eonld gain d(),()()Ol. by l)etray- 
^ ing his guest. This poor man was aflcrwards exceulcd 
‘ at Inverness for stealing a cow. A lillle before Ids exe- 
^ cation, lie took olfliis homu'i, and thanked (jod that ho 
^ had never betrayed his trust, never injured the poor, and 
^ nc'ver refused a share of what lie iiad to the stranger and 
^ the needy.’ 

Tlie contradieliou which shows itself in this eonduel is 
not perlia])s so great as it may at first sight a[)[>car. The re 
is no want of proof, that among the aiilient Highlanders 
it was always reekoned disgraceful to stedl from one of tlu' 
same clan, ihougii they wane not in tlu.* ](‘abL ashamed ol* 
theft or robbery committed against distant cn* inimical 
tribes ; and that every (diieftain dispeuse d justice among 
his ow n followers with strict iinjiartiality, tliougli he jiro- 
tected them against others, however cniminal in the eye 
of tlie law. In fact, the clans were little separate nations, 
and acted on a small scale, on the same j>rinciples on 
which we see the great kingdoms of Europe conduct tliciii- 
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selves. Mac lan^ when he sLolc the cow for which lie was 
hanged^ was no more ashamed of what lie liad done, than 
a captain in tiie British navy would he ol* having takim a 
Spanish galleon laden with dollars. This circumstance of 
I he clans being separate and distinct political communities, 
and the chiefs, in effect, petty independent princes, is 
tlic fundamental principle on which the whole of the an- 
tient state of the country essentially de pended. 

^ Here, indeed, J must observe, tliat in speaking of the 
feudal system in the Highlands, I do not use* the term in 
the strict and teehnic-al semse in wliich it is understood bv 
lawyers, but as some historians have employed it, to dig- 
nity th(‘ state of society, wdiich arose from Llie [)arlial in- 
(le penderice of the great barons, diiring the pe riod .vlien 
the e\e‘euti\e governmemt of the diffe‘r(rit kingdoms ol’ 
lMiro[K‘ had not attained siulicient power to exercise a 
steady iuid ed’cetnal control. 

Tlic regular system of feudal tenures never was fully es- 
taiilished in the Highlands. It was only in latter times 
that the chieftains were inducHrl to apply lor eliartel's from 
the crown, in llu' legal and ftaidal form, to corroborate 
the more elfeelual title IIk'v derived from the n^ht of the 
stronfresf. Some of them even disdained to accept of such 
tith's, and declared they would never hold their lands m a 
sheep'' s skin. One of ca)nsidcrable note (Mac Done! I of 
Kepoch) acted on tliis principle dovMi to the year 1745 ; 
and after the rebellion liis lands fell into possession of an- 
otlier chief, who had claimed them for inatiy ages on the 
ground of a charter from the crown, without ever iiavi ng 
been able till then to make his title effectual. 

from tills, too, it appears, that the system of Heritable 
.Jurisdictions had by no means so great an effect on the 
ancient state of the Highlands as many liave ascribed to 
it. In fact, there were some chiefs who nominally held 
these juvisdictions over very extensive territories but never 



KXli 


APPENDIX C* 


could enforce their authority beyond the limits of their 
own immediate clannish power. On the other hand^ the 
chiefs who had no legal jurisdiction at all, exercised every 
powder of the highest courts of law. Dr Adam Smith quotes 
an instance of this kind : — It is not thirty years ago^ since 
^ Mr Cameron, of Locheil, a gentleman of Lochaher in 
^ Scotland, without any legal warrant whatever, not being 
^ what was called a lord of regality, nor even a tenant in 
^ chief, hut a vassal of the duke of Argyle’s, and without 
^ being so much as a justice of peace, used iiotvvithstand- 

* ing to exercise the highest criminal jnrisdiction over his 

* own people. He is said to have done so with great 
‘ equity, though without any of the formalities of justice/ 
Wealth of iSiaiions^ Book 111. Chap. iv. 

[C]. pages 37. 83. 

Extremely small possessions of land, while they keep 
the cultivation of the country in the hands of men inca- 
pable of attempting any improvement that requires ex- 
pense, lead; at the same time, to an excessive want of 
oiconomy in the most essential points. 

In the Highlands wx* frequently sec as many horses em- 
ployed upon ten or twxlvc acres of land, as might have 
been sufficient for the cultivation of thirty or forty. In 
the Agricultural Survey of the Northern ("ounties, p. 131, 
we are informed, that in the parish of Far there are fifty 
ploughs ; in that of Eddrachylis only ten : and it is said 
that two good ploughs, constantly emj)loyed, might do 
the labour of the whole.” 

In the Statistical Account of Scotland, Vol. XIII. — 
parish of North Uist, — it is mentioned, that the number of 
horses kept in that parish and island amounts to lOOO, 
though the black cattle are only 2000. The whole popu- 
lation is stated at 3218 ; and perhaps there is not any other 
part of the kingdom where the number of horses bcar^ 
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buch a proportion to tliat of the human species as in some 
instances in tlie Highlands. By throwing several farms 
into one^ the numl)er of tiiese ex[)ensive and unproductive 
animals is immediately reduced. Were there no other 
advantage than this, the occupier would he enabled to pay 
a higher rent in proportion to the extent of land. It can- 
not be denied that the change ])roduces also a public be- 
nefit, inasmuch as in place of horses, the land will be oc- 
cupied by productive cattle which add to the food of man. 

m, page 44. 

In the Statistical Account of Scotland, Vol. X. p. 3GG, 
— jiaribh of Harris, — arc some details concerning these 
(liH’erent classes of occupiers of land ; which may se rve to 
illustrate the outline that has been given : — dlie whole 
of this, like most other estates in the Hebrides, is occu- 
})ied by three different orders of tenants : 1st, Princijial 
tacksmen, or gentlemen ; 2d, Small tenants ; 3d, Cot- 
ters. The common and antient computation of lands in 
these countries is by pennies, of which the subdivisions 
are halfpennies, fartliings, half farthings, clitigs, &c. 
Of these, a gentleman, according to the extent of his 
tack, [)ossesses a vast many, perhaps twenty pennies, 
perhaps many more. This reckoning comprehends muir, 
pasture, and arable lands, for which the tifcksman pays 
so much yearly rent in the lump during the currency of 
his lease. Of this extensive possession he may subset a 
third or a fourth. Each sub-tenant in Harris generally 
holds the division of a farthing, for which he pays, ac- 
cording to the supposed value of the lands, from 20 s, to 
40 5. in money, besides personal services, rated at a day’s 
labour per week, to the principal tacksman. The per- 
sonal services of so many sub-tenants are reckoned indis- 
pensablc under the present mode of management, in ad- 
dition to the prodigious establishment besirjes of cotters 
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uud liousdiold servants, both male and female, which A 
genllonan Mipfiorls in order to carry on the common bu~ 
5;hiess ()1‘ ine farm throughout the year. The single ar- 
tide nf fuel costs a Vcist expense of labour. A genlle- 
i kug according to the number of fires his farm recpiires 
him to keep up, cuts of peats from tliirty to filly irons, 
and the cutting of an iron employs four men ; the dry- 
ing, stacking, and leading them home, require an cx- 
peiise of hands in proportion. Uepairing of the fcal- 
dykes and iiiclosures, (a work of perpelual labour), weed- 
ing of corn, making of kelp, reaping of the difi'ereni 
cro[>s, hay, barley, oats, and potatoes, in harvest, and 
the laborious tillage for raising these croj)s in winter and 
spring ; besides the thatching and repairing of houses, 
tending and herding the cattle, cows, horses, and shet p, 
stparatoly, with a great variety of other proe(‘sses in this 
complex system, all r(‘c|uirc such a mulliludi' of sinwaiils, 
that a stranger is naturally struck with a^^lonishinenl, and 
wonders how the produce of the most lucrative farm is 
able to support the expense of so large an establishment 
of domestics." * #*###### 

A small tenant farm is a little eommonwealtli of villa- 
gers, wliose houses or huts arc huddled toge ther with 
too little regard to form, order, or cleanliness, and wliosi* 
lands arc yearly divided by lot for tillage, while! the ir 
cattle graze on the pastures in common. Tlic small tc- 
“ iiants in this country, who hold immediately of the j)ro- 
prielor, have leases like the principal tacksnum, and 
possess some a penny, some half a penny, and some a 
farthing of lands. 

'rhe stock e)r monting for the pasture of a farthing land, 
is lour mdeh cows, three, or perhaps four, horses, with 
as many sheep on the common as the tenant has the luck to 
rear. The crops vary according to the different quali- 
ties of the farms, but may be computed in general gl 
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tour or five holls a farlhini*;, for which the tenant gene- 
“ rally p^ys i’iom to ^Os. rent. This rni-^ht be reck- 
oned a good pennyworth of lands ; hut wlien it is consi- 
dered that tlie cal tic of‘ these tenants^ miserably f('d 
throughout the year, and often dying through mere 
want in the sj)ring season, are neither marketable nor 
vield nuudi milk ; besides, lluit tlieir crops are cop.iinoii- 
ly insudicieiit to support their families for lialf the }tair; 
the j)overLv of this class of people, in general, is easily 
accounted for/’ Thcautlior goes on to stat(\ lliat the 
produce of the small farmer only supp*or{s his lamily 
from harvest until the end of spring; and * < ■ - 

his rent, and subsists during sumny n, / , k h .. 
ture of kelp and other employment/ — 

The third class of the ])cop|{‘, woionn vn ‘ ' ■ ■ 

minated cotters, are laeksmei/s scTvanls, conskmliv ( 
ployed in the labouis of the farm. They have gene- 
rally grass, on the same pasture with their masters’ cat- 
Uc, for one milcli cow^ with its foilow^crs, i. e. a three- 
year, a two-year, and one-year old ; a working liorse 
^ and breeding man*, besides sheep, in the number of 
which they are seldom restricted, and a farthing’s clivi- 
sioii of land for corn and potatoes, witli its proportion 
ol’ sea-ware for manure. The}' liavc also a kail-yard, 
fuel, and a weekly alhjwance of a {)eck of ijic*al. Tiicy 
are allown*d a day in the w'cek to w'ork for tlKunsclves, 
wliieh, wddi the liclp of their families, is suHicu'tit for 
raising and repairing their crops. A grieve or overseer, 
and grass-keep(T, if married m(*n, and iiolding lamis in 
lieu of wages, have more in proportion to the n eight of 
the several charges comiiiitled to them. Having no 
rents to pay, and being seldom unde r llu* nceesbity of 
buying meal, unless the harvest prove* very laid, the-y 
live, on tlie whole, heller than the tenant <il’ a fartliing 
“ land.’' — p. 3d9. 
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[E.], page 57. 

It is observed in the Statistical Account of Scotland — 
that ^ if a Highlander is forced or induced to leave the 

* small circle which occupied his first affections^ he cares 

* not how far he goes from home. Going to another ])a- 
‘ rish, or the district of another clan, is to hiih an entire 
^ banishment ; and when he has resolved to set out, whe- 

^ ther from necessity or choice, he would as soon cross ^ 
^ the Atlantic as he would cross an arm ol’ the sea. Jt is 
^ only an immediate and very clear advantage tliat would 
" induce him to stop.’ * * *‘^* # # * * Vol. IV. p. 574. 
paribh of Stracinir. 

Of the truth of this observation 1 had myself a remark- 
able proof. Among the people (ai gaged for my settle- 
ment in America, were a few bound under indenture to a 
certain number of years service, and who at the end ol‘ 
that time were to receive small lots of land. Not having 
a convenient opportunity of taking them out along with 
the other settlers, I found employment for them for some 
months on my estate in the south of Scotland. Some of 
iny friends imagined that they might be induced to settle 
in that neighbourhood, and, though I was not sanguine 
as to the probable result, 1 did not wish to dissuade the 
attempt. Every reasonable encouragement was accord- 
ingly offered ; but the most favourable answer that could 
be obtained was, that if the same quantity of’ land was to 
be given to them, and on the same terms as in Ainerica, 
they would take the proposal into cojisideration, 

[F.], page 73. 

Wlicn the 42d regiment was first raised, and particu- 
larly when the licirs of Ardkinglass and Slrachur were 
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appointed officers in Lord Loudoun’s regiment in 1745, 
though it was not then the mode to make officers eom- 
missions depend upon raising a certain quota of jiieii, 
yet the two young gentlemen got inosL of tlieir coin- 
pany, who followed them as volunteers from their pa- 
ternal estates. How diflerent the sentiments of the p(?o- 
pic in 1778! When it was proposed to raise a West 
Fencible reginnait, the gentlemen of Argylesliire enga- 
ged to furnish a certain number of men ; but though 
they had an express promise from government that they* 
" should not be called out of the kingdom, not even into 
England, except in case of invasion, liie heritors were 
obliged to bribe them high.” * * * Slaintical Account 
•f Scotland, Vol. IV^ j). 574 — parish if Strachur, 

[G.], pfige 80. 

In Bacon’s History of Henry VIL we find the follow ing 
passage : — ^ Inclosurcs at that time began to be more fre- 
^ quent, whereby arable land, which could not be manured 
‘ without people and families, was turned into j)asture, 
^ whicli was easily rid by a few herdsmen ; and tenancies 
‘ for years, lives, and at will, w hereupon much of the yeo- 
‘ manry lived, were turned into demesnes. This bred a decay 
‘ of people, and by consequence a decay of tow ns, churches, 
^ tythes, and the like. The king likew ise knew full well and 
^ in nowise forgot, that there ensued wdthal upon this a dc- 
^ cay and diminution of subsidies and taxes ; for the more 
^ gentlemen ever the lower books of subsidies. In reme- 
* dying of this inconvenience, the king’s wisdom was ad- 
^ mirable, and the parliament’s at that tii^ie. Inclosures 
^ they would not forbid, for that had been to forbid the 
' improvement of the pati’imony of the kingdom ; nor til- 
^ lage they would not compel, for that was to strive witk 
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* nature and utility ; but they took course to take away 

* depopidatiru; inclosurcs and dcpopulatiiiii; pasturage, and 

* yet not by that iiaiiic, or by any imperious exj)rcss jjro- 

* hi bilion, but by eonscr|uence. Tlie ordinance wa^^, 
That all houses of husbandry that were used with twenty 
acres of ground, or ujmards, should be maintained and 
kept for ever/’ 

In the preambles to several acts of parliament about 
that date, ue find references to the same* progress, c. g. 
4th Henry VII. c. l(i. 

^ Forasmuch as it is to the king c»nr sovereign lord’s great 
^ snretv, and also to the surely of this realm of Ftigland, 
^ that tiie Isle of Wight, in the county ol Soutiiain]>lon, 
^ be well inhabited with Enghsli people, for the dtdenee, 

* as well of his antient enemies of the realm ol* France as 

* of other parties, tlie which isle is lali/y decayed ol* ])eo- 
^ pie, by reason that many ton ns and villages have been 
‘ beaten down, and the fit'lds ditched aiul made pastur( s 
^ tor beasts and cattles; and also many dwelling plae(\s, 
^ (arms, and i'arin holds, have of late times been used to 
' be taken in one man’s hold and hands, that of old time 
^ were wont to be in many persons holds and hands, and 
^ inanv s<'veral households ke])t in tliem, and thereby 
^ mueii p(^ople multiplied, and the saint' isle well inhahi- 

ted, the whicli now by the occasion al*oresaid is desolate 
^ and not iiibaliited, but occupied with beasts and cattles^ 
^ ^c. ike. / the enactment is, that none shall take niort' 
faims than one in the Isle of Wight exceeding ten merks 
.rent. 

Another preamble, not less remarkable, is that of 25th 
llcnrv Vlll. chap. 13 : — ^ Fc rasmuch as divers and snn- 
^ dry persons of the kirig< subjects of this realm, to whom 
God of his goodness hath disposed great plenty and 
^ abundance of inovc^able substance, now of late wuhiri 
few years have daily studied, practised, and invenU d 
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• ways and means how Uuy might accumulate and gather 
‘ ?() ;( faer into Few luiiuls, as well great multitude oF farms 
^ a ^c*‘eat plenty of cattle, and in especial sheep, putting 
^ lands as they^ can get, to pasture, aiul not to tillage, 

‘ \\hv*rc‘bv they have not only [>uHc(l down clmrciies and 

* towns^ anci (Mihanced the old raU's oF the; rents of the 
^ posse^siofis oj‘ this realm, or else brought it to such ex- 

* (‘cssivt' lin(‘S thal no poor man is able to meddle witli it, 
‘ but also have raisefi and cnbaiu'ed tlie prices of all man- 

ncr ol’ corn, cattle, wool, pigs, gcesc.‘, beiis, chickens, 
^ eggs, and such otlier, almost double above the priee.^ 
w iiieli have becai accuslonied ; by laaison wliereof a mar- 
vellous multitude' and number of the people oF this realm 
‘ b(' not abl<‘ to ])rovide meal, dritdv, and clothes, neees- 
‘ saiy i'or thcmse!v('s, their wives, and children, hut be so 
^ diseoiirag(‘d with misery and poverty, that they Fall daily 
‘ to llieFt, robbery, ami other inconveni<mees, or pitiFuIly 
‘ die lor hunger and cold ; and as it is thought by the king’s 

• most humble and loving subjects, that one oF the great- 
^ e>t oec'asions that movelh and ])rovokctli those greefl 3 ?“ 
" and eovelous peo[)k‘ so to aeeumuiate and keep in their 
‘ bauds such gKuil portions and parts oF the grounds and 

lands oF this realm From tin* oe<‘upying oF the poor 1ms- 
*' bandiiien, and so to use it in pastun' and not in tiilag(‘, 
is only the gia'at jiroht tlial eonietb of* shc'C]), whieli now 
‘ be come to a Few [icrsons iiands ol’ this realm, in respect, 
oF the w holt; iiumDt'r oF tlie king’s subjects, that some 
^ have Four-and-lw enty thousand, some twenty tboiisam], 
some ten thousand, some six thousand, some live tliou- 
^ Slim], and some more and some less; by the w liieli a 
^ good slicep For victual, tliat was accustomed to be sold 
^ for two shillings Fourpeii(;e, or three siiilimgs at the 
most, is now sold For six shillings, or five sliillmgs, or 
‘ Four shillings at tlie least; and a stone of clothing \voo], 
^ that in some shires in ibis realm was accustomed to he 
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‘ sold for oigliteen-pencc or twenty-pence, is now sold for 
^ four shillings, or throe shillings fourpeuce at the least; 

* and in some countries where it hath been sold for two 
^ shillings four-pence, or two shillings eight-pence, or three 

* shillings at the most, it is now sold for five shillings, or 
^ four shillings eightpence the least, and so raised in every 
' part of this realm; which things, thus used, be princi- 
^ j)ally to the high displeasure of Almighty God, to the 
^ decay of the hospitality of this realm, to the diminish- 
^ ing of the king’s pco[)le, and to the let of the cloth rna- 

* king, whereby many poor people have been accustomed 

* to be set on w ork ; and in conclusion, if remedy be not 

* found, it may turn to tiic utter destruction aud desolation 
^ of this realm, w hich God defend.’ 

Hume, in his History of England, remarks, that ‘ during 

* a century and a half after this period, there w^as a con- 

* tinual renewal of laws against depopulation, w hence w^e 

* may infer that none of tliern were ever executed. I’iie 
^ natural course of iinprovement {it last provided a rc- 

* inedy.’ — Vol. HI. p. edit. 17(i3. 

Of the po|)uhir clamours on the subject, a curious spe- 
cimen occurs in some lines, preserved in Lewis’s History 
of the English Translations of the Bible. 

Ileforc that sheep so much did rayne, 

“ Where is one plough then there was twayne i 
“ Of come and victual right great plentye, 

And for one pennye egges twentye, 

“ I truste to God it will be redressed, 

‘‘ That men by sheepe be not subpressed. 

“ Sheepe have eaten men full many a yere, 

‘‘ Now let men cate sheepe and make good cheere^ 

“ Those that have many sheepe in store 
“ They may repente it more and more, 

“ Seyngc the greate extreme neccssitec, 

“ And yet they shewe no more charitee/’ 
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Tiiese ideas appear to have had no less a sanction than 
that of Sir Thomas More. — In a dialogue on the causes of 
the prevalence of crimes in England, which he introdu- 
ces ill the first book of Utopia, he expresses himself as 
follows : 

^ Your sheep, that were wont to be so meek and tame, 

^ and so small eaters, now, as I hear say, be become so 
^ great devoiirers and so wild, that they eat up and swal- 
^ low down the very men themselves. They consume, de- 
^ stroy, and devour whole fields, houses, and cities. For 
^ look in what part of the realm doth grow the Finest, and 
‘ therefore dearest wool, there noblemen and gentlemen, 

^ yea, and certain abbots, holy men, no doubt, not con- 
^ tenting tlieinselves with the yearly revenues and profits, 

* that were wont to grow to their forefathers and predc* 

^ eessors of their lands, not being content that they live 
^ in rest and pleasure nothing profiting, yea, much know- 
ing the weale publkpie, leave no ground for tillage : they 
^ enclose all into pastures : they throw down houses : they 
^ pluck down towns, and leave nothing standing, but only 
^ the church to be made a sheep-house. And, as though 
^ you lost no small (quantity of ground by forests, chases, 
^ lands, and parks, those good holy men turn all dwelling 
^ pliices, and all glebe land into desolation, and wilder- 
^ ness. — Therefore that one covetous and imsatiable cor- 
' inorani and very plague of his native country, may com- 
^ pass about and enclose many thousand acres of ground 
^ together within one pale or hedge, the husbandmen be 
^ thrust out of their own, or else either by covine and 
fraud, or by|^iolent oppression they be put besides it, 
' or by wrongs and injuries they be so wearied, that they 
^ be compelled to sell all : by one means, therefore, or by 
^ other, cither by hook or crook they must needs depart 
^ away, poor silly wretched souls, men, women, husbands, 
^ wives, fatherless children, widows, woful mothers, with 
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^ their young babes, and tlieir whole household, small in 

* substance, and much in number, as husbandry requirelh 
^ many hands. 

^ Away they trudge, I say, out of their known and ac- 
^ custoiiied houses, finding no place to rest in. All their 
^ household stuff, which is very little worth, though it 
^ might well abide the sale, yet being suddenly thrust out, 
^ they be constrained to sell it for a thing of nought. And 
^ when they have wandered abroad till that be spent, what 
^ can they then else do but steal, and then justly perhaps be 
^ hanged, or else go about a begging ? And j^et then also 
^ they be cast in prison as vagabonds, because they go about 
and work not : whom no man will set at work, though 
^ they never so willingly prefer themselves thereto. For 
^ one shepherd or herdsman is enough to eat up that 
^ ground with cattle, to the occupying w hereof about hus- 

* bandry man}" hands were requisite. And this is also the 
^ cause why victuals be now in many places dearer. Yea, 

^ besides this, the price of wool is so risen, that poor folks, 

^ which were wont to work it, and make cloth tliereof, Ik* 

^ now able to buy none at all. And l)y this means very 
^ many be forced to forsake work, and to give themselvcii 
^ to idleness.’ 

From these observations of so great a man, combined 
with the testimony (*onveyed in the preamble to the act 
of £oth Henry VIll. no doubt can be ente rtained, that in 
Engl and the change from the feudal to the commereial 
system was accompanied by an unusual prevalence of 
crimes: nor is this dillicult to b(^ explained. IVlen edu- 
cated amidst tl)e idleness and irn‘giilarilies of the feudal 
times, could not at once acquire the habits of industrious 
workmen ; and nothing is more probable than that on be- 
ing de]>rived of their accustomed means of support, they 
sliould seek relief in criminal [jractiees. Perhaps this ef- 
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feet might have been alleviated, if such a vent as einl- 
gnitioii adbrds, had then been open to people of this de- 
scription. 


[H.], page 82. 

Tlie fact is perhaps even stronger than is here stated. 

Tlicre is no part of the Highlands ^vhere the change in 
^^ic system of mauageineiit has advanced so far towards 
maturity as in Argylesliire. In Dr John Smith’s Survey 
oi’ that County, drawn u}) for th(i Board of Agriculture, we 
find til is remark : 

The state of jiopulalion in this county, as it stood in 
^ 175,5, and as it stands at present, may be seen in the sta- 
^ tisticai table. Although many parishes have greatly de- 
^ creased m their number of inhabitants, owing to the pre- 
^ valence of the sheep system, yet, upon the whole, the 
^ number is greater now tlian it was Ibrty years ago. This 
^ is owing to the greater population ol’ tlie town of Camp- 
^ bleton and village of Oban, winch have more than doii- 

* bled their joint numbers in that period ; so that, if these 

* are left out of the reckoning, the population in the conn-* 
^ ty will be found to liave ilecreased considerably.’ p, 29 1- 

I'his fact is curious and valuable : the jxipulation of Ar- 
gylesliire has not diminished on the whole, yet the value 
of produce which is now sent away to feed the inhabitants 
of a distant part of the kingdom, is much greater than 
formerly. Independently of that circumstance, this fact 
throws light on the nature of the change which has taken 
place by the abolition of tlie feudal system, and on the 
source of the fallacy which has been prevalent on the sub- 
ject of population. The diminution in the country is evi- 
d(‘nt to the most inattentive eye; no one can avoid seeing 
ruinous cottages and decayed villages : but the increase in 
the is not so obvious. This cficcl, though simulta- 
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neous, often takes place iii a distant situation^ where it can 
be traced only by careful enumerations. 

According to tlie advancement of commerce, we find 
in every country a greater pro])orlioii of the whole popu- 
lation collected in towns. This, indeed, is an cfiect which, 
in a moral point of view, may justly excite feelings of re- 
gret; but it seems so unavoidable a consequence, that wc 
ought to consider it as the price which is paid by society 
for the blessings of civilization and regular government. ^ 

[!.]> pftgc 84. 

Dr Smith, in bis Survey of Argyleshirc*, drawn up for 
the board of Agriculture, complains much of ihv effect of 
sheep-farming on population : at the same time he acknow- 
ledges its suj>erior productiveness. That our mouii tains 
^ (h(‘ says) arc better adapted for sheej) than for black cal- 
^ tie, cannot admit of a doubt. Under the sheep system 
‘ they make a much better return both to the farmer and 
^ to the landlord, and furnish in the wool of the* sheep a 
*■ large fund for manufacture and for eommerce,^ — p. ‘2(i0. 

Mr Irvine, speaking of the new grazing syslem, says, 
' till this system was adopted, our hills were little better 
^ than useless wastes to the owners and the public.’ — /w- 
(jiiin/ into the Causes and Effects of Emigration ^ ]>. 34. 

Tlie fact is distinctly explained in an Essay on the Im- 
provement of the Highlands, by the Kev. James flead- 
rick. — ^ There are physical reasons \\hich render black 
^ cattle an improper stock upon high mountains. In such 
^ situations they are always exposed to danger, and are 
^ seldom able to collect above one-tliird of the herbage 
^ which could he gathered by sheep. *♦*#*♦**♦ 

^ As the extent of mounlainous pasturage far exceeds that 
^ of the arable laud in the valleys, cattle in such situations 
‘ cannot be properly foddered and taken care of in winter. 
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* of course^ great numbers die of hunger, while the siirvi- 

* vors are vejy mueli (limiuished in value/r — Prize Iksai/s 
and Transactions of the llioltland Socictj/, Vol. II. p. 

The same o]>inioa is strongly expressed in the Agrieiil- 
litral Survey ol* the Northern Counties, p. 110. — ^ For 

* every pound ot beef that a Highlander can send to mar- 
kel, a sliej)lierd can at least bring thre(‘ pounds of mut- 

‘ ton. This is ])esitles the wool, which funii&he^ the staple 
^ for an useful inauuiaeture that never existed helore. 
Hence the shepherd is enabled to pay at once a double 

* rent with ease ; and it can hardly be qui^stioned, that in 
^ ])rocess of time Highland property would be tripled or 
^ quadrupled in value by sheep-farming.^ 

Mr Marshall, in liis Survey of the Central Highlands, 
sj)calvs of the increas(' of produce as so vast, that lie enter- 
tains a doubt wheliu. r a market can be found for it: — 

* AVIicrc could be found a iiiarkct for such a riumlicr oi 
^ slieep as the entire Highlands would produce r llitlierto 
' the deinaiid has been greater than the produce, mui must 
^ eonlinae to be so, until tlie eoimlry be stocked. Young 
^ sheep now travel northward Iroai the central Highlands, 

* and I'lom the south of Scotland : but w henever the raiic 
^ of stocking ceases, though it may liap[)en belbre the en- 

* tire Higli lands bc‘ completely stocked, sheep ot everv 
age and sex will, in the ordinary course of things, relurn 

^ in myriads, and overtiow the central and souiliern uar- 

* kets ; and unless some ipnv markcc could be opened in 

* England (a ihuig wliicli under the present spirit of breed- 
*' ing slieep there, is not ukely to happen), the Higlilands 
^ would be under the nec’cssity of returning to the com 
^ and cattle system.’ # * # * ♦ p, 5(j, 

Since tlie period when Mr Marshall visited the High- 
lands, sheep-tanning has b(‘en progressively extending. 
The country cannot yet, indeed, be said to be couipietelv 
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Slocked, and young sheep still (as he says) travel north- 
wards : but the markets of Falkirk, &c. now receive a 
great and continually increasing supply of sheep from the 
Highlands. It is observed, too, by persons well informed 
on the subject, that the value of cattle brought to the same 
markets from the Highlands has not undergone a dimi- 
nution by any means ecpiivalent to the increase in the sup- 
ply of sheep. No symptom, however, can yet be traced 
of any such deficiency of demand as Mr Marshall appre- 
Jiends. ^ 

If, indeed, this very intelligent agriculturist had be- 
stowed as much of his attention on Political as on Rural 
Economy, he could scarcely have failed to perceive, that 
the jnesciil spirit of breeding sheep in England will be no 
absolute bar to the sheep of the Highlands finding a mar- 
ket there. There is no other management wiiich in thcs(‘ 

O 

muunlains will bear a comparison with the rearing of sheep ; 
and therefore, if the fanner cannot otherwise dispose of 
his produce, he must reduce his price, till he forces a 
market. The price will be \ery far reduced indeed, be- 
fore sheep-fanning sinks to the level of the old manage- 
ment of the Highlands in point of jnofit. — The farmer who 
breeds sheep on the arable lands of England is in a very 
different situation : he can employ his land for many other 
purposes A\ith nearly equal advantage. Independently of 
breaking it up for tillage, he may apply his pasture to the 
dairy, to fattening cattle, or even to feeding these very 
sheep from the Highlands. Whenever, therefore, the 
price of young sheep fulls below a certain level, he will 
give up breeding them as an unprofitable business ; and if 
the sheep which can be reared in the mountainous districts 
of the kingdoiri are found adequate to the full supply of 
the market, the practice of breeding them on fertile ara- 
ble lands, however fashionable it may now be, must de- 
.cline and fall into disuse. — At all events, the progress ol 
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feiieep-farming in the Highlands must tend to the diminu- 
iioji of this practice ; and of tlic lands which will thereby 
fall to be converted to a difi’erent purpose, it is reasonable 
to suppose that a great proportion at least will be ern[)loy- 
ed for the cultivation of grain. 

[K.] page 88. 10f>. 

Having communicated these observations, while yet un- 
* finished, to a gentleman of Glasgow (Mr Dugald Banna- 
tyne), whose means of information on this bramdi of the 
subject entitle bis opinion to the greatest weight, 1 was fa- 
voured with the following remarks : 

^ You are epute correct in what you say about finding 
^ employment for the Highlanders in the manufacturing 
^ towns. We have had a good deal of experience upon 
^ that ])art of your statement at our mills at Itotlisay, where 
^ we weave as well as spin. — We have at diHerent limes, 
^ wlien wain ting hands, recruited from the Isle of Mull, 
‘ and brought to Bute many families IVoni thence, Imt we 
^ scarcely ever deriveal benefit except from the children : 
^ the grown up people (for want of (airly associations, 1 sup- 
^ pos(‘), seeming almost to l)e without a capacity of ac- 
^ quiring dexterity in the very eominon operations.' 

liat you say upon the introduction of manufactures 
^ into the Highlands is uminswerable : they possess no ad- 
^ vantages to induce the attempt. — The only manufacture 
^ that ever occurrexl to me, as naturally couneeted w ith the 
^ Highlands, was to prepare and spin up the wool from 
^ their own sheep, something of which 1 believe is already 
^ done at Bunaw in Argyleshire, and the yarn sold in the 
clothing counties in England/ 

This small commencement of a woollen manufactory at 
Bunaw, is carried on, as 1 am informed, chiefly by the 
wives and families of the men, who are employed at that 
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])]ace in an iron furnace, established many years ago, for 
the sake of the fuel supplied by some extensive copse w^oods 
in the vicinity. Tiiis fact is therefore perfectly consistent 
willi tiie reasonings in the text (p. 108). 

Mr Bannatyiic’s rennarks arc confirmed, in the most ma- 
terial points, by Mr David Dale, whose well known bene- 
volence has {)ronipted him to invite many families of High- 
landers to his ext(‘nsive cotton mills near Lanerk ; but 
there, as well as at Rotbsav, the cbildrcn alone are found 
to be useful in the manufacturing operations. The grown 
men can onl}^ be employed as porters, or in work that re- 
([uires nothing but the mere unskilled exertion of bodily 
strength. 

Since this work was first laid before the public, 1 have 
been infornmd of a factvliich strongly illustrates the na- 
Uiral dillbuiifies, that inusl attend any attempt to intro- 
duce manufactures on a large scale into the Highlands. 
'The exjjeriment lias been actually made in the most com- 
ploic nKimier. 

An cstablishinent was set on foot about ].3 years ago, 
chiefly at tb(i siiggestioii ol' Mr Dempster, who, in conceit 
with his brother Capluiii Dcmj>ster of Puhossie, otlered 
tlic mot liberal encouragement to induce persons of capi- 
tal in (dasgow, to undertake a manufactory on their es- 
tates in Sutherland. The universal regard entertained lor 
the character and public services of Mr Dempster, was a 
powerful motive with several eminent merc'bants at (Glas- 
gow to second his views, and a (‘om])anv was formed, in 
which Mr David Dale and Mr George McIntosh took the 
lead, and in w hich they w^re joined by many other pnhlic- 
sj)irited individuals. A situation was selected for the pur- 
pose, possessing every advantage that could be ex[)ected, 
1 laving a convenient harbour for small vessels on the Firth 
of Dornoch, and lying in the inubt of the most populous 
districts of Sutherland and lloss-shirc. By a small altera- 
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tion in its former orthography, the name of the place was 
changed to Spinningdale. A cotton work was erected^ and 
a nianbcr of hands kept in employment, both in spiiuiing 
and weaving. The undertaking has been prosecuted for 
a number of years with unwearied assiduity, in spite of 
every difficulty; but, notwilhstanding the low price of la- 
bour, it has been uniformly a losing concern. With the 
utmost exertion on the j>art of the managers, they never 
could succeed in ])ro(lucing the amount of work, which is 
•generall}" expected in other manufactories, from the same 
machinery and the same number of hands. 

The patriotic views, with wliieli this establislimenl was 
begun, induced the gentlemen concerned in it, to per- 
severe long after they had siillicienL indications, lliut 
the chance of profit was very small. In the year 1797, 
however, the capital origiiially advanced was found to be 
entirely exhausted, and most of the ])artners then retired ; 
but JNlr Dale and Mr McIntosh were unwilling to abandon 
their benevolent attempt, willioul furllun’ trial, and con- 
tinued to carry on the work on their own account. No 
advance of capital was with-held, that could tend to insure 
success ; but in the end thc}^ found it necessary, about two 
vears ago, to rdincpiish the concern, and on w inding il up, 
the loss incurred was found to amount to a very consider- 
able sum. That the buildings and auiehincry might not 
he entirely thrown away, they w’cre sold at a low' price, 
payable by iiislalmcnts at distant dates, lly this aecoiii- 
moilalion, a person has been induced to continue the woik 
unden* doubtful prospec'ts of success. 

This experimeut must be considered as the more deci- 
sive, Irom tlie eircuinslanee of its havitig ()ceu eonduelcd 
by persons of the lirst mercantile lalenLs, wiu>, in llu'ir 
otlier undertakings, have been eminently successful. Tlic 
failure, therefore, viin he ascribed to nothing but those 



xl 


Al^riENDlX L. 


radical diflicidties^ which the situation of the country must 
oppose to every similar attempt. 

It may, perhaps, he too much to conclude from this 
fact, that no manufactures can ever l^e successful in the 
Hii^hlands ; but it is certainly decisive as to tliis, thal no 
exertion of capital and skill can force their rapid and (‘x- 
tensive establishment. If mauufacturts art* ever to flou- 
rish there, they must arise, as they have in most otlier 
places, by gradual and slow growth fiom small be ginnings. 
Along period must therefore elapse, before they ean be re- 
lied upon as a resource for any great number of people. 


[L.], page 85. 

On this point my opinion is confirmed by the respecta- 
ble testimony of Mr M4.jean of Coll, who, in adthtion to 
the reasonings in the text, makes the t’ollowing iinpurtant 
observation : J have always looked upon the indolent *e at- 
^ Lributed to the Highlantiers as proceeding in a very great 
^ measure, from the misplaced uttacliiiieut of fricuus and 
^ relations, and even the native spirit of hospitality, in this 
^ respect too general amongst the low er orders. It is a com- 
^ iiion practice for people to go to service in tlic Low Louiitry 
^ idr several years ; but they almost uiiiformiy return, and 
^ are often sent for by their friends, to remain itlle at home, 
^ when tired, as they say, of work. Tiiosc friends have 
^ frequently but a scanty subsistence for themselves, hut no 
^ one will refuse a residence, or a share of his homely tare, 
^ to a friend or connection. They frequently (unknown) 
^ share their little poitioiis of land, so tliat no one dreads 
the danger of absolute want, however idle; and thus a 
^ great spur tt) industry is withdrawn. Fr*)!!! this cause il 
proceeds, that no Highlander can be got to he sutiicient- 
^ ly industrious, or to w ork hard in his own country.* 
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[M.], page 91 * 

Of this fact vve havc^ among many otlier proofs, a strong 
testimony from Mr Irvine. — ^ In some valleys the popula- 
lion is so excessive, that it is a ejnestion with many dis- 
cerning people, liow the one half of uihahilants could 

* subsist, though they should have the land for nothing. 

^ Those who would he tenants arc so numerous, and the 
^land fit for cultivation so scanty, that all cannot he satis- 

* fied. The disappointed person, feeling himself mjuicd, 

^ condemns the landlord, and seeks a happy relief in Aine- 
^ rica. The tradesmen are in the same }>redieanK‘nt ; they 
^ cannot be all ecjuall}" w(‘ll employed, becausi* they are 
‘ not all ecpially deserving ; because* tlu re are too many of 
^ them, and because customers are too few. Thciy curse 
‘ their country, and make haste to abandon it/ 

‘ In some s[)ols with which I am acijuainted, the re may 

* bc‘ iVoni ten to twelve inhabitants, in some places moreg 
to an acre* of arable land. Most of them have no trade. 

^ They apparently live by tlie produce oi‘ the place ; and, 
^ making every allowance for the scantiness ol' the faia*, 

* their patience of hunger, and trifling importation of ne~ 
‘ ci's^arics, it is to me inexplicable how^ they subsisL I'o 
‘ equipoise population they sjuvad themselves bc*gging/ ^ 

* # # * hujuby into the Carnes and E/Jeetb of Emigration , 

P-7. 

With all this the reverend author is an enemy to emi- 
gration ; and this, too, is the country whiidi, according 
to the Highland Society, is fast approaching to the 
[loint of conijilete dcpo[)ulation — See Third Report on 
Eniigratmiy p. 1. and 12, 

[N .], page 96 . 

d1ie following descriplioji of the situation of the Mailers 
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is extracted from the Survey of the Northern Counties 
drawn up for the Board of Agriculture, p. 56\ and with 
slight variations may be applied to the class of people w ho 
improve w aste land in all parts of the Highlands. 

In the Black Isle w^c have numbers of this description 
^ of cultivators, by whose exertions many considerable ac- 
‘ quisitions of arable land have been gained from our bar- 
^ ren wastes and moors, in addition to (lilferent properties 
^ in this district. They generally follow some handicraft 
^ employment, such as weaver, shoemaker, iaylor, carpenC 
‘ ter, mason, dyker, &c. &c. and many are mere day-la- 
^ bourcfs only. These poor people are often inrliscriini- 
^ nately planted on the skirts of waste or moor lands, next 
^ adjoining to those last cultivated, and now we shall sup- 
^ pose in the hands of a farmer or tenant. Alter iiis house 
^ is erected for the Mailer, he is left at freedom to dig 
^ c'uvay and cultivate w hat ground he can, ibr there is rarc- 
Iv occasion to limit Inm. The aids afforded him, and 
^ terms granted, are various, and generally, I su[)pose, 
^ proportioned to the expectations from his exertions.' 

^ I find that some give seven years lease gratis, wood 
^ for his house, and some other pecuniary allowances. At 
^ the expiration of the lease, a small acknowledgment is 
‘ imj)Oscd, and j^erhaps not, for tliree or four years more 
^ as his industry deserves.' 

Some assign them one, two, or three acres, and mwx'r 
* remove them, on paying, viz. tlu' men 10s. and widows 
^ 5s. per arm. and giving 15 days service in harvest; but, 
^ however, paying Gd. piT day to the men, and 4d. to the 
^ ^vomen and all oibers able to work, a I i tile drink, but no 
^ victuals.' 

^ Some with seven yc'ars b ase, rent free at first, give 
^ them labouring utensils, and also seed for the first three 
years ; and some give a life riait, and wood for their 
^ bouses, on paying Is. per annum, but must yearly lake 
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^ in two acres. Day services in harvest, and some other 
^ i rifling exactions, may possibly" be slijnilatcd for by all. 
^ The only means the Mailer has for cniti vation are, bis 
^ own and family’s personal lahonr with the sj^ade, his ashes, 
^ anrl tlie dang from his mis(‘rable animal oi* a horse, which 
^ he kee])s (hr the purpose of bringing home his Uirf for 
fuel : aiifl iu' generally commences with potatoes ; when 
^ he thrives, he j>ossibly accpiircs two liorsc5, a few sheep, 

* and p('rha[rs a hog.’ 

^ ^ I And that there are advocates for and against this 
^ practice. 1’he general obj(x*tions to these setllers arc, 
^ tliat they are grcait depredators, arc in declared hostility 

* to all inclosures and improvements ol* any^ liigher nature 

* than tlieir own, and immercifnl deslroyau’s of ail the 
^ grounds around tlnun, scal})ing and tearing up overv bit 
^ of better soil, and digging holes and pits either for their 

* turf, or j)roc*uring earth or gravel for thc*ir dung-heaps; 

* and this to such a degree', that when removed, no farmer 
^ can nu'ddle with such abusial and ill-('oriditioii(‘d lands : 

* also the small and tc'dious progress they make, and their 

* natural indolence and inellieieaiey. f)n the other hand, 
‘ there are those who think tins mode of iinprovejnent 
^ sure, though \ery slow arid Icalious : that tin y art* iht' 
^ only means wiltiin the reach of many proprietors, and 
‘ not rcjeeled ('vcai by thost* who might adopt a higlier and 
^ mort' efleetual system, anti both have already cxpt'i jeneed 
' their good efleets in the inereast* of their reiit-roils. Al- 
^ most all aekiiow U'dge the ata'ominodation derived froni 
^ the assisia!iee of their sci vices, at a certain easy ral(*, in 
^ harvt'st and other husbandiy-w orb ; ami partitadarly 
^ h(‘re wdii're diiy laliourers are not otiicrwise to i>e pro- 
^ cured.’ 


[().], pt/gr 100. 

Th.e laiuilord enlarges his farms to make way for a 
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^ mode of jigriculture or pasturage^ whicli he conceives 
more advantageous. He removes the former occupants, 
^ and admits a person of more understanding, and more 
^ efficient capital ; he makes a provision for those who 
^ may be dispossessed, by offiering them a small tenement; 
^ but pride anti irritation scorn to accept his provi- 

^ sion,^ 

^ Where it is found more profitable to lay a district un- 
^ dtu’ grass to the half or two-thirds of its extent, it is ob- 
^ vioiis, that unless you make a previous provision of sonify 
^ kind, many must leave their country to seek food and 
^ cm])loyment in sornt' other place. In this case, one of 
^ the most iinproveable farms should be divided into 
' crofts or fields of one or three acr(‘s; and a jndicnous se- 
^ lection should be made of those to whom they should bc‘ 
^ olfered ; for some men, who pride themselves upon being 
^ men of sj)irit, would syy//m at the thought of dcsccadiagfroat 
^ the rank of a tenant into the station of a crofter. If a 
^ man of this kind, however, refuses an}" rational accom- 
^ modation, the country is better without him ; he is 
^ ripe for emigration. 'He may be cured by ebauging 
his residence. His spirit is not sound. This is the 
‘ touchstone.’ ***** Itajairy into the Causes and 
Infects of JLinigratio7i, bij the llev, A. Iivinc^ p. J4. and 
104. 

These expressions arc rather too severe to be applied 
to a feeling so natural and so universal among mankind. 
Thci desire of bettering our condition, the reluctance and 
mortification that is felt at any retrograde step, seem to 
be almost inseparable from the human mind. They may 
be traced in every rank of society: the greatest monarch 
on earth is not exem})t from their influence, nor is the 
meanest peasant. If these feelings meet with indulgence 
in one rank, ought they to be censured with so much ri- 
gour in another? — We do not think it extraordinary that 


3 
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•a gentleman of large property should be averse to sink 
into the station of a farmer or a shopkeeper: the reverend 
author liiinself would not, perhaps, be well satisfied if he 
were reduced to the condition of a small tenant: and is 
the tenant lo be blamed, because he too clings to the 
small degree of rank he possesses, and will not submit to 
sink in the scale of society without an effort to maintain 
his station ? 

In this passage Mr Irvine has perhaps been influenced 
t)y a glimpse of the arguments which are insisted on in 
j)age 117 seq. of these Observations; and by this he has 
been led to a practical conclusion more just than the ge- 
neral tendency of his work can be deemed. He certainly 
cannot he accused of being a friend to emigration ; yet 
if the gentlemen of the Highlands agree with iiim in tlie 
sentiment that the country is better w ithout those whose 
spirit/' as lie describes it, is not sound/' they will not 
find many among the einigraiils to excite their regret. 

[P.], page 101 . 

Innumerable authorities might be quoted for this fact: 
die following may be sutlieient: 

]\o two occupations can be more incompatible lliaii 
* fanning and fishing; as the seasons which retpiire innli- 
‘ vided exertion in fishing, arc precisely those in which 
^ the greatest attention should be devoted to agn endure. 
^ Crazing, which is less incompatible with fishing than 
‘ agriculture, is even found to distract the attenlion and 
prevent success in either occupation. This is deinou- 
^ strated by the very different success of those wiio unite 
‘ both occupations, from those who devote themselves 
exclusively to fishing. Indeed, the industrious fisher 
^ finds the wdiole season barely sufficient for the labours 
of his proper occupation. Prom the middle of spring 
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^ the fishing season continues frequently till after Christ- 

* mas, and the intervening space is barely sufiicient for 

* refitting his nets, lines, and fishing tackle. But the po- 
^ pulalion of the coasts of the liighlands is sufiicient to 

* admit of the professions being separated, which only in- 
^ jure each other wlien conjoined.’ — iL^my on ihe Fisheries, 
ly Mr R. Mchilly at Ullapool , in Ross-sliire, — Prize 
Essays and Transactions of the Highland Society, VoL II. 
p. 4 Id. 


[Q.j, page lO'd. 

^ From the a?.ra of introducing sheep-stocks, a very greal 
^ change is observable in die dispositions of the peo[)le. 

^ Till then lliey showed no predilection for a sea-faring 
€ ####:»**## 

^Fithin these last ihirly years, especially since sheep 
^ stocks have been inlrodnced, it is remarked tliat a num- 
^ ber of people from this dislriet liave become sailors: but 
^ it aj)[)ears tliat micessily, not clioict*, has been the cause.’ 
Sta/islicaf ylcconnl of Si otfand, Vol. IV. p. 574 and 575 — 
parish oj’ Sirachur, in Argyleshirc, 

[R.], page ld7- 

In reasoning on this subject, I have taken for granted 
that, according to the received ideas, there is a difiercnce 
arising from the accimiiilation of people in the Highlands, 
and that tiie expense of making kelp would be greater if 
the population sliould fall to its natural level. In this, 
however, 1 must lie understood as speaking hypothetical- 
ly ; for I am by no means convinced, that those who have 
work to be executed in the Highlands derive any real be- 
nefit from the present low rate of wages. The same cir- 
cumstance, from wlucli this arises, occasions also a want 



APPENDIX B. Xlvii 

of industry and skill, which is probably more than suffi- 
cient to counlcrbalance the advantage. 

In several parts of the Highlands 1 have found that when 
labour was doiit^ by the piece, the prices given were higher 
than would have been required for similar work on iny 
own estate ; yet, in tlie same places, the wages of a yearly 
servant were scarcely more than half of tliosc which an 
ordinary workman would have procured in the south of 
Scotland. 

With res])cct to kelp-making, it is difficult Lo slate so 
direct a comparison. Tlic shores of the south of Scotland 
are seldom so productive as to render kelp an object of ge- 
neral attention, or to lead to llio^e iinja'oved iiietliods of 
manufaclure whicli will naturally arise' v\Iierc the quanlity 
is very considerable. The plan upon which the workmen 
are employed and ])aid is diilercnt jii different places ; and 
even where the same mode is lollowed, litile instruction 
can be gained from a mere comparison of prices, because 
the labour required for making any specilied (quantity of 
kelp is various, according as the situation is more or less 
difficult. A comparison in wliich so many complicated 
circumstances are involved, w ould require a more minute 
acquaintance with the business than I can pretend to ; but 
1 may venture to state some grounds for suspecting that 
there is much fallacy in the itleas commonly entertained 
on the subject. 

A very intelligent overseer of w^ork in the south of Scot- 
land, who has had much expcrien(*e in kelp-making, and 
is not unacquainted with the Hebrides, informs me, that 
in situations not less difficult than most of the shores he 
has seen there, he could in a good season make five and a 
half tons of kelp, and in the worst season four tons, for 
each workman employed under him. This I apprehend 
is considerably more than is generally done on tlie coast 
of the Highlands and Western Isles: at least in those 
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parts I have visited I have not heard of so great a quanti- 
ty being mudHif done. — In the Statistical Account of Scot- 
land^ vol. X. parish of Harris, it is mentioned that one ton 
is the ])ro}>oition commonly allotted to each working 
hand. — In tiie account of North and South Uist, this 
point is not so fully stated; but circumstances are men- 
tioned whicli give reason to believe that the proportion 
cannot in general exceed two tons. 

it is also mentioned in tlie same work, that the land 
rent of these islands is entirely paid away in wages for^ 
kelp-making; and I have heard the same circumstance re- 
ported from other authorities. — From the description of 
these islands it appears, that on their western coast there 
is a uniform range of arable land naturally of a fine qua- 
lity, though from tlie miserable style of agriculture not so 
productive as it ought to be. In the island of South Uist, 
the extent of good land, tliougli not accurately surveyed, 
seems to be at least thirty square miles, besides six or 
eight times as rnucli of moorish pasture, partly im- 
provable. Were this land well managed, and let at its 
fair value, it cannot appear improbable tiiat the rent would 
excc(‘d considerably the whole price of the eleven Imn- 
dred tons of kelp which the shores are reckoned to pro- 
duce; but when the use of all this land is given away lor 
the mere cxpence of manufacture, at what rate is an acre 
to he valued, if this he an a*.conoinical mode of mauage- 
incnt; or where is the profit the landlord derives from his 
kelp? 

Tlie expenses of making kelp in the western Highlands 
and isles, are in various situations from thirty-five to fifty 
shillings per ton : in some few instances as high as three 
pounds. Where local circumstances are similar, I do not 
apprehend the expenses in the low country of Scotland 
are much, if at all, higher. — On inquiring of the same man 
I have mentioned above, at what rate he could undertake 
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to make kelp in those parts of the Hebrides he was ac- 
quainted with, on the supposition that he could have no 
assistance from the inhabitants, and that all his workmen 
must be hired in other parts of the country, and conveyed 
tliere for the season, he formed an estimate of jjrices not 
very widely different from those that are at present paid. 

Though I am far from supposing that the natural pro- 
gress of things in the Highlands will ever render such 
expedients necessary, yet this may be sufficient to shovV^ 
3 how little foundation there is Ibr the idea, that the 
manufacture of kelp may be totally annihilated byemigra- 
lion. 


[S,], 142. 

See First Report to the Highland Society, on Emigra- 
tion, p. 5. 

‘ It may easily be supposed, that of tliose who make the 
^ fatal experiment, the few among the survivors who are 
^ capable of relating the fatal tale, find it impossible to 
^ warn their f riends at home of the discovery they make, 
^ while suiTounded by none but those whose interest it is 
‘ to keep up the delusion. There is an anecdote, for the 
^ truth of which the committee cannot pledge themselves, 
‘ but which is generally believed in that part of the coun- 
‘ try where it is said to have liappened, which is very ap- 
* plicable to this point. It is related of a sagacious High- 
lander, who had emigrated, that being desirous to warn 
^ his friends of their danger, and yet aware of the impos- 
^ sibility of doing it in plain language, the consequence of 
^ which would only have been the detention of' his letter, 
^ he wrote a letter glossing over the hardships of his voy- 
^ age, and advising his friends to follow him, but with one 
^ caution, that they should persuade his unde James to ac- 

D 
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^ company them^ without which he would not recommend 
^ the measure. His friends, who received this letter, knew 
^ that his imclc James had been dead before he left home, 
^ and understood perfectly his hint against undertaking 
* such a voyage.’ 

It may not be amiss to compare this passage with the 
opinion of a clergyman resident in the centre of the Higli- 
lands. I am persuaded there is not a family, hardly au 
individual, who has not a father, brother, sister, cousin, 
or kinsman, in America, with whom they keep up a re- 
gular correspondence.” Irv'mes Inquiry into the Causes 
and Effects of Emigration^ p. (JG. 

[T,'],page 145. 

See Third Report of the Highland Society on Emigra- 
tion, — page 4. Sf seq. 

The long detail of uninteresting circumstance's contain- 
ed in the Report, would be tedious if extracted at full 
length, and a short summary of the material points \u]I 
render them sufficiently inieliigible. 

The ground of the whole is a complaint w hich is stated to 
have been made by some tenants in Benhecula to the jus- 
tices of the peace, against two men of the names of 
IVTLean and IVTLellan, whom they accused of having ( ii- 
ticed them to sign agreements for going to America, of 
the import of which they w^ere not aw are. 

It must be observed, by the way, that allegations of tliis 
kind are very frequently made by the common Highlanders 
without any foundation. All wTitten transactions are in 
the English language, w Inch is understood only by a small 
proportion of the people, and any one who repents of a 
jbargain he has made, has so obvious an excuse in thispre- 
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tencc, that It ought always to be received with some de- 
gree of jealousy. On this occasion, however, the justices 
seem to have been perfectly well disposed to believe the 
tenants on their word. 

It is farther mentioned, that M^Leaa and M^Lellan had 
conversed with the people assembled at a place of reli- 
gious worship about America, and among other observa- 
tions had said, that they were not troubled with land- 
lords or factors*, butt hat all the people were happy, and 
y on an equal footing, and that tliere were no rents paid 
thcre.’^ One of them also read a letter from a settler in 
Canada, exhorting his countrymen to throw off the 
yoke of bondage and the shackles of slavery, and to quit 
the land of Egypt, and come to this land of Canaan 
adding, How can 1 say otherwise when 1 never knew 
what actual freedom or the spirit of equality was till I 
came to Canada? Wc have wholesome laws and im- 
partial judges; we have the blessings of the Gospel and 
peace in the midst of plenl 3 \ — Here are no landlord, 
no factor, no threatening for your rents at Martin- 
mas.” 

Such appears then,” says the Reporter, to be the 
train of sentiments, such tlie deceitful hopes, and sediti^ 
ous discontents, which the emigrant traders make a li- 
bcral use of.” — He goes on to comment on the eireiim- 
stanees above noticed, and to observe that wlien this 
trafHc draws into its service the preaching of sedition, 
and even the calumniating landlords, factors^ and still 
more the magistracy of tlie country, in such a way as 
to irritate the people, and thereby put tlie public peace 
in hazard, there is at commoii law, full power vested 
in the magistrate to restrain and punish such irregu- 
lari ties.” 

Those who will not take the trouble of investigating the 


* i, e. land-stewards. 
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real origin and effective causes of any evil tliey observe, 
are generally inclined to cut the Gordian knot by some 
such short hand remedy as this gentlemen hints at. A 
more accurate examination would have shown him, that 
the circumstances on which he insists, as the prime causes 
of the disorders of the country, are the mere symptoms of 
its morbid slate. However mistak<*ii on this head, the re-» 
porter has given ns facts that are important, as an exam- 
ple of that irritation which has been already insisted on, 
as prevalent among the lower orders in the Highlands,* 
in consequence of the change in the system of the 
country. 

It cannot escape notice, that the language of McLean 
and M^Lellan, however ohjcctionablc, derived all its force 
from the previous existence of disconlc'nt in the minds of 
the people whom they addressed. Jf the same language 
had been used in the days of genuine claiisl)i|)^ how dil- 
fercntly would the people have received tlic idea of going 
to a country, where they coidd have no protection from 
tlic chief! — The topics of complaint brought forward, are 
all founded on tlie peculiar circimistan(‘es of the High- 
lands, and totally different from tliose which a preacher 
of sedition in any other part of the kingdom would have 
dwelt upon. Not a word is said of the Government or 
Laws of the kingdom; nothing is spoken of but the harsh- 
ness of the landlord, and the unusual burthen of rents. 

The praises bestowed on the government and judicature 
in Canada, may seem indeed to imply a censure on that 
of our own country; but this would not be a fair construc- 
tion, when wc consider how little the advantages of the 
British constitution have yet reached to these people. 
Hiis inaj" not be understood by those who are accustomed 
to the regular administration of justice in all the southern 
parts of the kingdom, and who imagine that things are 
5 
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every where conducted in the same manner. The law, 
indeed, is the same as in the rest of Scotland; the hcritahle 
jurisdictions are abolished: — nevertheless, the circum- 
stances of the Highlands still give the ])roprictors of land 
a degree of power over their immediate dependants, 
which is not seen in the more commercial ])arts of tlie 
kingdom. This cannot be said equally of all the Uioh- 
lands; for in ilic southern and more improved districts, 
things are approacliing to a simikirily with the rest of 
“Scotland; but in remoter situations there is still a consi- 
derable remnant of the arbitrary spirit of the feudal 
times. 

from the observations that have been made on the gene- 
ral state of society iji the Highlands, it will be understood 
that no man can live there as an independent labourer; 
that every inhabitant of the country is under an absolute 
neces.aty of olilaining a possession of land ; and as the 
competitors for such possessions are so numerous that all 
cannot he accommodatcil, every one who is not deter- 
mined on quitting the country, feeJs himself very much 
at the mercy of the [)roprietor, on whom he depends fur 
the m(*ans of remaining. To this is to be added, tlie jx:- 
verty of the lower orders; the great extent ol‘ j)articular 
estates; the remote ii^sulated situation of many ; their dis- 
tance from the ordinary cv)urts of justice, and the great 
expense which must on that ac'count be jneurred bv an 
utlempt to procure redress for any wrong. — these eir- 
eumstaiices combine to give a landlord in these remote 
situations an extraordinary degree of ])crsonal wciglit ; 
and the regular authority of a magistrate being siij)er- 
added, no individual among liis dej)endants can venture to 
contest his power. 

Tiic* Jaws passed after the year 174o, for abolishing the 
feudal Jurisdiclions in the Highlands, were certainly useful 
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in so far as they had an effect, blit were of much lesf 
consequence than has sometimes been supposed. The 
substantial change ontlie state of the Highlands has arisen 
from olher circumstances already sufficiently explained. 
To extend the spirit as well as the forms of the British 
constitution through these remote districts, it is necessary 
that the progress which has been going on, ever since the 
year 1745, should come to maturity ; that a commercial 
order of society should be fully established, and complete 
the subversion of the feudal system. 

In the present state of things, it is not perhaps too 
much to saj^, that in a great part of the Highlands the 
proper administration of justice still depends less on the 
regular checks of law, than on the personal character of 
the resident g('ntry. The power that is in their hands is, 
in a great proportion of the country, exercised with a de- 
gree of moderation and equity higlily honourable to in- 
dividual gentlemen; but unless tlie proprietors of the 
Highlands were a race of angels, this could not be with- 
out exceptions. — Above all, when it is considered that 
many extensive estates are scarcely visited by tluar owners 
once in the course of several years, and that the almost 
despotic authority of the landlord is transferred to lh<^ 
hands of unde rlings, who have no permanent interest in 
the welfare of the people, it is not to be supposed that 
abuses will not prevail, and that oppressions will not be 
practised. 

Ihe complaints of the common people arc in many 
parts as loud as they dare to utter them; but the instances 
of injustice w hich they may occasionally experience, pro- 
duce oil their minds an aggravated impression, 1‘rom the 
great and constant sources of irritation arising out of the 
general state of the country; and hence perhaps their 
com plaints are Loo indiscriminate. 
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That thete is some ground, however, for complaint, docs 
not rest on the authority of the common people alone. 
In Knox’s Tour through the Highlands, p. 191. we lind 
|.he following remark on one of the Hebrides : — ^ The 
f fishery of the island has long been monopolized by the 
^ factor, who pays the fishermen thirteen pounds per ton 
^ for the ling, and gets, when sold on the spot, eighteen. 
^ When to these advantages we add the various einolu- 
^ ments arising from his olficc, and his Irafiic in grain, 
^ ^ meal, cattle, &c. his place is belter than the rent of 
^ many considerable estates in the Highlands.’ 

It may perhaps be imagined that Mr Knox, being a 
stranger, has been misled by exaggerated representations ; 
but this cannot be supposed of the patriotic author of 
the Agricultural Survey of the Northern Counties of Scot- 
land, who, in laying down a plan for the management of a 
Highland estate, particidarly insists on the factors being 
restrained from exacting services, accepting presents, 
or dealing as drovers in the purchase of cattle, under 
any pretence whatever.” p, l6f). 

Oil the prevalence of abuses we have also the testimony 
of a resident clergyman, Mr Irvine, in his Inquiry into 
tlie Causes and Efiects of Emigration. 

Were it consistent,” he says, with my inquiry, I 
would willingly pass over the conduct of the factors in 
silence.”/). 41 . 

If a person is so unfortunate as to give any one of 
them ofience, no matter howq he cither privately or 
publicly uses every artifice to render him odious to his 
neighbours or his landlord, till in the end he finds it ne- 
cessary to withdraw. 

It would be tedious and irksome to enumerate the 
various methods, by which a factor may get rid of a per- 
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son whom be hates, or let in (as it is termed) one whom 
he loves.” p, 42. 

Mr Irvine goes on with various other observations, and 
concludes with saying : — He that could bear the tyranny 
of such masters, might have been born a Mahometan.” 
p, 45* 

The power with which the factors of many Highland 
estates are invested, seems to carry with it temptations 
almost too great for human nature : but though it is on 
tliis class of men that the weight of popular odium chiefly 
falls, ought not the blame, in just reason, to lie witli 
those, who suffer such abuses to be committed in their 
name ? 

Taking things, however, as we find them, it will not ap- 
pear extraordinary, that the crime, newly laid down in the 
code of the Highland Society under the title of calumni- 
atmg factors, unknown as it is in the laws of England, 
should in some places be deemed the most dangerous and 
unpardonable of all species of sedition. 

[V.], page 120. 

A most satisfactory and decisive illustration of this sub- 
ject may be drawn from a comparison of the population of 
all the Highlands, as ascertained by the enumerations 
made by Ur Webster in 1755, by Sir John Sinclair be- 
tween 1791 and 1798, and recently by the commissioners 
under the Population Act. 

In stating this comparison, some intricacy arises from 
the circumstance that the Highlands have no precise and 
ascertained boundary, coinciding with the limits of any 
civil jurisdiction. The tract of country, however, in 
which the patriarchal government of the chiefs remained 
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longest in force, after the authority of regular law had 
been fully established in the rest of Scotland, coincides 
very nearly with that in which the Gaelic or Erse lan- 
guage is in common use. Taking this, therefore, as the 
most definite criterion that can be referred to, a selection 
has been made of those parishes, where that language is 
so prevalent, that the clergy arc required to perform di- 
vine-service in it. The shires of Sutherland, Ross, Cro- 
nttu’ty, Inverness, and Argylle, with the islands of Bute 
%ud Arran, though including some tracts of champain 
country, must, in this view of the subject, be consi- 
dered as entirely Highland. To these counties are to be 
added tlie parishes of Reay, Thurso, Halkirk, and La- 
theron in Caithness, those of Nairn, Ardelach, and Calder 
in N aim-shire, Duthel in Elgin-shire, Kirkmichael in Banff- 
shire, Luss and Arrochar in Dumbarton-shire, and those of 
Balquliidder, Blair and Strowan, Callander, Comrie, Dull, 
Fortingall, Kemnore, Killin, Kirkmichael, Logierait, Mou- 
line, and Weem in Perth-shire. , Besides these, there 
are some parislics, where a part of the inhabitants, though 
not the majority, use the Gaelic language ; but, as there 
is no possibility of ascertaining what proportion, such par 
rislics are not included. The amount of the Highland po- 
pulation, thus omitted, cannot perhaps exceed 4 or 5000 , 
and being left out of view equally in all the different state- 
ments which are here subjoined, cannot affect the accuracy 
of the comparison they afford between different periods of 
time. 

From the annexed Table it will be seen, that the whole 
population of the Highlands, amounted in 1755 to 255 , 845 , 
and in 1801 to 290 , 844 , — a result which is very remark- 
able. To those vvlio have studied the principles of politi- 
cal economy, it may app(‘ar a paradox, that in spite of tlie 
operation of so powerful a cause of depopulation, as tiiat 
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which has been explained in this work, so little change 
should have taken place in the actual numbers, and that, in 
«o many parts ofthe district, they should even be increased. 
The explanation of this fact is to be found partly in the 
extension of the fisheries on the western coast and isles, 
but much more in the cultivation of potatoes, which, though 
scarcely known at the period of Dx Webster^s enumera- 
tion, are now in universal use. From some recent inves- 
tigations, it appears probable, that the population of lie- 
land has at least been doubled in coiisetjuence of the intro-#*' 
duction of potatoes as the principal food of the people. The 
same circuinslance would probably have had as remarkable 
an eft’ect iii augmenting the population of the Highlands, 
if this cause had not been counteracted by the cliange that 
lias taken jilace in liie slate of lauded occupancy. On the 
other hand, if the ellects of the grazing system had not 
boon niodilied bv sucli a (*ause of increase, the depopu- 
lation of the Highlands must have proceeded willi much 
more rapidity. 

Tlie general nsult arising from the combination of tliese 
opposite tendencies, has been different in different parts or 
tlie Higldands, as will be observed on an examination of the 
Tabic. On the western coast, and in the isles, tlie increase 
of population is considerable ; this seems to be owing to 
the hsherics, as well as to the circumstance that, in a 
great part of this tract, the new system of management 
has not made so much ]>r<)grcss, as in the Highland dis- 
tii(is lying farther south and east. On the other hand, 
the diminution in the Highlands of Fcrthsliire, an inland 
district adjoining to the Lowlands, appears to be uniform, 
though not perhaps so great as from general reasonings 
'might have been expected. 
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TABLE. 


Population of 

in ir55. 

in 1791-8 

in 1801. 

Sutherland, and Highlands of Caithness, 

3U.7‘W 

33.391 

34.443 

Koss-shire and Cromarty, .... 

47.C5G 

53.430 

36.577 

Invernebs-shire and Argyleshire, . . 

127.947 

130.0B0 

135.642 

Islands of Bute and Arran, .... 

6.806 

10.363 

11.285 

Highland parishes of Nairnshire, . . 

6.743 

4.648 

4.647 

- — Elginshire, . . 

1.783 

1.110 

1.113 

Banffshire, . . 

1.288 

1.276 

1.332 

... Dumbartoushire, 

1.444 

1.296 

1.423 

Perthshire, , . 

32 367 

31.446 

30.382 

Total population of the Highlands, . 

233.845 

291.440 

296.844 


The two first columns of the above table are extracted 


from the Population Table in vol. xx. of Sir John Sinclair’s 
Statistical Survey of Scotland : the third from the Popula- 
tion Abstract printed by order of l^arliaineat. But, to 
make the corresponding articles in the difl'erent columns 
relcr, in every case, to the same precise tract of country, 
some corrections were necessary. The supplementary Ta- 
ble here subjoined, with the observations which follow^ 
M ill explain the grounds on which these are made. 



1733. 

1791—8. 

1801. 

Itoss-shire, 

42 403 

30.146 

52.291 

( 'romiu tv-shirc, 

5 163 

3 281 

3.032 

Parish of Kirkmichael and Cullicudden 

— 

— 

1.234 

Total, as in the preceding Table, 

47 636 

33 130 

56.377 

Argyleshire, 

6.3 291 

76 101 

71.839 

Inverness-sinrc, i 

Parish of Kilfiiiicban, 

64.656 

73.979 

74.292 

— 

— 

3 002 

Island of lyree 

— 

— 

2.416 

Ho. Itiiin, Muck, :iii(l Canny, 

— 

— 

9 40 

Part of Abernethy (sraferi ro Elgin) 

— 

— 

9. >7 

Do. Croy, Moy, and Urquliart (to Nairn,) 

— 

— 

2 206 

Total, as aliove, 

127.917 

130 080 

612 

Sutherland, 

20.771 

22.061 

23.117 

Highland parishes of Caithness, , . 

J1 975 

1 > 630 

11.326 

Total, as above, 

32.749 

35.391 

34.443 
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The numbers^ here annexed to the names of shires^ are 
their respective totals, as they appear in the abstracts of 
the different enumerations referred to. But, in the two 
former of these, extracted from Sir John Sinclair’s work, 
these totals comprehend the population of some places, 
which are not included under the same heads, in that of 
1801. An addition must therefore, be made in the third 
column, equal to the population of those places, in order 
to give a fair comparative statement. The discrepances 
alluded to, arise from two circumstances : 1. In the enu- 
meration of 1801, no return was obtained from the parish 
of Kirkmichael and Cullicuddeii in Ross-shire, from that 
of Kilfinichan in Argyleshire, or from the Islands of Tyree, 
Rum, Muck, and Canay. To supply this omission, the 
population of these places is added, on the supposition of 
its remaining the same as reported to Sir John Sinclair a 
few years before; a supposition which, though not per- 
haps minutely correct, cannot lead to any materiaj. error. 

2. The parishes of Aberncthy, Croy, Moy, and Ur- 
quhart, though chiefly belonging to Inverness-shire, ex- 
tend into the adjoining shires of Elgin and Nairn. The 
whole population of these parishes is included by Sir John 
Sinclair, in that of Iriverness-sliire : but, in the enumera- 
tion of 1801, the jjcople in each division of these parishes 
are separately stated to their proper shires. To reconcile 
this difference, that pari of the population of these pa- 
rishes, which is included under the heads of Elgin-shire and 
Nairn-shire, is added in the third column to tlie total of 
Inverness-shire. 

There are other parishes, which are, in like manner, di- 
vided between the shires of Ross and Cromarty, tho^e of 
Argyle and Inverness, and those of Sutherland and Caith- 
ness. This renders it necessary to throw these shires to- 
gether ; for otherwise a mere comparison of the totals, as- 
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they appear in the different abstracts; would give an in- 
correct view. 

The numbers in the first Table/ set down under tlie 
heads of Bute and Arran, Highland parishes of Nairn- 
shire, Elgin-shire, 8ic. are found by merely adding toge- 
ther the population of such parishes in each of these shires, 
;|s have been abovp enumerated as using the Gaelic 
language in divine-service. 

THE END. 
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